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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



It might appear superfluous for me to write on Hospitals, and 
the system of relief to the sick poor, considering the number of 
treatises and pamphlets relating to the subject. It is scarcely four 
years since Miss Nightingale presented the public with the third 
edition of her valuable work, which contributed not a little to diffuse 
sound principles relative to the construction of Hospitals in this 
country. Shortly afterwards Dr. Bristowe and Mr. Holmes wrote 
their able Report, for which the profession owes them its thanks. 
Nor have continental authors been behindhand. M. Husson's 
remarkable work stands out overshadowing all others by its splendid 
illustrations and variety of contents; and a few less comprehensive 
essays, in which, however, some of the principal points are treated 
with great clearness, have reached me recently. I venture, never- 
theless, i" hope that this work will meet with the approval of an 
indulgent reader. In some degree, I differ from other writcm I 
am not acquainted with any English work treating the subject as a 
whole, and comprising Hospitals, Dispensaries, and other means by 
which relief is afforded to the sick poor. The construction and 
management of Dispensaries are only second in importance to that of 
Hospitals, and the relief which the poor obtain by being visited at 
tli. ii homes deserves equal attention. In a country where com- 
and boards of guardians manage most of these institutions, 
it may not be out of place to draw everything relating to the system 
within Mil' sphere of public criticism. 

In a former edition written in German, and published in 1859, 

bat now out of print, I described only a few Hospitals, but in the 

pMSent work I have endeavoured to include all the most noteworthy 

foments in existence. The second part, containing these 

■"lis, may possibly serve as a practical guide to those who 
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may be inclined to visit the institutions. It has been my object to 
give more detailed accounts of those establishments which have 
been opened during the last few years. Some that had not been 
previously described I specially visited ; others I have had occasion 
to visit at various periods ; but in many instances I had to rely on 
reports and the accounts furnished by other authors, and I confess 
with pleasure that I have availed myself of descriptions and illus- 
trations found in the valuable works mentioned above. 

I should not have been able to lay before the reader these 
pages, imperfect as they are, if I had not had the assistance of 
others, who kindly supplied me with correct information and tracings 
of various buildings. I am greatly indebted to those gentlemen 
who, at some inconvenience to themselves, cheerfully responded to 
my various inquiries ; and it is in compliance with the expressed 
wish of many who thus assisted me that I refrain from making 
their names public. 

F. Oppert. 

Great Russell Street, March 1867. 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND (ENGLISH) EDITION. 

This edition was preceded by two German ones, in 1872 and 1875. 
It contains many additional descriptions, and also new illustrations 
of Hospitals recently constructed, or kindred institutions. The 
author owes his sincerest thanks to those who have assisted him 
with information respecting their institutions, and the improvements 
or alterations which have taken place therein. 

F. Oppert. 

Berlin, June 1883. 
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I.— ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF HOSPITALS. 

1. Dimensions of Hospitals. 

Formehly large hospitals were founded on the principle that by 
increasing the number of patients who could he accommodated, the 
benefit conferred on the sick poor of the community Wttfl also increased ; 
but in recent times contrary views are strongly maintained. Large 
hospitals are described as unhealthy anil dangerous to those who seek 
recovery of health in them. It is stated that a great many sick people 
living together under one roof engender certain diseases which are 
well known under the term of hospital diseases. I allude to pyeemia, 
erysipelas, gangrene, puerperal, typhoid, and similar fevers. 1 That tin- 
dangers in question exist is evident from the history of hospitals, 
especially large hospitals, where, of course, the resulting calamities 
are greater, and by the reports a better record is preserved than in 
smaller establishments. Although it is very difficult to prove by 
statistics that large charities offer less healthy conditions than smaller 
ones respecting the point in question, yet the fact that all hospitals 
are liable to such dangers leads naturally to the conclusion that the 
evil consequences must be mure deplorable in the large establish- 
ments. A greater number of people arc likely to fall victims, and 
the whole neighbourhood is more endangered, by the hospital being 
a large focus of disease. 

It follows on the same grounds that should any infectious di- 
sease be accident silly bmught into a hospital, the number of people 
who run the risk of catching it increases with the size of the build- 
ing, and the best remedy against evil results which exists — that is, 
by completely emptying, and, for a time, closing, the establishment — 
is the more ditlieult to apply the larger the number of inmates. 

I can bear testimony to one fact, that the hospital air of large 
establishments, without actually leading to disease, tells upon the 
constitution. I observed that my colleagues who resided with me 

1 So metropolitan general hospital can boast uf having hoi! no oases of hos- 
pital disease timing a period of ten years 
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in one of the largest charities (Charity Hospital) lost their fresh 
complexions after staying there for six or eight months, and that they 
regained it after leaving and living in the town for a time- 
In favour of large hospitals it may be urged that they offer great 
facilities for clinical instruction, and some of them have obtained 
great celebrity in this respect. But, on the other hand, there are 
some smaller institutions in existence which receive, almost exchtt- 
ively, clinical cases, and are quite sufficient for the purposes of 
medical education. 

It might further be said that recent improvements in the con- 
struction and management of hospitals may be expected to reduce 
the dangers arising from hospital diseases to very narrow limits ; but 
our experience on this point dates from too recent a period to he 
conclusive, and to trust too much to good arrangements would be 
presumptuous. 

I do not think myself entitled, with our limited experience, to 
mention an exact number of patients that on no account should be 
exceeded ; but whenever a new hospital is to be erected, the danger 
of having too many sick people under one roof, or living close together, 
should not be lost sight of, and moderate dimensions insisted upon. 
In large cities, to have only small hospitals would be inconvenient 
ft&d ■ uselc.^ eNpense. 

Besides the sanitary principles we have to regard the actt 
wants of the population for whose benefit the hospital is founded 
and although there is a great number of sick poor, only part of them 
can claim in-door treatment. 

Further researches ought to throw more light on the point, hut 
I do not think I am far wrong when 1 state that for every thoi 
inhabitants the hospital ought to have four beds for the sick poor. 
If this is right, a towu of 50,000 inhabitants need not have a h< 
pital for more than 150 patients, supposing there is a Union infirmi 
for fifty beds. It must be borne in mind that a part of the surround- 
ing country relies upon the town. In London there should be 
accommodation for 16,000 poor patients. A hospital containing 
400 beds would amply suffice for the wants of a surrounding popu- 
lation of 100,000 inhabitants who are distributed over a large 
But the hospital, if not exactly in the centre, would still not 
inconveniently situated. If the area be larger, those of the sick poor 
who live farthest away from tlie building find some difficulty in being 
conveyed to it. It has further to be considered what other institu- 
tions afford relief to the sick poor of the district or town — for 
if many poor are sent to a convalescent institution. 

It is important that all the points mentioned are cc 
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beforehand, and that the building lias the right dimensions at the 
commencement To enlarge hospitals is, in general, unadvisable. It 
was frequently done formerly ; but unless the eventuality is foreseen 
and considered in the original plan, it leads to faulty arrangements 
and dispositions. 

2, Site — Tornn or Country. 

There is sometimes a difficulty in selecting a proper site for a 
new hospital. As it is intended for the local wanta of a certain 
district, nothing seems more natural than to have it in the centre of 
that district ; but to this there are objections, on sanitary grounds, 
especially in large towns. In small places the hospital, even if 
removed from the centre of business and life, can hardly be at an 
inconvenient distance for the patients. Hut it is otherwise with large 
cities like London, Berlin, Vienna, or Paris, and there have been warm 
discussions on the matter. What can be Baid on the subject I believe 
I may sum up by considering the following points : — 

1. The general healthiness of the locality. 2. The easy accessi- 
bility for patients and others who visit the hospital. 3. Convenient 
position for clinical instruction. 4. Cost of erection and mainten- 
ance. 

Ad. 1, It can hardly be doubted that in general better conditions 
for health are found in the country than in a large town, and I would 
not say a word more about it if this had not been disputed. Not to 
speak of statistics of mortality, which are in favour of country dis- 
I first mention the well-known fact that the country is in 
considered a health-resort by townspeople, and frequently 
[ended by the profession as such. Purity of air consists prin- 
cipally in the absence of such impure exhalations and bad smells as 
are produced by the overcrowding and industrial occupations of large 
cities. The air is always purer and less liable to become stagnant 
in the country, whereas the immense extent of buildings in London 
and other large towns arrests to some degree the free circulation of 
the atmosphere. 

Now it might with some reason be said that the air gets vitiated 
in any hospital, wherever it is situated; that hospitals breed a noxious 
atmosphere of their own, owing to the number and condition of their 
inmates ; but then we have every reason to suppose that the sur- 
rounding healthy country air is a better agent for restraining this 
evil than town air. 

Ad. 2. If we consider the convenience of the patients themselves, 
we might at first sight be induced to believe that town hospitals are 
far preferable. It would be in many cases quite impossible to remove 
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patients suffering from severe injuries, or from fever, even to a mode- 
rate distance, because they might die on the road, or in consequence 
of removal. On the other hand, we find a great many patients are 
admitted into central hospitals who live at a distance of three or four 
miles from the building. As regards the friends of the patients, I 
should not think it a groat drawback if their visits were to be cur- 
tailed by the distance, because those patients who are dangerously 
ill are better left alone, and those who are convalescent make friends 
in the hospital. Besides, in large towns every one gets used to dis- 
tances, and country hospitals would be in most cases accessible by 
railways. In the Berlin Chants' Hospital, wluch lies at some dis- 
tance from the centre of the town, the visits of the patients' friends 
were so numerous on Sundays that they had to be prohibited, and a 
week-day appointed. 

Other persons who have to visit the hospital are the members 
of the committee, the physicians, and surgeons. If the management 
of the hospital is vested in a committee of unpaid gentlemen, who 
meet weekly or fortnightly, as is mostly the case with London chari- 
ties, I have serious doubts if it would be preferable to have the 
establishment in the country. Although the sense of the public duty 
they have to fulfil is happily very strong in these members of com- 
mittee, yet it might, under adverse circumstances, be found a little 
too onerous to meet frequently. A remedy tor this would be central 
offices, to which there are other objections. As regards the medical 
officers, they do not live in the country but in town, and generally 
in the most central parts of it, because they must be easily accessible 
to private patients, who live all over the large metropolis. They 
would therefore have to sacrifice more of their time to the hospital if 
its site was some distance from their residences. Some of them 
would perhaps find themselves compelled to sacrifice their hospital 
appointments to their private practice, on account of the distance ; 
but there would always be many eminent men left to supply their 
places. 

Ad. 3. I have no doubt that a central position commends itself 
more for clinical instruction than one at a distance. Some bring 
forward as a reason why the science of medicine might be better studied 
in a country establishment, that the students arc removed from the 
temptations of the town, and that they will bestow more of their time 
on useful labour. But then you might answer that hitherto students 
have not been led astray by the attractions of the gay life of large 
towns, but are in general well conducted, industrious, and much intent 
upon acquiring scientific knowledge, and that the dulness of country 
life would not improve their intellect ; besides, if they live within the 
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hospital walls in town, they are as safe as in the country. But the 
real importance of a ceatral position lies in the opportunity afforded 
to the students of availing themselves of the public libraries and 
museums, and finding everything they want for scientific purposes 
within easy reach. 

The professors of medicine and surgery would certainly prefer a 
central position for the hospital and school of medicine. 

Ad. 4. The cost of budding-ground must be considerably less iu 
a place remote from town, and therefore the expenses will be reduced. 
But the price of building materials does not differ in town or country ; 
the expense of convoying them to the latter is possibly higher. 

The price of food, medicines, coals, etc., with which a hospital is 
supplied, is most likely less in the country, or at least not higher, if 
they are supplied by contract, as is generally the case in England. 
But where a central board provides them, and they are kept in central 
depots, as in Paris, the cost of conveyance makes some difference. 
The hospitals nearer the depots are supplied at less cost than those 
at a distance. 

Wages and salaries arc more likely to be higher in town than in 
the country, and the cost of maintenance in general is found less in 
the latter than in the former. 

Only a few years ago these points were discussed in learned 
-ni, ■(),>. The Chii'urgical Society of Paris, after lengthy debates, 
came to the conclusion that only small hospitals for urgent cases, and 
those required for clinical instruction, should exist within towns, and 
that not only would the salubrity of the larger hospitals be improved 
by their extra-urban position, but also their construction would be 
rendered more economical by reason of the reduced cost of land, 
(■muted that these principles are theoretically right, as I think they 
iin 1 , supposing always that the hospitals for clinical instruction are 
really allowed in sufficient number, I do not see the possibility of 
strictly following them up everywhere in practice. The central estab- 
itfl of London could not he removed into the country; and 
supposing they were, I am afraid they might, in the course of time, 
become the centre of a densely -populated neighbourhood, because a 
hospital is likely to attract a great many to Bettle near it There 
no doubt that most London hospitals have not a site that is in 
ice with the principles advocated by the majority of the pro- 
in this and other countries at the present time. It may, 
be supposed that the consequences of tlris woidd be more 
seriously felt if London was more an inland city than it is. 



THE CONSTRUCTION OF HOSPITALS. 



Other Features of Situ. 

To construct the building in such a way that the front or longest 
Bide of a ward face the north or north-east would l>e a mistake, because 
on this aide the cold and the wind are most felt. Rain comes most 
from south-west, and south-east seems therefore preferable. If one side 
looks south-east, the other faces the north-west, and this seems to be 
the best position, except in the case of wards for diseases of the eye, 
where the patients require as little sun as possible. Their wards may 
lie northwards, but all other patients want light and sunshine. 

Under no circumstances should the site of a hospital be where 
fever is endemic or epidemic (set Milan Military Hospital), near river 
deltas, or where the soil produces miasma. The neighbourhood of 
sewers, especially open ones, rag merchants (rags containin* 
times contagious matter), bone-boiling, gasworks, chemical or large 
factories in general, and places where there is much noise and bustle 
must bo avoided, because patients make a better recovery where the 
locality is quiet. It is advisable to build a hospital on elevated 
ground, so that its architectural beauty is conspicuous to the eye, that 
the patients enjoy a view over the country, and that it may be above 
the bad smells, if there are any, and in purer air. It should not be 
so elevated, however, that it is reached with difficulty by carriages or 
visitors, but on gently sloping ground near a placid river, in a posi- 
tion where the soil is fertile, and surrounded by large grounds. 

The foundation of the building should be in dry ground, or the 
moisture will ascend in the walls and make them damp. There should 
be good drinking water in the neighbourhood. 

When a comnuttee have decided on the erection of a hospital, 
they should obtain the advice of a leading member of the medical 
profession regarding the site and other important points to be men- 
tioned hereafter. 

3. Exterior of a Hospital. 

There is a middle course possible between extravagant splendour 
and shabbiness of the exterior of a building. A hospital is princi- 
pally a useful institution, and the architect must not lay too much 
stress on a captivating outside. A palace may have many columns 
of marble or granite, projecting balconies, and towers, but a hospital 
should aim at more simple attractions. It may look pleasing with- 
out such a profusion of ornaments as are presented by a Gothic 
church, and imposing even when constructed on plain priw.-iph 
Whatever may be the style of architecture — Gothic, Italiau, or mixed 
—I should not object to a fine clock-tower and an ample porch ; the 
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chimneys need not look ugly, and narrow entrance doors can be 
avoided. The architect ought to dispense with arched windows ; a 
little stained glass in the chapel is not very expensive. Simple irou 
railings may surround the building at some distance, and there need 
not be an entrance looking like a triumphal arch. The material of 
which the walls are built should be good bricks, and the architect 
may avail himself of Portland stone and terra-cotta. If the walls 
are to be plastered it is better to leave that until about a year after 
the completion of the building, for the walls to get thoroughly dry ; 
and it is better to plaster or cement them fast inside und then outside, 
because if the outside is left open to the drying action of the atmo- 
sphere the inside walls retain less humidity. 

Rain-gauges and water-pipes ought to be placed in proper posi- 
tions, the latter not exposed to the frost, but secured against it by 
Portland cement. 

4. Drainage. 

This is an important question. A great many towns have now 
a system of drainage, by which the refuse is removed and used as 
manure in the country. If the hospital is situated in a place where 
this system is in action, its refuse i3 carried off like that of other 
buildings; but where sewers are not available, the hospital has its 
own cesspools. 1 In the first case, the hospital drains are brought 
into connection with the main drains, aud made of the same material 
as the latter. Cast-iron is the best, but expensive ; brick or brick- 
cemented drains occasionally get broken, and let the fluid escape. If 
the place where the breakage happens is near a well, this gets con- 
taminated with organic impurities. Salt-glazed stoneware drain-pipes, 
although good in themselves, are liable to break. They are, however, 
generally used. 

All drains shoidd be laid to a depth that will prevent them from 
being frozen in cold weather, and should be constructed in the outer 
walls of a hospital, and not run underneath it, for with the greatest 
care it may happen that they will require repairs, and the joints do 
not always fit air-tight, so that sewer gas may escape. 

The latest plan for ventilating drains is by having the vertical 
drains into which the pipes take the refuse from the water-closets and 
sinks open at the upper end, where a charcoal box with a perforated 
bottom is placed, or ventilating pipes are carried to the top of the 
chimneys. 3 

Drains are cleansed by (lushing. For this the channel is blocked 
at the lower end, and large quantities of water admitted into the 
1 Stt Hoyal Surrey County Hi^jiiuit, Cjuiklfni'iJ. - &r riiimlt'C Royal Infirmary. 
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upper one. If the impediment is removed, the water rushes with 
great force through the vacant space, and carries off all iinpuritS« 

Where no sewers exist, the hospital has generally a cesspooL If 
the building exists near a river, the refuse could be discharged into 
the latter; but this should Ijc avoided, because it renders the river 
offensive. Cesspools ought to be water-tight, with an overflow-pipe; 
fetid emanations are avoided by syphon -pi pea. Cesspools are emptied 
of their contents as often as is necessary. Generally some means are 
used for deodorising them : the best plan is to have layers of dwradd 
at the bottom. Another device is to carry the refuse into tubs, which 
ean be removed ; and they might have double bottoms — the upper one 
containing numerous perforations, so that the fluid and solid excreta 
are separated. 1 

5. Plan of Building — Shape of Hospital. 

Hospitals are built on different plans, and it is not necessary that 
they should be all constructed on one uniform plan. Although more 
than one plan is admissible, there is no doubt that recently one 
system of construction finds more favour with the public than all the 
others — viz. the Pavilion plan. Some authorities in hospital matters 
still uphold the Corridor system ; and the desire to produce some- 
thing new causes architects occasionally to build on plans deviating 
from the common ones. Sanitary principles alone should influence 
us in the selection of the plan. 

I must first mention that some buildings are constructed on no 
system or plan whatever. We find in many instances private houses 
converted into hospitals; 2 in other cases they have been formerly 
palaces," convents,* or, worst of all, barracks. 5 It was not rare for- 
merly to take buildings for hospitals which were uufit for anythiug 
else. This may be economical, but the hospital can never be healthy. 
If you throw two rooms into one by taking down the partition wall, 
you generally get a ward of irregular shape, with recesses and corners, 
which are difficult to ventilate. The plainest sheds are preferable to 
them, and to magnificent palaces, if they are only constructed on 
proper principles. 

Of all systems those are the worst where there is the least of air 
and light Those hospitals which stand round closed courts offer 
consequently the worst conditions of health. How it happened that 

* A nnvel plan fur draining a town is that (ulopLerl at (be Hague. Air-pumps 
are used to extract the air at certain places, anil the refuse rushes tu occupy the 
vacuum, as soon na the valves, which prevent this, are removed. 

* Samaritan Free Hospital. 3 Dresden. * Rome. 

b Indian Hospitals, some German military hospitals. 
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so many buildings 1 were constructed on this plan I think may be 
easily explained, In the first place, many of the institutions were 
in connection with convents, which generally were built after this 
manner ; it was possible to accommodate a great number of patients 
in such hospitals, and as one court was added to another, the expenses 
were less than for separate or semi-detached buildings. Besides, this 
style of construction always found friends in the sunny south, where 
they like to exclude light and air; and it was afterwards imitated 
in other countries. 

If the wards of such buildings have opposite windows, they are 
certainly less dark, and more easily ventilated than where a corridor 
runs along the whole of the inner side. This is convenient for the 
servants and nurses, but not to be recommended for the patients. 

I do not consider the dangers resulting from connecting passages 
imaginary, because it is well known at present that contagious 
matters spread m a horizontal direction. (Seep. 14.) Interposed 
glass doors do not sufficiently break the communication, but inter- 
fere with ventilation (especially where the latter is effected by 
windows at both ends of the corridor). Under some circumstances 
the evils of the Corridor plan may be reduced to narrow limits — for 
instance, where the hospital is small, the corridors being short and 
well ventilated (Westminster Hospital). 

Between the plan of closed courts and that one where the wards 
receive as much light and air as is possible there are many others, 
which I will mention briefly, because they are illustrated in the 
second part of this work. 

The plan of a circular building 1 is as bad as the closed quadrangle, 
A better one is where one side of the court is open. 8 There the 
air is less stagnant, because the wind can sweep through from one 
direction. The wings and centre may form one long block; this is 
better still.* They may assume the shape of the letter \-\ 6 where 
the administrative part is ia the centre, having the wards for males 
on one side, and those for females on the other. The hospital may 
be built in Buch a shape that the letter L° or T 7 ls formed; and 
in lioth cases staircases may break the communication of the 
different parts forming the whole. 

Several plans may be combined ; but in no case can the free 



1 Salpetriere, nhlcr pfii-tiuti of Guy's, Venice, Vienna. 

2 Vienna, old lunatic asylum. 

8 Manchester Royal Infirmary, Iliimbtii'gli Huspitul. 

* Bremen Hospital, Zurich Hospital. 

Lildlesex Ho?j> t--il, St. George's, Leicester. * Sheffield, Royal Free. 

7 Montrose ; Oxford, St. Mary's Hospital. 
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circulation of air, which is necessary to keep the hospital healthy, 
be more favoured than in the Pavilion plan. Here each block forms 
a hospital by itself, and yet is connected with the others. The 
dangers of hospital diseases are much abated, and the judicious separ- 
ation of patients much facilitated. All the wards are light and airy ; 
the officers and nurses are more protected from hospital diseases 
than under any other plan, as they do not live under the same 
roof with the patients excepting when on duty. The wards are 
large and easily superintended, and they ought to be healthy. As 
regards this latter point, the expectations founded on theoretical 
deductions have not been quite realised, at least not by one of the 
principal representatives of the plan — Lariboisiere. Further experi- 
ence will decide it satisfactorily, as many hospitals in this country 
have been recently built on the plan. 

The pavilions should stand far apart (at least 100 feet), and as 
regards their position to each other much depends on the building- 
ground ; they should not necessarily stand parallel, aud need not be 
connected by straight corridors, but these may be curved. (Boston 
Free Hospital, Copenhagen Hospital, Swansea Infirmary.) 

Ohjcclitms to the Pavilion Style. 

I have to auswer a few objections to the system of separate 
blocks. First, some say it would not do for small hospitals ; but 
they have only to look at the plan of the Bucks Infirmary, or Surrey 
County Hospital, to be undeceived in this; they contain only fifty 
or sixty beds, in two pavilions built iu one line, but intersected by 
offices and the staircase. 

The costliness of construction is another objection. Now, to 
prove the costliness, the hospital Lariboisiere is always referred to, 
which is alleged to have been constructed with unprecedented and 
unjustifiable prodigality. It is quite true that the construction has 
cost nearly £400,000; but this is explained by the interference of 
the Municipal Board, which retarded the construction at the com- 
mencement, by the change of the original plan, and caused an 
additional expenditure of £20,000 ; by the quality of the soil, that 
made it necessary to build the whole on arches ; and by the new 
systems of heating and ventilation, which cost nearly £20,000. 
The ground alone cost £125,000. There being 612 beds, the cost 
for one would bo near £640. This is certainly very high, and I can 
only find a few other establishments which come near tliis sum: in St. 
Thomas's Hospital the cost of a bed was about £600; King's College 
Hospital is much behind (£400 per bed). If we compare this with 
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the expenses of other hospitals built on the same plan, we find that 
they can be constructed at a very moderate rate. As one instance, 
I may mention the Chorlton Pauper Hospital, where, according to 
the official report, the cost for one bed is only £66. (See Lancet, 
Oct. 13, 1866.) If it is possible to construct a workhouse infirmary 
after the Pavilion plan, I hardly think that any one will consider 
the costliness of the system so very great an objection. 

It might bo urged that isolated buildings are not fit for a cold 
climate ; but then thick walls and plate-glass or double windows 
will remedy this ; and also that the officials lose much time by the 
distances they have to walk in the building ; but this is compensated 
by other advantages. 

As yet, as will be seen from the description of the hospitals, the 
block system has not been generally adopted on the continent, where 
comparatively few hospitals on this plan exist. 



Relative position of different parts of the Hospital, and 
Distrilmtion of Patients. 

Whatever plan is adopted, there are some general rules to be 
observed regarding the position of the different requisites and the 
inhabitants of the house. 

First, the offices for administration, the sleeping -rooms of officials, 
medical men, nurses, etc., must be separated as much as possible 
from the wards. 

It is quite enough that the said inmates of the establishment are 
exposed to the hospital air, and contagion by diseases during the 
daytime or office hours ; they must, at least, be as much as possible 
protected when they are oil' duty, and at night. 

Secondly, the kitchen must not be on the basement or ground 
floor, but quite separate, connected with the main building by a 
corridor. Otherwise the smell of cooking pervades the house. 

The engine-room should be in a separate shed ; wash-house and 
dead-house should be detached. 

Male and female patients should be accommodated in separate 
parts of the hospital, divided by the principal yard ; and they should 
not use the same day-room, as is sometimes the case. 

6. Water Supply. 

In a hospital we want good pump-water for drinking, and soft 
water for cleansing, washing, bathing, and cooking, Pump-water is 
not always of good quality ; it is often impure, containing sulphate 
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of lime, iron, or magnesia, or adds; therefore it should be analysed 
by a competent person, and if not found satisfactory it should bo 
fetched or supplied from a distance. 1 (See Herbert Hnspimlj 

Water may, moreover, become the carrier of contagion, and this 
should not be lost sight of. The spread of cholera at the East end 
of London was referred by many hygienists to the water supply. 
It has often been found that fever was originated by pumps which 
supplied water impregnated with gases and matter escaped from 
broken sewers. The pumps should never be close to sewers, water- 
closets, or churchyards. 

Water must be supplied in sufficient quantity for the sick in a 
hospital. Fever patients drink a great deal, and want cold water, 
which should be fetched from the pump frequently. But pipe- 
water is also used, for instance, in the sculleries — hot and cold. It 
is therefore necessary that hot and cold cisterns are in the house, 
from which the pipes take the water to all the places where it is 
wanted. Where companies undertake to supply private houses, the 
hospitals are supplied by them also; hut where this is not the case, 
the water is pumped from a well into the cistern. The water in the 
hot cistern is usually heated by the steam obtained from the engine 
or boiler in the basement, and the steam-pipes form coils at the 
bottom of the cistern. 

The best materials for eisterns are tiuplate or slate. Lead is not 
recommended, liecause the water dissolves and absorbs the metal. 
Zinc lining is objectionable ; it is not durable, and crumples up by 
the heat of the sun ; cement has been tried in tanks, but the water 
becomes hard. The cement is insoluble in pure water, but water 
containing acids will act on the lime which forms a small part of the 
cement Bain-water, as such, does not contain any acids, but on 
passing through the air it readily takes up carbonic acid, which is 
always present, and sulphuric acid, which is frequently met with m 
the atmosphere above, and in the neighbourhood of large cities. Aa 
slate is too expensive for large cisterns, tin is preferable for those of 
larger size. It can be painted with a patent colour. 

Hospital cisterns must be cleansed thoroughly from time to time, 
therefore they must Vie accessible. They shoidd lie placed as far as 
possible from any drains, not just above the closets. Charcoal 
lilters are very good to keep the water pure from organic matters, 
but they must be frequently changed. 

The pipes for distributing the water in the hospital are of lead, 
as they are in private houses. There is not so much objection to 
this as to the cisterns being coated with lend, because the water 
1 8m Hill Homill, Paries, hapaafcaiaa, 
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is never in the pipes for any length of time. Lead is the cheapest 
material, and iron or zinc would make a great difference in the 
cost. It is of some importance that water-pipes are placed and 
encased properly when the buildings are constructed. They should 
be secured against freezing in cold weather as much as possible ; 
this is often neglected in this country, where the frost is usually 
of short duration. If the water freezes, it expands ; by this a leak 
is caused, and the water escapes through it when it begins to thaw. 
The exposure of the pipes to the open air might certainly be 
avoided ; they might run in a recess of the wall, and be partly 
eneased by wood. But it is safer to encase them in the most ex- 
posed places with cement or felt. They must not run through 
walls without being encased, because they cause dampness. As they 
are cold, the vapour which is in the wall is condensed near them. 
It woidd not do to place them in the smoke-shafts ; they must be 
accessible, because they may want repairing. If in hospitals the 
pipes are originally badly placed and exposed, it in necessary, should 
the weather become cold, to wrap them up with flannel or cloth, 
cover them with manure, or keep the water running by allowing a 
tap at the bottom to be partly open ; should they freeze, the exposed 
parts must be bathed with hot water, etc. 

As regards the quantity of water which should be supplied per 
head per day, it is difficult to state it accurately. It should be 
ample — about 50 or 60 gallons. The average of the water supplied 
per head per day in the Paris hospitals is 50 gallons. The quantity 
consumed in large cities per head is very variable : in Manchester it 
is stated to be 14 gallons; in London, 32 ; in Glasgow, 60 ; but 
it is said that there is no good supervision in the latter place. The 
present regulations for lodging-houses in the metropolis require 25 
gallons. As regards hospitals we must not forget that besides baths 
aud the usual wants, there are the drains, which it is advisable to 
Hush frequently, Nothing is better for preventing the ill effects of 
noxious gases. 

1. Elevation — Ifwabtr of Floors. 

There are certain reasons why we should avoid having more than 
two floors in a building intended for a hospital. It is well known 
that the air in a hospital, as in a private building, asceuds from the 
lower to the upper floor ; for instance, we find when the kitchen is 
in the basement, that the smell of the cooking gradually asceuds to 
the upper stories. From this we conclude that the air of the lower 
wards finds its way into the upper ones in a similar manner, and 
this happens in a far less degree in an opposite direction, viz. from 
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r to thu lower stories. It would i 
air in the upper wards must be more daw 
In tin- lower floors. In fact, it is often found, and I ken noticed it 
frequently, that the air is sweeter in the low noon. It is, how- 
r ii, no) proved that the patients make a better recovery in the 
Int.ttir, hut tlii; views on this point are conflicting. 1 It is known 

iiiii: contagions proceed in a horizontal direction, 1 and 
certainly science- is not far enough advanced to abow by analysis 

nir of out! part is more pure than that of another. Kadi 
iIkjhukN upon other circumstances, such as the price of the t 
land, etc. In places where land is comparatively cheap, the b 
muy cover a larger space, and may have less elevation. 
Hi" administrative arrangements, they can he carried 
efficiently where the least number of fioors exist. Bat i 
bflfpttll in large, the advantage of not having to ascend ao many 
stairs is ooantarbalanosd by the distance the medical men, atten- 
dant*, fin., have to walk over to perform their duties, and lifts in a 
great measure overcome objections that are raised against lofty 
ImildingH. In (act, it will generally be found that the best plan is 
to give, additional height to those parts of the building where the 
offlOH ire situated, and to have fewer floors in that portion devoted 
(-. ' liniml patients." 

8. Stair* and Passage* , Lifts and Linen-shoots. 

A firm and spacious entrance hall is a great ornament to a build- 
ing, Iml. there are other reasons for having it in a hospital The 
hall forms tt reservoir for fresh air, which from hence finds its way 
Into the wards. The stairs should be of stone with iron balustrades, 
lice pr'Hif, and t'lknibly wide — first, because they are used by many 
pOTODj at one time, who must have room to pass each other ; and 
also because they must afford space for carrying up the patients.* 
The steps should not be steep, and, as carpets are too expensive, 
Oonnd with matting. 

A few plauts in the hall and on the landings give them a more 

J. Simon, who found that surgical cases recovered as welt in lop wards as 

I LoWSt HMHv SlfOttt •>/ I'Mic Health. 

* Cane* of smallpox in King'n College Hospital. — Med. Times, Dec 1866. 

* Wu Hud one floor in llie London, Glasgow Fever, and Milan Hospitals ; 
two floors in Guildford, Vienna, Dresden ; three floors in tlie Loudou Hospital, 
(iiij'n, Nei'ker, Bwujon, I-^riboisiere, Berlin Charite, Bethanieu, Munich, Frank- 
furt ; ft.ur floors in St. Bartholomew' 8, St. Mary's ; five floors in Glasgow, and 
Adauttd« Hospital, Dublin. 

* Here I mention, en parenthiu, that I have some times seen patients carried 
up who groaned from pain caused by tlit uncomfortable chairs which the porters 

* in some establishments. 
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cheerful appearance, and impress the poor patient favourably when 
he first enters the hospital 

As regard* passages, they should be of a convenient width (9 to 
11 feet), and ventilated by end-windows ; and warmed in winter- 
time, as will be explained in another place. 

Lifts are used for raising food, medicines, clothes, etc., and their 
usefulness is beyond doubt. They are raised by turning a handle, 
in smaller buildings ; water-power is sometimes used. As regards 
patients, lifta are necessary in consumption hospitals, but I should 
not consider them of paramount necessity in general hospitals ; they 
are even not much used where they exist. 

Linen-shoots of earthenware, which may be also used for the | 
dust, are much to be recommended. As they are placed close to 
the wards all dirty clothes and linen can be removed easily, and at 
once, to a place where they can do no harm. 

9. The Skk Ward. 

The arrangements of the wards require our earnest attention. 
Their dimensions and the furniture they should contain must be 
principally considered. 

We want large and small wards ; the first because they are 
more healthy than many small ones, and the cost of their construc- 
tion is comparatively less ; and, moreover, supervision, attendance, 
and cleaning are more easy. The wards must, however, not be too 
large ; they may by this become uncomfortable to the patients and 
difficult to superintend. A number of about 30 beds, sometimes a 
few more, sometimes a few less, is now generally considered as most 
satisfactory in every respect. 

The door of such a ward should not be narrow, but of a con- 
venient width, so that you may pass in or out comfortably, and 
patients can be conveyed through on brancards without being in 
danger of coming into collision with the door-frame. Swing-doore 
are generally preferred. The necessity for a louvre over the door 
will be considered in the chapter on ventilation. 

As regards the windows, they should be opposite, along both 
sides of the ward, and no ward should be considered to come up to 
the standard of modern improvement unless this is the case. It is 
further advisable to construct the windows in such a manner that 
each bed stands between two windows; it is better that the beds 
should be separated by, and receive light from, two windows. It 
may, however, not always be convenient to have so many windows 
in the building, and sometimes there are larger and wider windows 
which allow two beds to be placed between a pair of them. The 
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windowB should be high, extending nearly to the ceiling, so that the 
upper strata of foul air can easily find their way out when the 
windows are lowered a little. They should reach nearly to the floor, 
else the patients do not breathe the air unmixed with that of the 
ward, when the lower sash window is raised in mild weather. A 
distance of three feet and a half or four feet will be found convenient 

Iron frames are more durable thau wood, but the frames of sash- 
windows are of wood, and this form of window should always be 
preferred for wards. The French croisees are immensely inferior to 
thern as regards ventilation. To this I have referred more minutely 
in another place (p. 31). 

The shape of the wards depends almost entirely upon the plan 
on which the hospital is constructed (see Fig. 1). I append a 
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drawing which shows the forms of the wards of existing hospitals. 
The manner in which doors and windows may be placed is so 
evident that it can be understood without explanation. 

As regards octagonal wards (Fig. 8), they are mostly for conva- 
lescents; bow-windows, as in Fig. 7, are very rare; spinal walls, by 
which a large ward is divided into two (Fig. 9), are objected to be- 
! the wards on this plan are not so easy to ventilate. Com- 
pound wards (Fig. 10) are the worst. They existed in the Hotel 
Dieu, which is now in course of reconstruction, and in some hospitals 
that had been formerly barracks. The wards are dark, open into 
each other, and ofl'end against every sanitary principle. 1 

The height of a ward in this country should he about 15 feet. 
Lofty wards generally contain pure air; hut if the ceiling is too 
high the ward loses the dimensions of a dwelling-room. In warm 
climates the height should be a little more than with us. The 
width need not be more than 20 or 28 feet, because we want only 
two rows of beds. The length should correspond with, and not be 
more than four times the width. 

As regards the walls, we sometimes find them merely whitewashed, ' 
without being plastered; this is the cheapest plan, and perhaps the 
most healthy. They can be plastered and whitewashed, but as 
plaster retains contagious matters, they must be whitewashed over at 
They may be oil-painted, and the paint can be 
on the bare bricks, or on the plaster with which the walls are 
coated ; in the latter instance, the painting must not be done before 
the plaster is perfectly dry ; this may be supposed to be the case a 
year after it has been put on. 

Lastly, the walls can be coated with cement : sometimes Keene's 
cement is used, which is of two different qualities ; sometimes 
Parian cement, but this is more expensive than Keene's. As far as 
[ can judge, they understand the use of cement better on the conti- 
nent (in Miinich and Paris) than they do here, for the wall3 there 
are never blotchy. It is questionable if cemented walls are the 
most healthy ones. (Sue Ventilation.) Cement can be either white 

coloured and polished. These different ways of covering the 
walls can lie combined. 

The flooring of wards should be impervious. Firstly, because it 
deadens the sound of people in a ward overhead ; and secondly, 
because it does not retain impure matters. In order to make the 

s as fire-proof as possible, the beams (rails) which support them 
should be of iron : we need not be afraid that they will be too heavy. 

The flooring may be of oak, which absorbs less water than any 

1 Circular wards are found in the Antwerp Hospital, which is not yet opened. 

c 
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other kiiiii of timber. Parqueted floors are most common on the 
continent; they are much to be recommended, and look nee 
nice and clean. The blocks of wood are grooved and tangoed 1 1 
and sometimes what is called keyed. The same thing is seen in 
wooden blocks for woodcuts. The floors are beeswaxed and polished 
(«ee Herbert Hospital). 

To keep a wainscot or parquet 0oor in good condition a frotteur 
is wanted, who comes to repair them every three or four week 
are also polished by the servants every day. 

Floors may be varnished with a compound of linseed oil, turpen- 
tine, and gold ochre. 1 Tins is the Berlin plan. These floors look 
dark and somewhat greenish ; they are cheaper, but less durable. Old 
floors, which are of plain deal, can be varnished ; and the process 
improves them much. They must, however, be frequently revari iislu.il. 
In this country boiled linseed oil is genemlly used. Cement, or brick 
floors, as frequently found in warm climates, should not find favour 
with us (see Oxford, Stevens') ; they occasion colds and are not com- 
fortable, especially in cold weather. Tin's objection does not apply 
to corridors. They may have tiled floors. 



10. Sm«?l Wards. 



They are necessary in a hospital, for there are irritable patients 
who do not feel comfortable in a large ward ; there are those who do 
not find the distribution of meals and the visits and medical rounds 
a matter of diversion, but are annoyed by it, and thus their recovery 
is retarded. Nervous patients and convalescents from fever prefer 
to be alone and quiet. Contagious patients must be separated from 
the nlhcrs. Those who suffer from delirium or mania cannot be left 
in a large ward with other patients, and sufferers from cancer or 
gangrene are quite unbearable to their fellow-patients. Persons who 
belong to the better class of society, but have become hospital inmates 
by accident, feel thankful if they are removed to a side ward, where 
they are alone, or only with one or two others. 

Small wards should, therefore, exist in general hospitals, 3 and 
pavilion hospitals should not be without them. As a general rule, 
one small ward can be annexed to a large one on each floor, and in 
some pavilions matters may be arranged differently, by cutting off 
more space for small wards. 

1 See Newcastle Infinimrv. 
' Ste University College Hospital ; Glasgow Ijitimiory ; It udulfihsti flung. 
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In England we rarely find a hospital without water-closets, but 
on the contiuent latrines are still common. We should insist that 
no new building contains the latter. The water-closets should be 
always well placed, in no way whatever hut against the outer wall, 
in order that the drains do not pass under the building; the best 
means for ventilating them are self-acting windows. They should 
be kept scrupulously clean, and anything which promotes this, such 
as glazed tiles, or white paint, is to he recommended. It is important 
that the basins should be large (in France they are comparatively 
small), and that there should be a good stream of water for Hushing 
them. I formerly thought enamelled iron preferable to earthenware, 
on account of its cheapness and durability, but 1 have observed that 
the enamel comes off, and therefore earthenware is preferable. It 

be as well adapted to the seat a3 iron. A well-made basin of 
this material lasts, on an average, about fifteen years. Mr. Jennings' 
closet A syphon answers every purpose: 1 the double sheet of water 
impedes the return of gases. I need hardly mention those inferior 
apparatus where the basin has a rim to let in a convenient eowerde, 
or where the seat-cover fits air-tight, They are still in use in some 
establishments. 

As there are no better means for banishing disagreeable smells 
from hospitals than the water-closets, the expense should never be an 
obstacle to their adoption for a new building. But there are other 
objections raised against them, and they have even been abolished 
where they were used (Zurich). In places where it is very cold in 
winter time the freezing of the water-pipes is a great nuisance ; and 
there is some difficulty in protecting them from the frost, if it lasts 
a considerable time. Nevertheless, the inconvenience caused by the 
banting of the pipes and the flooding of parts of the building if 
unavoidable, should be endured, rather than abolish the water-closets. 

As regards self-acting closets, I have found them so often defec- 
tive that I think the others preferable. All water-closets should have 
lobbies. The closets can be warmed by admitting air through gratings 
in the flooring and hot-water pipes placed under the boards; but 
« bne 1 round means of warming, they were in the lobbies (at Beau- 
jon, Guildford, Herbert Hospital). There is some difficulty in keeping 
the lobbies warm, as the closets must have the windows open, and it 
may be urged that there is no better prevention for bad smells than 
low temperature. Clinical wards, however, and consumption hos- 

1 Tlmy are free fruni all machinery. No wires, cranks, levers, regulators to 
get out of order — the basin, valve-real, and trap being complete and in one piece, 



THE CONSTRUCTION OF HOSPITALS. 

pitals should have some means of warming the lohbies, in order to 
prevent the patients from catching cold. For small hospitals a fire- 
place will be the best ; for large ones water-pipes may be used. 



PI 2. On Lavatories. 
They should be found in hospitals, infirmaries, and dispeu; 

The basins should be of glazed earthenware ; enamelled iron is 
less to bo recommended, as the enamel comes off in the course of 
time. Basins drained through a small plughole have many objec- 
tions. The water runs off slowly, the chaiu is liable to break, and 
the plug is sometimes found sticking to the hole. 

The best are tilt-up basins on Jennings' principle. 1 As the eon- 
tents, after use, are thrown direct from the basin by tilting it, the 
drains are well flushed, and this is important from a sauitary point 
of view. 

Hot and cold water should be laid on to the lavatories. It is 
more convenient to have a knob, by pressing which with the finger 
the water is allowed to rush into the basin, than to have a handle or 
cock which must be turned. 

The slab should be of marble or slate, and there should be means 
of warming the place in winter time. 

The woodcut shows the proper arrangement of water-closets, baths, 
and lavatories in a pavilion hospital. The rooms are separated from 
the ward by passages ventilated by opposite windows. 



A. Ward, 28 feet wide. 

B. Bath. 

L. Lavatories. 

D. Ventilated passage a. 



E rf 



P. Hot- water pipe*. 

E. Urinal. 

F. Sink. 
T. Terrace. 



13. Ward Furniture. 

Of course the principal article of furniture is the bed on which 
the patient rests. I do not think that in a newly-construeted hos- 
pital the beds are likely to be placed otherwise than with the head 
against the wall, so that the patients have plenty of light ; but it is 
important to bring before our minds the reasons why any other posi- 
tion would be objectionable. If the bed is placed along the waU,* 
it is generally very close to it, and this is a bad arrangement; the 
1 Leeda New Infirmary. J Zurich Hospital. 
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bed should be removed about 12 inches from the wall; the latter 
might be damp, or there might be a draught from the window. If 
the beds are along the wall, it is more difficult for the nurses to 
superintend them, and for medical men to examine and sound the 
patients. The number of beds depends upon the size of the ward; 
twenty-six or twenty-eight is a good number for a large ward. 

The best material for the bedsteads is iron, because it is more 
durable than wood, and less apt to harbour vermin; a light-blue or 
green paint, although more expensive than a darker tone, should be 
preferred, because it looks much more cheerful. The bedsteads may 
stand ou castors in the medical wards, but not in the surgical. They 
must neither be too high nor too low ; certainly not lower than in 
most London hospitals, else they would be very inconvenient to 
medical men and nurses. Dr. Uytterhoven mentions that he and 
his colleagues attended for whole days to the wounded during the 
duly fights in Brussels (1830) ; that the beds were very low, and 
they had to stoop constantly, in consequence of which they were 
hardly able to keep upright when walking. 

On the other hand, it is inconvenient to the patients if the beds 
are too high, because they find it difficult to get out. The usual 
length of a bed is six feet, or nearly so, and the width three. 

Each bed is numbered, having a head-shelf (of tin) for this pur- 
pose, behind which a towel is suspended. The journal is placed over 
the patient's head. I do not think there is any great difference 
between sacking or iron bottoms ; but the former are more generally 
used. There should also be a foot-board. 1 (It is usually found on 
the continent) 

The best mattress is a spring mattress, the springs being covered 
with horsehair at least two inches thick {sommiers flastuptm) ; s but 
this is more expensive than any other arrangement: the springs can 
be protected from rusting by varnish. The surgical wards require 
other mattresses, with hard bottoms, water-beds, and various special 
contrivances. Horsehair is a better material for mattresses than wool, 
because it is more comfortable, keeps cleaner, and can be purified 
and disinfected by steam at a moderate cost. 

Blankets are in general use. Feather beds are costly, unneces- 
sary, and retain contagions matter. 

Over the bed there should be a rope with a hand-grasp, near it 
a chair and side-table, with, if possible, a marble top, the requisite 
utensils of earthenware. Instead of curtains, which interfere with 
ventilation ami supervision, low screens, not higher than four or five 

1 Bradford Infirmary ; City if London Hospital for Diseases of tlic Chest. 
s Larihoisiire ; Glasgow. 
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feet, should Ire used whenever they are needed ; their colour should 
be dark -green. 

In the middle of the room there should be a long table, with ■ 
marble top, for holding all the necessary things. A sideboard, and 
a few easy-chairs, complete the funu'ture. 

14. 0& Lighting of the Wards. 

Many authorities still object to lighting sick wards by gas, as it 
vitiates the air of the room ; they add that wards need not ba mil 
lighted, and that nil lamps give sufficient light for the purpose. 
would recommend gas, especially where it is provided by gas com- 
panies, as it is cleaner, cheaper, and gives less trouble to the ser- 
vants. Oil lamps often smoke, their smoke being composed of 
carbon, carbonic acid, and carburetted hydrogen — very unhealthy 
gases. In this country an Act of Parliament exists which binds 
the companies to supply gas pure and free from sulphurous com- 
pounds. To prevent all danger to the sick we have but to ventilate 
the gas globes (Argand's gas lamps) ; this may be done by a pipe 
ascending from the top of the globe to the ceiling, and coniniunicat- 
ing with the foul-air shaft ; the air entering the globe carries off all 
poisonous products with it, and flowing upwards is removed from 
the wards, producing a continuous draught. 1 

It is absurd to conteud that, because the gas supply might be 
accidentally cut off, oil lamps are to be recommended. 

Should such an untoward event happen, the wards could lie 
lighted by candles. 

15, Day and Dining Booms. 

They are useful, and should be of convenient size. There should 
be one for males and another for females. They serve as conimoi 
dining-rooms for convalescents and light cases ; aud patients who 
conduct themselves properly may sit there and read, or otherwise 
pass away the time. A nurse should superintend them, and printed 
rules respecting the patients who use them be suspended on the 
walla. In this country complaints are rare about the convalescents, 
but in France they seem to be of a more lively disposition, and more 
inclined to all kinds of tricks, for which the meeting of a larger 
number of them offers a good opportunity. 

1 Herbert Hospital ; Chorllon Union Infirmary ; ftinlr:>lr>li$tiftiiii£. 



16. Baths 

are of two kinds — viz. movable and fixed uatlis. The first run 
on castors, and are brought into the wards from the lobbies, or 
wherever they are kept, to be used by patients who cannot leave 
their beds for the bath-room. They are made of zinc or copper ; 
the latter is preferable, but more expensive. The baths are brought 
filled to the bedside, and afterwards emptied in the place where 
they were filled. The water should run off from an opening at the 
bottom, into the sink, which by this means is flushed. 

Each ward should have a bath-room attached to it, where the 
bath is fixed in the flooring. The room should have means for 
warming and for letting out the steam. We find the bath made of 
zinc or enamelled iron ; the former is less durable than the latter. 
Marble hatha are very rare in hospitals (Zurich) ; glazed tQes are 
very convenient. Glazed, polished cement is expensive. There is 
nothing that answers better than enamelled earthenware. 1 I have 
been informed that some sensitive patients do not like it; but I 
think baths of this description should be more generally used. They 
are cheap, durable, always look clean and tidy, and the water keeps 
warm in them. Each hath should he encased in wood ; all bath-rooms 
should have impervious floors and the lower part of the walls tiled. 

Common bath-rooms are as yet rare in English hospitals, whereas 
general hospitals on the continent are seldom without them. The 
nurntmr of baths varies with that of the inmates; but one bath for 
every twenty-five inmates would not be too many. The partitions 
between the single baths should be of enamelled slate. To prevent 
draughts we should have double doors and lobbies, and double 
windows are convenient, because they freeze less in cold weather. 

Medicated baths should be near the common ones. Douche 
(ascending nnd descending), shower baths, Russian or Turkish baths, 
with tiled floors and comfortable anterooms, should also be found, 
on improved principles, in a general hospital. 2 There should also 
be a hot plate to warm the linen. 



17. (hi Warming of Hospitals. 

The warming of hospital wards varies according to the habits of 
the country. We find the German stove in the hospitals of Kussia 
1 Bradford ; Leeds ; Oolnej Hatch. 
* I need scarcely mention t lm Jiipainse bat] in, which I ivcenlly I'imnd recom- 
mended in the Malical Timet for small hospitals. The wiitcr ia wormed by n 
metal hox, o]**n :il tin- t<-y, in which live coals are placed. But what becomes 
of the noxious gases is not explained. 



THE CONSTRUCTION OF HOSPITALS. 

and North Germany, the chimney in those of Britain and America, 
and various kinds of caloriferes in France and Italy. Recently, 
many wards have been provided with hot-water pipes for warming, 
whilst into some others hot air is forced. 

The German stove is made of clay and clay tiles ; the latter are 
white, or of various colours, and the stoves may be made either an 
ornament to the room, or the reverse of it As hospitals do not 
usually spend so much money on these stoves as is the case in 
private houses, we do not always find them models of beauty in the 
first-named establishments. If large, they interfere somewhat with 
the ventilation, the air becoming stagnant in the recesses where they 
stand, or in the space between them and the wall ; and they take 
up cubic space which is lost to the patients. On the other hand, 
they seem indispensable in cold climates (north of the 54th degree), 
because by no other means are the wards heated so thoroughly, clay 
having the peculiarity of retaining heat a considerable time, and 
throwing it out gradually. The stoves form a large surface, from 
which the heat continually radiates. The fuel which the stoves 
require (wood or peat) is cheap in the countries where they are 
used, and is not required in large quantities, because it is consumed 
slowly. The smoke, before it passes on to the smoke-pipe, warms 
the clay of the stove, and, in order not to let it escape too rapidly, 
registers are used. 

I here take occasion to oppose one way of building stoves, i.e. 
through the walls dividing the wards from the corridors (Berlin 
Charite). It seems economical to have one stove for two apartments, 
but neither the ward nor the corridor can benefit by the arrangement, 
because so much surface heat is lost where the wall intersects the 
Btove. Iron stoves are less expensive than German stoves, and 
occupy less space ; hut they do not heat the ward so gradually, nor 
for so long a time. Where you want to heat quickly, but only for 
a short period, you may use them. They may get red-hot, and then 
the products of combustion may pass through the walls of them, 
especially carbonic oxide gas, which acts as a poison if only 1^- vol 
is breathed in a thousand of air. The healed cast-iron further acts 
on the organic dust which moves along with the air-current, and 
causes bad smells, by decomposing it ; besides, the air of the room 
gets too dry. The air, in order to recover its right hygrometric 
proportions, detracts vapour from less hygroscopic bodies, and this is 
the reason why we do not feel at ease in dry heat. It has therefore 
been tried to counteract this evil by putting vessels filled with water 
on the stoves; part of the water gets transformed into vapour and 
fills the room, but when the air of the ward gets colder, the vapour 
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is again condensed to water. A better remedy ia to heat the iron 
stove slowly. For this purpose the fuel is put in moderately, hut 
frequently, hut this is not convenient in hospitals, where labour is 
costly. Some of the iron stoves are furrowed, to ofl'er a larger sur- 
face for the heat which radiates from them. 

Clay and iron stoves have been combined, especially by putting 
a clay (cliamotte) lining within an iron stove. 

The remodelled fire-grates ' contain brick grates in an iron stove. 
The grate is of fire-brick, and the bottom partly solid, to check the 
consumption of fuel- The air is supplied from behind the grate and 
thrown over the fire ; the smoke finds its way into a chimney which 
has no register. Behind the grate is an air-cbaraber communicating 
with the outer air, and the air, after becoming hot, passes into the 
room by a shaft cut out of the wall, aud through a louvre placed at 
such a height from the floor that the patients cannot interfere with 
it. Where the stove is not close to the wall, but in the middle of 
the room, it is somewhat differently arranged, and the flue is descend- 
ing. Tiic objection against the stoves is that they sometimes smoke, 
but I think this is very rare. They are certainly expensive; some 
I have seen cost _£30, a but they save a great quantity of fuel, and 
they ventilate the rooms. 

The French caloriferes are on a similar principle ; they are 
mostly iron stoves surrounded by a brick mantle, and the air in the 
intermediate space is heated, but generally from the basement. The 
air enters near the floor, and ascends through upper apertures to 
the ceiling, and in this way some ventilation is produced. 

The objections to chimneys are well known ; the waste of fuel is 
considerable, as the greater part of the heat goes up the chimney. 
It is stated that only one-eighth goes into the room. Furthermore, 
the heat is unequal — viz. very great near the fire, and very incon- 
siderable at a distance. You often find an inconvenient draught 
close to the floor, so that yon do not like to place your feet on it. 
Sometimes the smoke is blown into the room by the wind blowing 
down the chimney. 

In favour of chimneys, it may be asserted that the wards need 
not lie very warm, as the patients lie in bed, that they make the 
rooms look cheerful, and that they are very good means of ventila- 
tion, and keep the air sweet. 

We find hospital wards and corridors rarely heated by steam 
circulating in pipes, because this has been found dangerous. The 
pipes have been accidentally broken, and the buildings damaged 

1 Report on Barracks. 

• Herbert Hunpital ; London Fever Hospital, New ward. 
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considerably. Although I do not know a case where fire happened 
in a hospital from overheated fines, yet I think there is more danger 
from fire by this than by any other means of heating. Another 
inconvenience is that the pipes get cold immediately the fire under 
the boiler is out. 1 

Heating by hot air means that air is admitted which has become 
hot by passing over hot plates, or through an apparatus at a distance 
from the room or ward. It is either admitted by extracting the foul 
air, or by forcing it in (Van Hecke). But the air is generally dry, 
and is for this reason unhealthy. . 

Hot-water pipes are a very common means of heating buildings. 
This plan has not been introduced into hospitals more than thirty 
years. We find two different systems, as described under " Lari- 
boiaiere," the most simple one being where no steam is used. 

Both systems answer very well, as they easily warm the wards 
to 65" Fahr. and the cost of fuel is smalL The Paris admin: 
reckon that if they had open fire-grates, and the expenses for coals, 
instead of their caloriferes, it would cost them £400,000 more than 
at present for warming the hospitals. On the other hand, the con- 
struction of the systems is expensive ; the stoves are no ornaments 
to the wards, and the pipes sometimes burst. 

If they are heated moderately they never smell, but if excessively, 
the air gets dry and close-smelling. The latter must t>e partly 
owing to the dust on the pipes becoming decomposed ; and this is the 
reason why they should be uncovered, however unsightly they look. 
Whatever may be the means for warming the wards, the passages 
cannot be heated by a better system than by hot-water pipes, and 
| they should be placed near the ceiling. 

The reader will find more detailed accounts of the heating of 
hospitals in the second part. Double fireplaces are mentioned 
under Cambridge Hospital ; heating by chimneys and hot-water pij>es 
combined under Bradford General Hospital and Lincoln Cmmtv 
Hospital; by fireplaces and hot air combined under Broniptmi 
Hospital ; heating by low-pressure hot-water circulation under Lari- 
1'"isii].- mid Fried riclishai n Hospital, Berlin; Btoves with air-chambers 
nre referred to under St. Thomas Hospital ; steam pipes in general 
wards under Boston City Hospital, Moabit Hospital ; steam pipes in 
corridors under Leeds and Edinburgh Infirmaries ; the injection of 
air heated by passing over hot-water pipes or apparatus is mentioned 
under Altona Military Hospital, Bonn, Geneva. Copenhagen Hospital, 
etc. ; thermo-hydric stoves under New Pauper Infirmary, Marylebotie. 

1 Sm M. ml.it HriKjiitiil, Berlin, where tlie danger of explosion is staled to be 
■WftBted by ropper pipe* being interposed between the iran ones «ad valve 
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18. On Fatiilatw*. 

The necessity of ventilating sick wards is now generally admitted, 
and yet the reasons why we should pay special attention to the sub- 
ject cannot be too often repeated. Every one connected with hospi- 
tals, including nurses and attendants, should bear in mind that man 
poisons the air by his own exhalations. The unpleasantness we ex- 
perience when we meet and remain with a number of other persons 
in a room is only owing in a slight degree to that dangerous vitia- 
tion of the air which led in some cases to most calamitous results. 
Need I say that I allude to the horrible tale, often quoted, of the 
Black Hole of Calcutta, and to the fearful mortality on board Coolie 
ships '. 

It is proved that in such cases air does not contain the necessary 
proportion of oxygen ; that is to say, of the principle of breath and 
life, but carbonic acid in its stead, and that it is loaded with vapour. 
As the sick do not only exhale carbonic acid and vapour, but other 
noxious matters, there is every reason to consider the best means for 
preventing the vitiation of the air in the wards. 

The importance of the subject renders it necessary to describe the 
various systems of ventilation, in order to arrive at a sound conclu- 
sion. Even those who do not approve of them should be well 
acquainted with their construction, if only to pay a tribute to the 
ingenuity of the human mind. 

Lately much has been said on natural and artificial ventilation, 
and people are divided in opinion as to the value of each. But I 
believe that it should be the object of those, whose advice might be 
asked, to find a proper combination of the two systems suiting the 
special case. 

I will mention first some of the most simple means or contrivances 
for ventilation. They all have for their object either to admit fresh 
or let out vitiated air ; they are intended for inlets or outlets. 
Arnott's valves are for outlets good in principle, and not without 
affMt in private rooms; but I have found them useless in hospitals, 
as they soon get rusty, and do not act.' Sherringham's ventilator 
is :in inlet placed in the wall, and can be shut at will. Watson 
invented a square tube, divided down the centre ; Mackinell recom- 
mended two tubes, one within the other. Both the latter inventions 
answer the double purpose of inlets and outlets. Muir's ventilating 
Bqnaie tube (principally inlet) lias a box with louvres (London Hos- 
pital) at the top, and is much used for public buildings, churches, 
offices, town-halls, etc. Tobins's tubes are a recent addition to these 
1 They were used ai Ipswich Hospital, St. Gcnrgc'e, Loudon, nml Sheflk-R 




Hey naay be wcs. at St Gecr-et Hospital and at St 

■ they a» atai to work wD, as they 

tar. Tier naay not always answer 

i nuanrw. Tbey cok up to a height 

E feet oa tie ward and wwmawr ate with the outer air. They 

r af five or sa jaAa They are made 

Canvas ban anty W fixed an the shaft to prevent dust 

air. These and other 

Parkes" Museum for 



* any be veerol ; bat, on the other 
band, they are unsafe, b e t a —a , when intended for inlets, they become 
■mtrn*-, and not arras. It is impassible to take into account all the 
changes and tun ea a of the afoapawre, and, besides, a ward is not a 
closed room, bat has doors and windows, which are sometimes opened. 
If a door is opened yon have a draught to it ; and supposing you 
hare an eduction channel, or outlet for vitiated air, you cause by 
that draught the vitiated air to return into the room. A large fire 
draws the air inwards in the same manner. It might be answered 
that valves can prevent any occurrence of the kind, but then I know 
from my visits to hospitals that valves do not answer the purpose in 
more than half the number of cases where they are used. They 
generally become rusty, and even though at first working well cease 
to act after a short time. Some of the valves are in tended to be 
movable by the slightest air-current, weights being introduced for 
that purpose ; but the result is not satisfactory. The ropes and 
weights are there, but if you pull them they do not act In fact, 
I am much disposed to consider slanting openings, without any 
valves whatever, and communicating with the atmosphere without 
anything interposed, or air-bricks, far more harmless than any other 
contrivance. 

The so-called artificial systems are based on two principles, and 
therefore belong to one or the other of the two before-mentioned 
divisions. The principle of those of the first class is the extrac- 
tion or suction of impure air from the wards (/n/stima d'nspira- 
lion). In those of the second class air is forced in by mechanical 
means. 

Ad. 1. The system of ventilation- fires is the oldest. It is in use 
in mines, the Houses of Parliament, and some hospitals (St. Mary's 
formerly ; Gonzaga's). The heat of the fire causes the air to become 
lighter, and asemid. The air beyond the direct action of the fire 
follows l,o take the place of that portion removed, this being due to 
the atmospheric pressure. In this way a continued draught is 
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instituted, and as the fire ean be placed in such a position that no 
air but that from the ward moves in the required direction, the 
wards are emptied of the foul air. In the meantime pure air enters 
from the outside by openings made for the purpose. Two condi- 
tions are essential for the working of the system : — First, that the 
fire is kept up so that the air in the air-shaft remains at a high 
temperature ; secondly, that as much fresh air enters as is extracted. 
If the quantity of air which we want to extract is large, the air in 
the air-shaft must be heated to a high degree to cause a sufficient 
draught ; this can be done by a large fire, the expenses for support- 
ing which are considerable ; or the same result may be obtained by 
having a wide air-ahal't, and wide canals of eduction, which are 
objectioual on architectural grounds. 

There has been a controversy about the place where we should 
have the fire. Borne recommending the basement, others the higher 
floors of the building. When it is in the basement the draught is 
stronger, because the whole height of the air-shaft operates in 
drawing the air out. The draught is equal to the difference be- 
tween the heated air of the shaft and an equal column of normal 
air ; the higher the heated-air column the stronger the draught, On 
the other hand, some of the power of it is lost by the distance of 
tlie fire from the wards. If the fire is on the upper floor, this dis- 
tance 13 less. The shorter the air-shaft, the more quickly the air 
gets cool in it. Should the fire flag, the longer it is, the less liable 
is the air to change its temperature, and cold air blown down the 
shaft makes less difference. 

The least objectionable arrangement would be, if it is required to 
ventilate by fires, to draw the air of the lower floors to one furnace, 
and that of the top floors to another. 

Where the wards are heated by open fires, it is a good plan to 
lead the smoke into the air-shaft, by which the temperature in it is 
raised. It is necessary to have the air-shaft much higher than the 
highest part of the building, at least ten feet above that part, so 
that the foul air cannot easily be blown back into the wards. 
Weather-boards are placed in the air-shaft near its top, and rain- 
tubes to let off the water. 

Another means to promote ventilation is by a hot-water reservoir 
placed near the roof of the hospital, and to which all the foul-air 
channels lead from the wards. (&c Lariboisiere.) The space round 
the reservoir or tank is enclosed by a mantle, and all the foul air 
passes through it. The hot water makes the air lighter and thinner 
iu the same way as a fire does, and so the draught is caused. This 
system is more expensive than the first, but it serves for heating at 



THE CONSTRUCTION OF HOSPITALS. 

the same time. In tlie summer it is of so little use that the air 
channels are shut up. The difficulty is to keep the water of a high 
temperature, without which the draught is not strong enough; and 
it is certainly some time before the water is sutnciently limited. 

Ad. 2. The mechanical ventilator is used to propel or force air 
into the wards. If set in motion by the hand or by the wind, it is 
of no effect whatever; it can only he properly moved by stenru 
power. 

The fans in use at present have two, four, or six plates, which 
are attached to a central axis, and they may be either straight or 
bent to an angle. The axis rotates with great speed, which can be 
accelerated or diminished, and the engineer should be thoroughly 
acquainted with the objects in view. 

In winter time the air which is forced into the wards must be 
warmed, and so we generally find some means by which this is 
effected. In some instances the air is warmed at a distance from 
the wards, in others it is warmed in them. Recently it has been 
recommended to pass it through an apparatus just outside the wards 
(Vorwaernier) ; or it might pass through a stove in the ward. It 
has been found more difficult to ventilate satisfactorily with warm 
air than was at first expected. As the system Farcot-Laurens is 
expensive. Van Hecke's was introduced in two Paris hospitals (see 
B cP ttjon Hospital, AJtona Military Hospital). I consider it un- 
healthy ; the air is too dry, although it passes over a water surface, 
and smells close. 
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On Natural Ventilation in Horpiials. 



The term " natural ventilation " is of recent origin, and implies 
(hat no artificial means as described above are used. We rely for 
this kind of ventilation on chimney-fires in winter time, and on 
doors and windows ; but, in so far as their construction is — if not 
artificial — yet in some way scientific, and requires a certain inge- 
nuity, the terra natural is not quite logical. I use the term as it 
is generally understood. A means of natural ventilation which is 
rarely alluded to is that by the brick walls. The amount of air 
which enters a hospital ward through a brick wall, supposing it not 
to be impervious, is considerable. Pettenkofer has been able to 
blow out a Doming caudle through a brick wall; and there is no 
doubt that the change of the outer temperature in a room, the 
windows and doors of which are closed, is partly owing to the per- 
meability of the building material. Lastly, air enters through the 
chinks of doors anil windows, unless they are pasted over ; and that 



the quantity of air is considerable may be easily perceived by 
placing the baud or face against the chinks. It is not at all certain 
that the patients are benefited by making walls, doors, and windows 
impervious to air. But as regards the walls, we do so in order to 
keep them free from impregnation with organic matter. 

As for doors, we either find movable glass-paues at the upper, 
or square npertures at the lower part, 1 or brattices or louvres in them, 
or the two latter in the wall above thern. Large louvres, say five 
feet by three, over the entrance door, are valuable aids to ventilation 
when the air in the hall or staircase is sweet ; and they might be 
kept more or less open continually, even during the night. 

Ab regards the windows/ I mentioned already that the French 
eroise'es are inferior to sash-windows (p. 1(5). There is one sort of 
croLsees where the " battants " can be kept fixed in any desired posi- 
tion by means of rods ; but I found them very rarely used. Sometimes 
you find one pane of the window (generally an upper one) revolving 
or opening inwards, or the whole upper part, say one-sixth of the 
window, opening on an incline inwards, the lower part being croisees. 8 
I need scarcely mention the circidar ventilators which are placed in 
an upper window-pane (Wiudrader) ; they are not much used now. 

The sash-window is suspended by weights iu such a manner that 
it slides in a vertical direction, and keeps its place in whatever posi- 
tion you leave it. You can therefore cause an air-current, weak or 
strong, just as you please, by leaving it more or less open ; whereas 
the common croisce window, when opened, lets the air rush in in a 
larger quantity than is desirable. The sash-window can be combined 
with a pane at the top or bottom, revolving inwards. Louvres can 
be placed in windows iu the same way as in doors. To keep windows 
which open inwards in a desired position, ropes are used or levers 
and toothed wheels. 

Windows can have three or four compartments, and these may 
represent the above-mentioned construction in different combinations. 
Sometimes all the compartments revolve inwards ; sometimes the two 
upper ones. Windows can be of thick plate-glass, or double, and 
the latter have narrow or wide spaces between them. This space 
can be used to let the air enter and reduce the celerity of its cur- 
rent* Windows may be coloured, made semi-transparent, perforated 

1 Zurich Hospiinl ; Hanover Military Hospital. 

2 For windows in Lunatic Asylums, see under thnt head. 

s In Winterthur iu a new hospital you find double windows, the upper ones 

being sash the lower ones trainees. The sash-windows are fastened to each Other 

and can he moved in a vertical direction, so that they may be lowered between 

the panes of the lower ones as far as it pleases you. 

' St, Mary's Hospital. 
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(punched), or be composed of small brattices. The two latter kinds 
are more suitable for offices than hospitals. Perforated zinc plates, 
the whole width of the window and five or six inches high, are 

capital means for ventilation ; they are generally placed at the top 
of the window, and where there is a sash they are in front of it, so 
that they let the air in when the window is partly lowered. The 
current of air is diminished, and yet a considerable quantity admitted. 

It is, however, not always desirable that we should be obliged to 
lower the sash, because the air enters between the upper and lower 
compartments of the window as well as through the open space at 
the top. Therefore the zinc plates might be inside the window- 
frame, and yet separate from the upper sash, and they might be 
double, one sliding over the apertures of the other. 

To prevent patients shutting a window, I suggest a simple con- 
trivance. Let a piece of wood, about three inches long, be fastened 
by a hinge to the frame, so that it drops when the sash is lowered ; 
the nurse having a long rod with a hook at the end to raise it when 
she shuts the window. The frame to have a groove, serving as a 
receptacle for this piece of wood. 

If it is desired to let air enter between two sashes, and nowhere 
else, we raise the lower one and place a board on the lower border 
Uj close the open space. It is easy to make the windows of the 
water-closets self-acting, so that they open when you leave and shut 
when you enter. 

Open chimney fires are considered useful as a means of natural 
ventilation on account of the strong current of air caused by the fire. 
A large fire causes heated air to ascend to the ceiliug ; it gradually 
spreads to the opposite side of the room, or nearly so, then descends 
and returns near the floor in the direction of the chimney. This 
has been demonstrated by experiments, numerous scraps of paper 
being suspended in the air from the ceiling of a room, to show the 
direction of the current. Where more than one chimney is required, 
they must he at some distance from each other, so that they do not 
draw one upon the other, and the fires must be about equal in size 
and power. If the chimneys are surrounded with air-chambers they 
are even more useful, especially in cold weather. 

The remodelled fire-grates are quite as efficient for ventilation as 
chimneys, if not more so. 



Testing the System of Ventilation, 

Besides the senses, which supply a test always ready, there are 
some other means for ascertaining the sufficiency of ventilation. 
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To test the quantity of air admitted into or extracted from a 
ward we have the anemometer, a little instrument which has four 
sails or wings. These wings are easily moved by the draught, and 
from the number of turns in a minute we ascertain the quantity of 
air that has passed the anemometer. 

To test the quality we have to analyse the air to see how much 
carbonic acid and water it contains. For the first purpose Petten- 
kofer's teat is the best. 1 The air is shaken with lime-water of 
known strength (generally 1*1 to 1*3 grm. of lime to a litre), and the 
quantity of lime remaining in solution is found by testing with acid, 
l'ettenkofer recommends a solution which contains at 64 degrees 
Fahrenheit 2'250 grm. of crystallised oxalic acid in a litre: 1 cc. 
saturates O'OOl grm. of lime. The point of neutralisation you find 
by turmeric paper, on which you let fall a drop of the fluid ; the 
peripheric portion of the drop turns to a brownish colour, if only a 
small portion of the lime is left in solution. For if only a drop of 
lime-water is mixed with 12'15 cc. water, the fluid, treated in the 
stated manner, shows basic reaction, although hy immersing the 
turmeric paper it cannot be seen. 

To make the experiment, take a glass bottle with well-fitting 
stopper, and containing about 6 litres of the air of the locality in 
question. Add 45 cc. of lime-water, and shake the bottle repeatedly 
in the course of half an hour, so that the carbonic acid becomes 
absorbed. The turbid lime-water is poured into a small glass to 
settle. Then take 30 ce. of the clear fluid to test with oxalic acid. 
From the quantity of the acid multiplied with 1'5 (as you took of 
the original 45 cc. only 30), you find the free lime, which has not 
combined with the carbonic acid, and by the difference the lime 
bound to the carbonic acid ; by this the weight of the carbonic acid ; 
and then easily the volumes, as 1000 cc. at 32 deg. Fahr. and 760 
nun. B.P. are equal to 1*9677 grm. If the air contains ten times 
as much carbonic acid as is found in atmospheric air, we have to 
take 12'15 cc. or more of lime-water to a litre. 

We test the hygroscopic quality of the air by the hygrometer ; 
that uf Saussure is generally used. It consists in a hair drawn 
through a frame. The hair is acted upon by the moisture, and 
moves a hand on a dial as it becomes longer or shorter. 

For an exact investigation we must know for each degree of the 
hygrometer what would be the weight of the water contained in a 
space equal to that of a centimetre of air at 66 deg. Fahr. 

Another way to find out the quantity of water is by letting the 
air which we examine pass through pumice-stone, which absorbs the 
water, and weigh it before the experiment and after. 
1 Feliling, in Liebij;'? Ifniuluwlerbuth. 
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Lastly, we may test the hygromotrie condition of the air by dry 
and wet bulbs. 

Organic matters suspended in the air of hospital wards may lie 
determined by a solution of permanganate of potash. The test if 
valuable, although it indicates only the oxidisable part of the organic 
matter. 

On Cubic Spate of Sick Wants, and the amount of Fresh Air 
desirable to be supplied by Ventilation to each Inmate. 

Before we decide on any plan of ventilation, we should know 
the amount of cubic space it is intended to allow the patients. We 
find the space small in overcrowded wards, and the best ventilation 
would not prevent some of the evil consequences thereof. The 
lowest possible estimate of space in which a healthy man could live 
for twenty-four hours, with no other means of ventilation than the 
accessory ones — viz. the chinks of the doors and windows, is 30 
cub. met. (about 1050 feet). If it is less, the air becomes uufit for 
respiration. As regards sick people no experiments have been made, 
but there is no doubt that they require more space than healthy 
ones, 

In existing hospitals, the cubic space varies from 600 to 2500 
feet ; but no recent establishment of any pretence affords less thau 
1200, which amount, in the opinion of many surgeons and hospital 
physicians, is sufficient under ordinary circumstances. 

Fever patients, clinical cases, women in childbirth, and persons 
who have been operated upon, are considered to require a larger 
amount of cubic space than others ; and for syphilitic or eye patients, 
for aged people, or children, a less space is sufficient. 

Those establishments which allow ample cubic space afford, 
undoubtedly, better conditions for recovery than others ; but there 
must be certain limits to the space allotted to a single patient, on 
account of the expenses accruing to the hospital 

The surface area a patient should have can be more easily 
determined than the cubic space. As the large wards of a hospital 
are generally 28 or 30 feet wide, and as a bed must have a clear 
space of at least 3 feet on both sides, or fi feet across, it follows 
that the surface space must be G x 14 (=84) square feet as a 
miuiinum. 

As regards the amount of air to be supplied by a good ventila- 
tion, medical men are often requested by architects to express their 
opinion on the subject, but there is much uncertainty about the 
point, notwithstanding the most careful investigations. 
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We may first try to solve the question by scientific deductions. 
In the first instance, we must know the composition of pure air. 
It is after Schodler : — 

20*815 oxygen. 
79-185 nitrogen. 
O'OOOG carbonic acid. 

I'ouuiet does not consider air impure which contains from '0002 
to '0003 of carbonic acid. As for hygrometric properties, the air- 
ought to contain, after D'Arcet, one-half vapour at 66 deg. of tem- 
perature, this being 7 grm. of water in a cub. met. Some philo- 
sophers have stated it to be 6'43 grm. The ammonia, sulphuretted 
hydrogen, and other substances present in small quantities in the 
air we leave out of the question. 

We cannot call the air pure when it has lost its normal propor- 
tions of carbonic acid and watery vapour. It is now our object to 
find out, from the increase of carbonic acid in a room where a 
number of people are collected, how much air is to be provided by 
ventilation to make up for this vitiation, and restore the air to its 
normal condition. 

Deduction from the Proportion of Carbonic Acid. 

Carbonic acid is exhaled from the lungs and the skin of a living 
being. A man in good health is said by l'appenheim to exhale as 
the greatest quantum in an hour 50 grm., equal to about 25 litres 
(•">-2 gallons), at 32 deg. Fahr., and 760 mm. atmospheric pressure; 
Andral, Gavarret, Valentin, Brunner, state about 21 litres; Scharling, 
18-5. 

Supposing now 20 litres to be right, we have 480 litres of 
carbonic acid in 24 hours at 32 deg.; when the person is in a 
temperature of 66 deg. they expand to 510 litres. 

But not all the oxygen of the air is used by the process of re- 
spiration ; only a part of it disappears, and is replaced by nearly 
the same quantity of carbonic acid ; the exhaled air contains 4 per 
cent of carbonic acid, or, after Vierordt, 433 (Physiologic des 
Athmtns). So that 510 litres of carbonic acid exhaled by an adult 
must be diffused through a quantum of 12-750 litres of air which 
ouly contain 4 per cent of carbonic acid. This would be the 
quantum supposing we did not re-inhale the exhaled air. 

As this is unavoidable, we have to add a new quantity of air in 
order to restore the normal proportion — that is to say, of "0002 or 
0003 of carbonic acid. 
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If the uew air were free from carbonic acid, we should have, the 
right proportion by increasing 12"750 litres to 255'000 ; but as tbe 
new air contains from 4 to 5 ten -thousandths, the 255 - 000 contain 
25 ten -thousandths, which, however, is satisfactory. 

To satisfy the wants of respiration, we have to supply to 
adult 255 c. m. of air in 24 hours, or 10 c m. 625 litres per hour. 

Deduction from the Proportion of Watery Vapour. 

Many philosophers have made researches on the quantity of 
water lost by the body during a certain time, say an hour. 

Barral compared the water contained in solid and liquid food 
consumed with the solid and fluid secretions, and found by the 
difference the loss through lungs and skin. A man, twenty-nine 
years of age, consumed, in eatbig and drinking, 1998 grm. of water, 
and exhaled 1177 grin, by al vine excretion and urine; therefore 
821 grm. were lost by exhalation from lungs and skin. In January 
the same consumed 1842 grm., and gave off in the same way a 
above 10^2 ; difference, 870 grm. 

Tbe medium was 875 grm., to which, after Barml, the water has 
to be added, which is formed by the hydrogen of the solid food 
combining with the oxygen of the stomach or air, This, however, 
we cannot take into consideration. 

Sanctorius, Dodart, Rye, F. Home, Robertson, Lining, W. Stark, 
and others, tried to find out the loss of water by direct experiments. 

I have to refer to the experiments of Seguin, continued during 
eleven months, 1 which he made on himself and others. He placed 
himself in a bag for three or four hours in such a way that only 
bis mouth was left uncovered ; he was weighed before and after the 
experiment, and at different times, and so found the loss from t 
skin ; the exhalation from tbe lungs was considered to be half t' 
of the skin ; and the whole found to be about 1000 gr. per hour. 
Dumas did not differ much from him. 

Valentin 2 considers the los3 from the lungs and from the skin t< 
be in another relation, viz. 5 to 9, and both altogether higher than 
Seguin (1400). Donders 3 says that the total amount exhaled from 
the lungs mid skin during 24 hours may be estimated at 1 kilog. r 
water, and of this -£ are exhaled from the skin, and -fy from th 
lungs. 

Considering that the temperature of the examined persons an 
the humidity of the atmosphere may have varied to a great extent 

1 Mtmoire de VAauUmie, 1700 ; i-t Ann. de Chimie, t 90. 
1 AUg. I'hyioUqit. 3 Spec. Physiol. , 1866, )>. 433. 



in the different experiments, the results obtained are not so very 
discordant. 

We may with some reason assume the hygrometric loss of an 
adult as 1000 grs. 

Now with Faciei we assume that one c. m. of air. which is half 
saturated with water, contains at a temperature of 32 degs. 7 grs. 
of water, therefore about 140 c. m. would be necessary to absorb 
1000 gr. ; hence we have to provide 6 c. m. of air per bed per hour. 

We therefore have deduced the necessity of supplying 11 cm. 
to neutralise the vitiation of air by carbonic acid, and 6 c m. to 
neutralise the vitiation caused by exhalation of wateiy vapour. But 
as the newly supplied air is only half saturated with water, it might 
absorb some humidity exhaled by the patients without becoming 
unhealthy. 

It is, however, not to be overlooked that our premises may be 
wrong. We have considered an air healthy with 2 or 3 thousandths 
of carbonic acid. Others only concede 1 thousandth (Pettenkofar, 
Guerin), and many disagree with Puelet, stating the humidity to be 
less than 7 grs. 

But a system of ventilation supplying 17 or 20 c. m, per hour, 
if satisfactory for healthy people, would not be so for the sick, 
because they 1 vitiate the air by many other exhalations. Although 
we do not know much about the nature of miasmata, we are entitled 
to believe that they can be removed by air currents. 

Taking into consideration all the impurities caused from spit- 
toons, bedding, poultices, infusions, bathing, etc., Poumet thinks the 
Bick require about double the quantity of air that would be con- 
sidered necessary for healthy people; this would be 30 or 40 c m. 
per bed per hour. But 40 c. m. will be insufficient when patients 
suffer from gangrene or typhoid fever, especially when the tempera- 
ture is high. A much larger supply is then desirable, the amount 
of which I scarcely can state in figures. 

The uncertainty on the point is considerable. It has been found 
in Lariboisiere that 60 cubic metres (2100 feet) per patient per 
hour were generally necessary to keep the air sweet (on the male 
side), and Pettenkofer is not disposed to consider this quantity 
excessive. 

lie-marks on the Different Systems of Ventilation. 

No artificial system can replace natural ventilation. The quantity 

of pure air which we admit through open doors and windows far 

exceeds any quantity obtainable by artificial means. This has been 

1 Sw Stromeyer, l'mti!'tii<m hi T it i>h it shrunken. 
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found by anemoraetric experiments from tbe celerity with which the 
air moves through windows. But care should be taken in sick wards 
that the openings are not 30 numerous as to expose the patients to 
draughts, 1 or to reduce the atmosphere of the wards to a low tem- 
perature. Nurses should he properly enlightened on this point. 

There are circumstances under which artificial ventilation cannot 
he dispensed with. In rainy or very cold weather windows and 
doors are kept shut, especially these of clinical wards, in consump- 
tion hospitals, etc. The openings for the admission of fresh air are 
not sufficient, and in winter-time it is desirable to admit warm air, 
and cool air in summer-time. 

It becomes, therefore, our business to combine judiciously natural 
and artificial ventilation. In hospitals built on the paviLion plan it 
is possible to make different arrangements for clinical and other 
wards. If we have only to supply fresh air without causing draughts 
to 50 or 60 patients confined in two wards on one side of the build- 
ing, this is much less difficult than to plan a uniform system for 
200 or 300. I suppose the ward I have to ventilate contains 28 
patients, and that it is provided with two patent stoves in the centre, 
and six openings on each side which contain perforated zinc plates, 
half the number of which may be kept open in cold weather; in 
addition there is a trap-door in the ceiling, which is opened for 
short periods. I should then wish to have also the means of forcing 
in fresh air — cool in summer, warmed in winter — by passing through 
the water stoves outside the ward and the stoves in the centre. 
There is no other means for doing this than a fan, and the air from 
the garden might be used, although purer could be obtained at a 
greater distance. It is possible to force in at least 2000 cubic feet 
of air per bed per hour, that is, 120,000 cubic feet in two hours. 
The time when fresh air is most wanted is in the early morning 
and late at night, therefore during this time the fan ought to 
operate. As explained in another place, there is no danger from 
compression of the air of the ward, and there can be none from the 
dryness of it. Besides some of the zinc plates admit fresh air. 
which the air forced in does not prevent. 

I venture to embody my views on ventilation in these few 
sentences. 

1. Ventilation by doors and windows cannot at any time be 
dispensed with in hospitals. 

2. Hospitals may rely on ventilation by windows and doors in 
summer-time, but if an artificial system is to be instituted, none but 
that by forcing in the air is efficient in summer. 

1 Sit Cliorlton ami Leii'oator Infirmaries. 
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3. In wiliter-time some of the artificial systems may operate 
with advantage, and cannot be dispensed with in clinical wards or 
consumption or fever hospitals during the cold season. 

4. No channels for withdrawing air should he formed, unless a 
continuous draught is caused in them by heat A ventilating fire 
is a more powerful agent for this than a hot cistern, and for the 
lower floors it is better to have the fire in the basement If there 
is a second or third floor the fire should be as near tliem as possible 
and not in the basement 

f>. Where hot-water pipes or stoves are used for warming, the 
outer air may pass over or through them into the wards by channels 
communicating with the atmosphere; where there are only chimneys, 
they may be surrounded by an air-chamber to the same purpose. 
.Such an arrangement is indispensable with the new improved fire- 
grates. 

6. Open chimney fires are capital aids to ventilation, and can 
be combined with every other system. 

7. The construction of the windows is most important, and 
should be considered well whenever a uew hospital is erected. It 
is rjot necessary that they should be on a uniform plan. No large 
entrance door should be without a large louvre above. 

8. Water-closets may be sufficiently ventilated by self-acting 
windows ; if outlet channels are instituted, they should lead into 
the smoke shaft 

9. I suggest that two zinc plates or tablets be placed in the 
upper part of or above some of the windows, in order to break the 
air-current, the inner plate sliding over the other, so that the aper- 
tures may be closed. The nurse to keep a rod for this purpose. 



1 9. Wash-house — Laundry. 

In most hospitals the washing is " done at home " — viz. in a 
house connected with the building. In London, however, many 
hospitals are without a laundry — viz. London, King's College, Bar- 
tholomew's, Westminster, and the Consumption hospitals : on the 
other baud, very large laundries are found in connection with work- 
houses — for instance, the City of London. The proceedings in this 
country and on the continent are somewhat different, a description 
of some apparatuses will be found in the descriptive part In 
France, Germany, Belgium, and on the continent in general, the 
dirty linen is first put iu cold water, and rinsed when taken out, by 
which the matters soluble in water come out of it ; it is next put 
into steam boilers (see Berlin Charite), which contain a certain 
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amount of hot ley (to 100 parts of water about four parts of soda), 
or, hot ley is filtered through the linen by machinery («■< hospital 
" Lariboisiere "). After this comes the washing in soap and water, 
generally by hand, and the proceeding is finished by rinsing (often 
by machinery or hydraulic press) and drying. In England they 
begin with the washing in soap and water; 1 then they rinse the 
linen, put it in the steam boiler with soda for a considerably longer 
time than they do in Germany, and afterwards rinse and dry. 

As far as I can judge, the continental process is preferable, be- 
cause the linen gets whiter, and the cost is less. In this country 
in general the price for washing is about 25 per cent higher than 
in France. That the continental proceeding may be suitable for the 
continent only, and the English for England alone, on account of the 
difference in the hardness of the water in each country, as Miss 
Nightingale suggests, I beg to doubt. First, the difference is not 
so great as has been stated ; secondly, it can be removed by aititui;d 
softening processes.* But the principal reason is that the conti- 
nental process is more in harmony with scientific rules. The most 
important part of the proceeding is the washing by band, for which 
the linen is gradually prepared : what can be done by water alone is 
done first; what steam and hot ley can do follows; and then there 
iB little left for the most expensive part of the business, that of the 
hands. To dispense altogether with hand-work has not been found 
advisable 

I hardly think that even in very small hospitals washing should 
bo done without steam : where this cannot be had, it is better put 
out The advantages of using Bteam, compared with the mode of 
washing in households, consists in saving coals or wood, soap, hands, 
because the hand-work is reduced to a third ; and time, because the 
whole is done three or four times quicker. Lastly, stronger solutions 
of potash are unnecessary, and Boda ley is less injurious to linen. 
Some compounds, for instance, of turpentine, soap, and muriate of 
ammonia, are recommended for use, instead of ley ; and they are 
very useful, but unnecessary where steam can be had. A little 
ammonia is all that is wanted. 

The drying is done in the open air, or, on horses moving on rails, 
by hot air. {See improvements under Charite Hospital.) The air 

1 See Guy's Hospital, Bradford Infirmary, London Fever Hospital, 
s The value of soft water can lie hardly over-cstimattxl. Organic impurities 
can be more easily got rid of by filtering. To make the water soft we have to 
eliminate the lime it contains ; this is difficult The less lime the water contains 
the leas soap gets lost, the fat of the soap OOlfibifiiDg with the lime. 

German housewives cnnfiilly collect the rain-water in luhs, which receivi' 
all the water from the roofs through rain-Raugm 
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can be heated by hot-water or steam pipes, or German stoves, in the 
basement beneath the drying-room. The said horses or frames 
(tiroirs) are about four feet high, and have several ledges, generally 
five; they are frequently made of galvanised iron. The architect 
must take care that the vapour is properly educted. 

The neat packing of the clean linen in separate airy rooms, and 
in well-aired and numbered frameworks, as accomplished by the 
Bisters in French hospitals, I am not the first to approve of, and 
recommend for imitation. 

The things used by patients with contagious diseases have to be 
washed and boiled separately, in separate tubs, and at a higher tem- 
perature than the others, additional care being taken that the officials 
avoid infection. 

20. Disinfection. 

Whatever linen or wearing apparel is suspected of being infected 
with contagious matters must be disinfected. Anything worn by 
patients with cutaneous diseases — as itoh, smallpox, or cholera, 
typhus, etc., belongs to this class. There are two principal mean3 
of disinfection — viz. a very high temperature and sulphurous vapours. 
The former is more expensive than the latter, which requires a very 
simple proceeding. I saw the former process in use when I visited 
some London prisons, and in different German hospitals; the second 
is used much in Paris. A temperature of 212 degrees Fahr. obtained 
by steam vapour destroys every kind of organic or inorganic con- 
tagion. When dry heat (hot air) is used, the temperature must be 
a little (20 per cent) higher to destroy bacteria. (See University 
College Hospital ; Moubit Hospital, Berlin; London Fever Hospital.) 

21. Kitchen. 

The kitchen is an important, but much neglected, part of a 
general hospital. The arrangement of a large hotel kitchen does not 
form a bad model for imitation. Although patients do not require 
refined fare, but merely wholesome food, yet few of the improved 
means for cooking or varying the diet should be absent Those 
patients who Buffer from indigestion want light, digestible, and speci- 
ally-prepared dishes, 

Cooking by steam is a most economical proceeding, and steamers 
should always be used for vegetables and soup-meat. 

Boasting requires to be done before the fire. Gas-stoves are 
expensive, and cannot be much recommended. Stoves for cooking 
made dishes on charcoal fires are required for the officials. The 
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continental system is to have ranges of brick with boles, covered 
with concentric rings of iron {Kochloch). Brick holds the heat better 
than iron. To have a large range in the centre of the kitchen i- 
much better than to have tires at the side; there is more space for 
cooking, and the steam is less troublesome. Descending fines seem 
to answer exceedingly well. Chops and steaks especially should be 
cooked on grates with a downward draught ; this prevents their 
becoming smoky or blackened (see Brompton Hospital). Where a 
kitchen chimney is found, it should he properly constructed ; I am 
informed that the best plan is to have the shaft surrounded by 
mantle, there being a capital draught in the intermediate space, 
always supposing that fresh air enters plentifully from the other sida 

As regards the steamers, they may be ranged round the wall, or 
close to it I always found the covers suspended by ropes, with 
balance weights (invisible). 

The scullery should he close to the kitchen, and well lighted. 
Both must he of a convenient height and size. 



22. The Dispensary. 

It should he situated in the administrative block, not too close 
to the wards : especially that part which contains the laboratory. 
Offensive smells must not find their way into the wards, and the 
noise caused by the use of the mortar must not disturb the patients. 

The dispensing room should not he in a dark place, but have 
large windows through which plenty of light falls into it ; nor should 
it be damp. Cleanliness and quick dispensing are promoted by 
ample light, and a plentiful supply of hot and cold water. Rain- 
water and condensed steam are of much use in the dispensary (ace 
Brompton Hospital), and steam or gas is useful for decoctions. A 
somewhat novel but simple contrivance for obtaining water in small 
quantities, and without using a tap, is this: — A tube is suspoiul-il 
from a stone jar placed at some height from the floor, and a burette 
at the farther end. The dispensing table should be in the centre, 
and covered with metal (as in public-houses), the floor of tiles, the 
lavatory with tilt-basin, as explained in another place (p. 20); and 
the sink should be large and deep in a corner. Poisonous drugs 
stand, of course, in a separate place, and are in bottles or jars of a 
peculiar shape. The cod-liver oil should be in an enamelled slate 
tauk, where a great quantity is used, or in stone barrels with brass 
cocks, where a smaller supply is required. The dispensing windows 
should project a little into the waiting lobby; have sliding shutters 
(better downwards than upwards) of about two feet square, and a 
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rail in front ; so that only one person can stand before the window. 
The drug stores may he partly kept in a cellar, to which access is 
obtained by a ladder, partly in an adjoining room. 



23, Libraries. 

We find two kinds of libraries in the hospitals, one for the medi- 
cal officers and pupils, the others for the patients. 

Wherever schools of medicine are in connexion with the insti- 
tutions libraries are also found, at least in this country. They are 
usually within an easy distance of the museum, and much frequented 
by the students, therefore undoubtedly useful. 

Libraries for the patients are rare on the continent a3 well as 
here. They are a great boon to them, and might be easily instituted 
where they do not exist. As one of the medical officers superintends 
the medical collection of books, so one of the officials should take 
charge of the common library. In English institutions the chaplain 
is the proper person for this office. There is not much trouble con- 
nected with it, as the patients interchange the books between them- 
selves. But once a week all the books might be returned. A separate 
fund could be easily raised for the purpose, and the current expenses 
are insignificant. 

24. Ice-pit, 

The want of ice is most felt during very hot weather, and when 
it can only be kept underground. The pit should be formed in a 
spot as dry and shady as possible. The air must be secluded from 
it; and in order to prevent it entering when the entrance door is 
opened, it should be constructed with double doors and a lobby be- 
tween ; the inner door not to be opened until the outer one is closed. 

The shape of the pit should be conical, the smaller part of the 
cone at the bottom ; the top may have a diameter of 1 5 feet, and 
the depth should he 18 or 20. A smaller pit covered by a grate 
should be made beneath, to drain the water formed by the melting 
of the ice. 

The walls of the pit should be covered with wood or bricks, and 
where the earth is very hard, with straw. The roof should be com- 
posed of wood, tiles, or straw, or a combination of these substances, 
the lower margin buried in the earth, or if there is a low wall it 
should be surrounded by an outer earth wall. 

Double walls with clay between them are needed when the 
ground is damp, and sometimes drains. The entrance should always 
be from the north. 
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25. Dead-house, 

It should be removed from the view of patients and visitors, and 
have a separate exit, that cannot be seen from the hospital, so that 
funerals are not noticed. The post-mortem rooms must be spacious, 
especially where a large school is attached to the institution. The 
rooms and amphitheatre properly arranged as regards light, drains, 
lavatory, etc. ; and a private room should be found for the professor. 

I would suggest the use of tables covered with galvanised iron. 



26. Tramways. 

These are found in some hospitals in the souterrain (Rudolpk- 
siiftunff, Kiel). They serve to convey food or other things placed 
on small carriages. They are also used for carrying hot-water dishes, 
cloth, medicine, or the patients themselves. 

I may mention in this place the tramways on the tables of the 
microscopical rooms of one hospital (Berlin). The microscopes are 
moved on wheels without being disturbed. 



27. Storage. 



had 



Provisions, beer, wine, heating materials, furniture, especially lied 
furniture, utensils, dress things, and liuen, want storing in various 
ways in a hospital. In the second part of this work details relating 
to this matter are given under Hamburg Hospital. The French 
storing of linen may serve as a model. 

28. On improving chiding HospUah. 

It is possible in a hospital which contains too great a number 
of small or double wards to throw several into one by removing par- 
tition walls (see Manchester Infirmary) ; it is also possible in corridor 
hospitals, where windows are on one side only, to improve ventilation 
by judiciously placing apertures opposite the windows. (See Man- 
chester Eoyal Infirmary.) 

Where the number of baths is insufficient, it can be increased. 
Bath-rooms which contain no means for warming may have a small 
Gurney's stove placed in them, the window if not double can be 
made double; should the room have no window, a slanting aperture 
can be managed near the ceiling (as an outlet for the steam). 

Common bath-rooms can easily be attached to a hospital in a 
separate shed ; they must contain vapour-bath and douche, and be 
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placed near the engine-house. Enamelled earthenware hatha should 
be preferred. 

Lavatories where they are not found can be instituted, and those 
with tilt-tip basins should he preferred (see Lavatories). A defective 
sink can be replaced by an improved one. 

Water-closets when badly placed should be removed, and new 
ones built out of the main building at a convenient place. It is 
sometimes possible to institute the means for warming them de- 
scribed at another place. 

Perforated zinc plates can be placed in front of upper sash win- 
windows. 

Low kitchens can be improved by carrying the ceiling higher or 
the floor lower, but where both cannot be done and a new kitchen 
cannot l>e built, it is still possible to obviate the principal nuisance 
of steam and smoke by placing a range with descending flues in the 
centre, the fireplace to be blocked. 

A dark dispensary should be transferred to a well-lighted room. 
Gas burners ought to be connected with ventilating tubes, as in the 
Herbert Hospital and new Leeds Infirmary. 

Hospital patients should wear a dress provided by the hospital. 
A woollen stuff is the best material, 

Patients' libraries can be instituted, and should be under the care 
of the clergyman. 

I should think that it will be in many instances possible to 
institute foul-linen shoots where they do not exist, as lifts have been 
frequently added where they were not found before. 

The out-patients' department might he improved in some hos- 
pitals. As regards the waiting-rooms, males and females should not 
sit together ; a simple iron rail might divide the room into two com- 
partmeuta. There should he separate doors for ingress and egress of 
patients. 

Day and dining rooms might be added where they do not exist. 

Hospital carriages should be provided — especially for fever cases. 

29. Lint of some of the Useful Iwph-Mcnf.i, Improved Utensils and 
Macldncs which might be provided for the Hospital. 

Hall, Garden, 

Hexagonal hall lantern, with stained glass ; cast-iron bronzed 
umbrella stand ; patent chair (a balance) to cany patients up the 
stairs ; speaking tubes, or telegraph ; garden engines (Burton's, 
39 Oxford Street). 
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Wards. 

Bed-pans and urinals of earthenware (Coxeter) ; water-beds ; 
machines for a reclining (half- sitting) position ; bed-warmers, bed- 
trays; lock er- tables ; atomiser for disinfecting fluid (Condy's). The 
cheapest are two brass, or, better, glass tubes, placed in a rectangle ; 
if one is placed in the mouth and blown into, the other communi- 
cating with the fluid, a tine spray is caused. The tubes can be 
separate or movable on each other. Barometer, thermometer, 
anemometer (Casella), manometer. 

Wire flower-stands for convalescent room. 



Baths. 



Enamelled earthenware (Bufford, Stourbridge pottery) ; 
pending ahower-bath, oval nursery basin, on three-legged table, 
castors and loose frame ; vaginal douche ; galvanised cast-iron box 
fixed close to the ceiling, with india-rubber tube, having an ivory 
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Bainmarie, with copper pans ; travellers, with hot-water dish, 
fixed hot plate ; hot-water dishes for meat, with cavity for the gravy ; 
wooden meat-screen, lined with tin ; wrought-iron dripping-pan and 
stand ; tin boxes for the lifts ; white enamelled plate-slabs for meat 
stores ; ditto tanks for milk ; fly-proof meat safes ; knife-cleaner. 



Laundry. 



iri- 
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For large hospitals, Bouillon's apparatus for " arrosage " {see Lari- 
lioisiere) ; for small ones, Bradford's patent machines (mangling is 
better done by a separate machine) ; travellers for wet cloths. 

Carriages, Stables. 

Large hospitals should have a carriage and horses for the director 
or treasurer, patients' carriage, and fever carriage. The latter con- 
veyances should be long enough to place the patient in a horizontal 
position on an air-tight mattress, which is slipped in and out on a 
frame. The carriage should be well ventilated by opposite lattice 
and small louvres in the central portion. 



CENTRALISATION AND SELF-GOVERNMENT. 



II.— ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF HOSPITALS 
AND CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 

1. On Centralisation and Sflf-Governmtnt. 

However convinced one may be that a system of centralisation 
as it exists in Paris ' for the relief of the sick poor has great advan- 
tages, it does not necessarily follow that this system should be intro- 
duced everywhere. It is, however, desirable that people in this 
country should not object to become thoroughly acquainted with the 
usages of other countries, in order to appropriate as much of that 
which is useful as they possibly can. Many English ways of managing 
certain matters might be introduced with advantage on the continent, 
and a certain competition to be the most perfect in these affairs can 
only have beneficial results. 

I have not to deal here with pauperism ; but I consider a good 
system of medical relief for the sick ]>oor an important agent to 
prevent the spread of pauperism. That much in this direction has 
to be done in this metropolis no one denies at the present time, when 
the existing system of medical relief is undergoing a complete change. 11 
What may be done under existing circumstances, the following obser- 
vations, I hope, will explain in some degree to the reader. 

I begin with the hospitals. In Paris they are all Government 
institutions, whereas in London they are private and (three hospitals 
and the asylums excepted) not supported by Government, but by 
voluntary contributions. They may be well constructed and managed 
in both places; but there is one great difference resulting from the 
English mode which cannot be passed over in silence. The sub- 
scribers to private institutions expect certain rights and equivalents, 
especially that of recommending patients for admittance. Now this 
excludes general admission as a rule, however frequent the exceptions 
may be. Therefore the persons for whom we erect the hospitals — 
viz. the sick poor, are deprived of their legitimate rights. Those 
who most require admission are not the class known to governors. 

1 L'Admi nisi rai ii hi Griu'ralw de l'Asaistiiiii-<' Ftihliipie ic ;i Wnl appointed by 
Government. At the head is a director. All the hiwpitsils, li^piu-a, lunatic 
asylums, institutions fur medical and other relief, conviuY'scunt institutions, etc., 
ire under this board. A bureau central is in the centre of Paris. Patients who 
wish to be admitted into a hospital apply for a ticket, and are sent to an institu- 
tion trim there are vacant beds. Only a few hospitals at a distance from this 
office are allowed to dispense with this formality. But every applicant id 
idmitted. i See Fever and Smallpox Hospitals in London. 
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To be afflicted with sickness should be the only valid and sufficient 
reason on which a poor person is entitled to admission. If the 
patients are admitted by letter, those often become inmates of the 
hospital who are much better out of it, and those are not admitted 
who live iii wretched lodgings. In the country, you often find the 
hospitals filled with trivial cases, especially in the first half of the 
year, when the governors are well provided with letters ; the poor, 
who suffer from the most acute and serious diseases, are treated at 
their homes, where the conditions for recovery may be marred by 
want of the necessary cubic space, nursing, and proper food. Even 
in London delay and difficulties arise when a sick and poor person 
wants to be admitted, as letters are only given out on one day in the 
week. It might be said, that for those who cannot be received into 
the general hospitals the workhouse infirmaries are open. The latter, 
however, are not yet so perfect in their arrangements as hospitals, 
and as they serve principally to receive those who fall ill among the 
persons living in the workhouse, they are also small, containing 
generally about 100 or 200 beds. 

The hospitals in German cities are either Government, municipal, 
or free institutions. The municipality often avail themselves of 
institutions with the management of which they have nothing to do ; 
this is simply done by farming beds, and geuerally less than 2s. fid. 
per day per head is paid. Although this is also done in London 
(for instance, the Jewish board of guardians farm wards iu the London 
Hospital, and the Unions farm beds in the Smallpox Hospital), yet 
it is very rare. 1 In Scotland and Ireland it occurs more frequently, 
and may be suggested to boards of guardians as a good means to 
prevent overcrowding of workhouse infirmaries. 

All this, however, is superfluous under a system of centralisation 
(as in Paris), where means are soon found to satisfy the wants of the 
sick and needy ; for instance, should an epidemic like cholera break 
out, buildings are quickly transformed into temporary hospitals.* 

It further must strike every one, that centralisation works more 
cheaply than self-government ; only to mention a few points : — A 
great deal of money is wasted in advertising and public dinners, 
without wliich the institutions cannot get subscribers. But this 
might be said to be somewhat counterbalanced by the gratuitous 
services of managers and medical officers. 

It is better for special hospitals to he free institutions, with the 
exception of lock hospitals. The latter are almost as necessary iu 

1 On pay- war- is and pay-hoepitala, known on the continent under the name 
of " mai&ont dr tohW," wt in seonid jmrt under London, 
a See also St. PeterBDurt! temporary dispensaries. 
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certain localities (seafaring towns) as military one3 for soldiers. Female 
lock hospitals should be founded and supported by Government. A 
t deal of misery to mankind might be prevented by such institu- 
! being founded by the State in places where they do not as yet 

As regards dispensaries, those which are free institutions are of 
a different character from those that are under Government control ; 
the committees of the first should strive to keep them in a state of 
the greatest possible perfection. There should be a staff of able 
medical officers, and the visiting of the sick poor should receive 
especial attention. Quick and trustworthy dispensers should he 
engaged, etc. Some of these dispensaries are very useful, by attend- 
ing midwifery cases. 

It may be said of both hospitals and dispensaries, managed and 
supported as they generally are in this metropolis, that besides the 
blessings they confer on the sick poor, they promote good feeling and 
harmony between different classes of s 



2. Who should be at the head of a Hospital ? 

The existing institutions are governed and administered in different 
ways. The supreme authority may rest with one director or two, or 
with a number of gentlemen who form a committee. Now if there 
is one man at the bead, it seems very natural that he should be a 
medical man. We may reasonably suppose that he knows better 
liuw to satisfy the wants of patients than one who has not been in 
wnatant intercourse with them. Other medical men are more likely 
to submit to his authority than to thnt of one standing outside the 
profession. Knowing from his own experience as a resident medical 
officer or interne the minor details of management, he would be the 
right person to watch and superintend the subordinate officers. On 
the other hand it is contended that medical men in general are bad 
• M administrative men ; and that others, therefore, should be 
preferred who possess this qualification in a greater degree. That 
two directors should exist (as in the Berlin Charite) is rather an 
tonal state of things owing to peculiar circumstances. In 
«ome German hospitals and in many French provincial and Irish 
i a head sister reigns supreme; in Italy a monk belonging 
i'ler that founded the establishment sometimes acts as director. 
h England, as a rule, the management is in the hands of a com- 
mittee, and this arrangement has some advantages. They transact 
business in a proper manner, usually follow the advice of their 
medical officers, who have been elected by them, afford means of 
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It is only mtfJy that Id this country a 
1 to be in possession of satisfactory 
i unless he has acquired his knowledge in a 
Bat the majority, at present, are still satisfied 
with the opportunity of learning the art and science of medicine 
afforded by aesistanceship to a pra cti tioner. The hospital authorities 
will find it necessary to accommodate themsel ve s to the changed 
sy s t e m of education, and afford an opportunity to a greater number 
of improving their knowledge by residing in the establishment. A 
short residence in a hospital at the commencement of the medic 
career is of great importance and value ; the student becomes 
exact observer from the beginning, and many commence the stm 
of a speciality in which they afterwards excel, at this period of thi 
practical education. 

The staff of hospital physicians and surgeons should be recruited 
from late resident medical officers, and they should also have the 
preference when an appointment is to be filled up in workhouse 
infirmaries. 



4. On Written or Printed Rules for (he Officials. 



Any one whose duty it becomes to make or assist in makil 
roles for a new establishment respecting the management, duties 
honorary or other officers attached to it, etc, will be enabled to do 
so by studying the numerous reports anil written regulations of 
existing charities. He may not find it without interest to compare 
the niti-fi of English and continental institutions. 

No one connected with a hospital ought to forget that it prii 
cipully exists for the patients : it is not founded or supported 
Ibtli'i- llio vanity of committee-men, to give a director an opportunity 
tot ruling tyrannically over his subordinates, or to set up a medical 
mini in |irar.'tiee. The grand object is charity : to attain it all must 
work together harmoniously, and the best rules would 
should common-sense and good-will be wanting. 



, 



: 



1 .:., I.:ic.]i,,i : ,' I- 
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1 Ser Leeds Infirmary. 
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5. Dress of Patients. 

On the continent every hospital inmate, some paying patients 
excepted, wears the dress of the establishment, not his own ; but the 
English system is to let the patients bring their clothes into the 
wards, where they have the right to keep them until they leave the 
institution. They have generally to pay even for their washing. 
It is a fact that patients sometimes cannot be admitted because 
their dress is too filthy, and are refused admittance for this reason. 1 
Now this is wrong ; but there are other objections to the English 
system. The boxes in which the clothes must be kept occupy a 
considerable cubic space, and are sometimes very large ; I have 
seen them fill the greater part of the space underneath the bed, 
about 20 cubic feet.' There is no certainty that unclean things 
do not get into the wards, and sometimes the boxes are unsightly. 
The other plan does not give rise to any such inconvenience, but it 
is expensive. It has the advantage that patients can be recognised 
by their dress, and are therefore under much better control. It ia 
easy to let the patient change his clothes before he is admitted into 
the ward. There may be separate chambers for undressing, and 
the tilings are kept stacked, numbered, and ticketed. The hospital 
dress is put on after the patient has had a bath, his own is returned 
to him when he leaves the hospital convalescent or relieved, or 
when he is permitted to walk outside the hospital. 

The dress of hospital patients must be of a suitable material, 
that will bear washing and keep them warm. A woollen stuff is the 
liest : the principal article is a gown, almost fit for either sex ; the 
colour need not be quite dark, nor need all patients have dresses of 
the same colour, but there should not be many different dresses ; 
the underclothing is of flannel. The whole dress may be provided 
for less than a pound ; of course this system involves other expenses, 
those of keeping extra servants, supplying more baths, etc 

We need not fear that the patients would object much to the 
system. Of course they would grumble a little the first time, as 
they did in the institution where I saw it adopted, 3 but they soon 
got used to it. 

All those institutions that are endowed or rich enough to intro- 
duce the continental plan should not hesitate to do so, and include 
it among the modern improvements. 

A ■link'tic patient informed me at the dispensary that he did not succeed 
ia his application for admittance to a metropolitan general hospital on account 
a City of London Hospital for Diseases of the Cheat. 
Bradford Eye E capital. 
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6. On Hospital Statistics. 

Whatever opinion one may have on the value of hospital statis- 
tics, I certainly do not think it desirable to take careful notes on 
unimportant cases. What is the use of knowing the number of 
case3 of scabies, or obstruction of the bowels, of acne or orchitis, 
and similar diseases during the year, with the sex, age, etc., stated ! 
It is quite another thing to follow up zymotic diseases, lung dis- 
orders, or certain grave operations, and compile the materials for 
comparison between different hospitals and countries. But the 
rage for statistics must not lead us so far that we inflict ou our- 
selves the disadvantages of bureaucratic institutions. The difficulty 
is to do enough, and yet not to do too much. Statistics are a. 
recent science, and when cultivated properly may lead to good 
results. 

As there is no central administration for the hospitals of this 
metropolis, the only way to come to a practical result is by a com- 
mission of medical men. 1 They should agree upon a limited number 
of diseases, which they advise to tabulate in the interest of medical 
science and sanitary improvements. It woidd, however, be necessary 
to tabulate the patients of the workhouse infirmaries and special 
hospitals as well, and to know the number of incurables. All this 
should be done as much on the plan of other countries as possible. 



7. On the Did of Hospital Patients. 

There cannot be much difficulty in making rules for the diet in 
a newly-built hospital. There are usually four different diets, and 
much depends upon the custom of the place and country. It i; 
well known that a great difference exists between continental and 
English cooking. We find by looking at the diet-tables that the 
supply of meat is somewhat different even in the same country, and 
in some institutions rather scanty. It is not advisable to replace 
the meat by weak broth or soups, and it should always be borne i: 
mind how much the progress of recovery depends upon substantia] 
and digestible food. It is true that patients who are not satisfied 
with their portion ask for extra diet and get it j but the diet should 
never be on too limited a scale. 

The example of liberality given by most of the London hospita 
has not been without its due influence on the dietary regulations ol 
continental hospitals, and it would certainly he a retrogressive 

1 The Awociation of Registrars of Hospitals in London i* « sttp in the right 
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measure if the diet was restricted here in any way. It is not out 
of place for a high-standing hospital physician to judge himself if 
the quality of the food which ia supplied to his patients is good hy 
tasting it Patient3 do not always like to complain that the milk, 
beef-tea, bread, or other articles are not good. 

I append some diet-tables of this and other countries (on 
page 53). 

8. Cleanliness. 

A special mattress-room is very convenient in hospitals, where 
the mattresses are taken to pieces and made up again. The ticks 
are washed and remade ; the hair should not be put in loosely, 
but stuffed in properly, and the thread passed across. This takes 
some time ; a woman is nearly two days over it, and therefore it 
is often neglected ; but it is of great importance, and should be 
done. 

It is not advisable to have this done out of the hospital ; it is 
not fair, in the first instance, to subject tradespeople to infection ; 
secondly, it is not economical, because they charge very high for it; 
and thirdly, a greater part of the material gets lost to the hospital, 
as I have several tunes been informed that the mattresses have less 
weight when sent back, and often an inferior article is substituted 
for the horse -hair. 

It is of importance that all the parts of the hospital should 
always be in the greatest possible state of cleanliness. Great is the 
difference between different institutions and different countries in 
this respect ; but it becomes members of the medical profession to 
have always in mind the welfare of their patients, and therefore to 
see that nothing is neglected as regards cleanliness. This includes 
that the patients themselves are kept clean in their persons, and 
also that their dress and bed things and the dishes or implements 
they use are tidy. 



9. On. the Payment of Medical ( 
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Physicians or surgeons attached to continental hospitals or insti- 
tutions of a similar kind receive a salary fur their services, which, 
however, is generally small (see Lariboisiere hospital). The most 
celebrated medical men in Paris, Berlin, Vienna, and other cities, do 
not decline to take it, nor do they lose caste by it 

As a rule, these officers are honorary in this country, the colonies, 
and America; but poor-law medical officers everywhere receive a 
salary. As regards Loudon, the endowed hospitals anil a few dis- 
pensaries pay salaries to their physicians and surgeons ; where medical 
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schools are connected with the charity, the common fund obtained 
from the pupils' fees is generally divided between the head physicians 
and surgeons, hut all the other gentlemen derive no pecuniary benefit 
from, nor is direct patronage connected with, their offices. It is, 
however, impossible that under the present system the committees of 
these institutions can find means to pay medical men, and this is the 
reason why they oiler cheerfully their gratuitous services. We find 
the committees of some institutions place at the disposal of their 
officers small Bums in order to defray their travelling expenses. 
Occasionally we read in the papers of the presentation of a purse as 
a testimonial to a medical officer. 

It follows from the circumstance that they are honorary that the 
medical officers are not bound to give notice of leaving, hut do so by 
courtesy only ; and that they are not bound to supply reports to the 
committees. This would be otherwise were they to receive salaries. 



10. Nursing in Hospitals. 

There has been mucli attention paid to this subject lately, and 
the system of nursing is becoming improved in this country. In 
English hospitals we generally find a paid matron and night and day 
nurses. The latter are trained in different parts of the country ; for 
instance, in Bath, Lincoln, Bristol, etc. Lately Protestant religious 
orders (I think there are three at present in existence) have begun to 
take charge of the nursing, 1 but the common nurses are always lay 
nurses. In France, however, the whole system of nursing nearly is 
in the hauds of religious orders. All the nurses (rdiyi.rtisis) are nuns, 
superintended by sisters called skuts surveillantes ; male attendants 
are employed as little as possible. In Italy, where nuns do the same 
work, the male sex is also represented by monks, and to a greater 
extent than elsewhere. In Germany sisters of charity begin to be 
more generally admitted : one celebrated training institution is at 
Kaiserswerth (I)iaeouissen-Austalt), but male nurses and married 
couples are frequently employed. In Russia we find, besides the 
latter, sisters of mercy in some establishments, especially in chOdreu's 
hospitals. 

As regards the sex, I think males less desirable, except in mili- 
tary hospitals. In private life we always prefer females as nurses 
to males, because it is more in their nature to attend kindly to sick 
people. In hospitals male patients do not object to female nurses, 
bat females very much to male attendants. Females understand all 
those little things which contribute to make a ward comfortable and 
1 University College, KiiiL'? Cullt-jv.', C'lioi-iuj; Cross Hospital*. 



cheerful. They are more patient and vigilant,' and devote themselves 
with more earnestness to their arduous duties than men. 

The next question winch arises is, should orders he preferred to 
lay nurses ? The question has been principally discussed in France, 
where the medical men complained frequently that they had not 
enough authority over the wears and religieuxs. The latter did not 
always comply with the orders about diet or other things; aud 
complaints made to the superiors had only the effect of removing the 
refractory nurse to another ward, where she acted in the same manner. 
In London, where the orders have lately begun their activity, similar 
conflicts of the different authorities have occurred, and will not be 
absent {such happened at King's College with the chaplain); but I 
am informed that the medical officers are generally very well satis- 
fied with the system, and they consider it an improvement. In 
Germany I know the Protestant orders are highly valued, and so I 
am inclined to think that hospitals in this country need not be afraid 
of handing over the nursing to a Protestant order. One condition 
is, however, essential, and that is, that they refrain from proselytism. 
As regards the patients, they do not object to religious nurses. 

Ladies have tried their hand as amateur nurses, but I believe 
they are a failure. Their well-meant efforts are not always crowned 
with success. To mention one instance : the soldiers in the Herbert 
Hospital (Woolwich) did not like their lady nurses, and nineteen out 
of twenty called for their old ignorant nurses. These ladies are too 
much above the station of the sick in hospitals, and however willing 
to do the meanest services, are not so fit for them as other nurseB. 

Unpaid pauper nurses are the worst of all. I have seen them, 
and generally found them weak in body and mind. But worse than 
this, they have been found purloining articles of food, and helping 
themselves to brandy, gin, and other extra diet of the patients. Some 
of them have even acted with unpardonable cruelty to children and 
lunatics, and horrifying accounts about it have been published by 
the press. They are certainly as useless us they are ignorant, and do 
not kuow how to help themselves when anything unforeseen happens. 

All nurses who do not belong to an order ought to be paid, and 
their wages should be a little higher than that of domestic servants, 
because they run the risk of infection. Their dress should be plain, 
of dark or darkish colour, certainly not scarlet (as formerly in Read- 
ing) ; a clean white apron is very neat and handy. 

1 When I was a resident medical officer at the Choritu Hospital (Berlin), 1 
had to visit the fever-wards (Waebssle) late at night, and sometimes found the 
male attendants sleeping. One used to stretch himself down before the door 
that he might be awakened by the noise of the turning of the handle. 
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It is important that nurses should sleep as fur from the wards as 
possible; 1 and their comfort in general should not be neglected. 
Scrubbing is not nurses' work, but ought to be done by servants. 
Nnnefl should be boarded, have their washing done, and in fact every 
care taken off their shoulders but that for the patients. 

A separate class of night nurses is still found in English hospi- 
tals. I consider this an evil (see Glasgow Fever Hospital). To take 
persons of inferior qualification and pay them leas wages for night 
service may be economical, but it should not be done. Patients 
want as good attendance at night as during the day time. Besides, 
the continual change of nurses is objectionable. All nurses should 
live in the house, and have the night-watch by rotation. All should 
be engaged by the same authority, be it a matron, an inspector, or 
house-governor. They should be in every way fit for their office as 
regards sobriety, state of health, etc. 

It need scarcely be said that nurses must perform their duties 
in a noiseless and pleasing way, be kind-hearted, attentive to the 
patients, and satisfy the medical officers. Their dismissal may be 
immediate, in case of serious offence, evident neglect, or inhumanity ; 
but generally they are discharged by notice according to agreement, 
just like domestic servants. 

The number of nurses varies according to the means of the 
charity and the helplessness of the patients. Too many would be 
as undesirable as too few ; one would be in the other's way. I 
should not recommend what was done in the Commercial Street 
Cholera Hospital : each patient had his or her lady nurse. In 
French hospitals and in Vienna, where the number of nurses is 
not so variable as in England, one nurse has to superintend about 
ten beds, to attend to the comfort of the patients, and that they 
receive their food. They certainly should not have more under their 
care, because it has been found sometimes that they are hardly able 
to fulfil their duties under the circumstances. 

No rules and regulations can make good nurses. They leam 
their duties and must be educated (trained, as it is termed) in hos- 
pitals. This is one of the ways by which these institutions do good 
service to society. 

1 Extra waste uf oxygen during the day is compensated by large absorption 
of it during the following night. Ptltrnkol'i-r states the amount absorbed ]>er 
uiglit at 67 per cent, and only 33 per tent per day. 



cheerful. They are more patient and vigilant, 1 and devote themselves 
with more earnestness to their arduous duties than men. 

The next question which arises is, should orders he preferred to 
lay nurses ? The question has been principally discussed in France. 
where the medical men complained frequently that they had not 
enough authority over the sanirs and religieuses. The latter did not 
always comply with the orders about diet or other things; and 
complaints made lo the superiors hat! only the effect of removing the 
refractory nurse to another ward, where she acted in the same manner. 
Iu London, where the orders have lately begun their activity, similar 
conflicts of the different authorities have occurred, and will not be 
absent {such happened at King's College with the chaplain); but I 
am informed that the medical officers are generally very well satis- 
fied with the system, and they consider it an improvement. In 
Germany I know the Protestant orders are highly valued, and so I 
am inclined to think that hospitals in this country need not be afraid 
of handing over the nursing to a Protestant order. One condition 
is, however, essential, and that is, that they refrain from proselytism. 
As regards the patients, they do not object to religious nurses. 

Ladies have tried their haud as amateur nurses, but I believe 
they are a failure, Their well-meant efforts are not always crowned 
w : ith success. To mention one instance : the suldiers in the Herbert 
Hospital (Woolwich) did not like their lady nurses, and nineteen out 
of twenty called for their old ignorant nurses. These ladies are too 
much above the station of the sick in hospitals, and however willing 
to do the meanest services, are not so fit for them as other nurses. 

Unpaid pauper nurses are the worst of all. I have seen them, 
and generally found them weak in body and mind. But worse than 
this, they have been found purloining articles of food, and helping 
themselves to brandy, gin, and other extra diet of the patients. Some 
of them have even acted with unpardonable cruelty to children and 
lunatics, and horrifying accounts about it have been published by 
the press. They are certainly as useless as they are ignorant, and do 
not know how to help themselves when anything unforeseen happens. 

All nurses who do not belong to an order ought to be paid, and 
their wages should be a little higher than that of domestic B er vantet 
because they run the risk of infection. Their dress should be plain, 
of dark or darkish colour, certainly not scarlet (as formerly iu Read- 
ing) ; a clean white apron is very neat and handy, 

1 When I was a resident medical officer at the Cliariti.' Hospiul (Berlin), I 
had to visit the fever-wards (Wuelmiilt?) late at night, and gome times found the 
male attendants sleeping. One used to stretch himself down before the door 
that he might be awakened by the noise of the turning of the bundle. 



It is important that nurses should sleep as far from the wards as 
possible; 1 and their comfort in general should not bo neglected. 
Scrubbing is not nurses' work, but ought to be done by servants. 
Nurses should be boarded, have their washing done, and in fact every 
tare taken off their shoulders but that for the patients. 

A separate class of night nurse3 is still found in English hospi- 
tals. I consider this an evil (see Glasgow Fever Hospital). To take 
persons of inferior qualification and pay them less wages for night 
service may be economical, but it should not be done. Patients 
want as good attendance at night as during the day time. Besides, 
the continual change of nurses is objectionable. All nurses should 
live in the house, and have the night-watch by rotation. All should 
be engaged by the same authority, be it a matron, an inspector, or 
house-governor. They should be in every way fit for their office as 
regards sobriety, state of health, etc. 

It need scarcely be said that nurses must perform their duties 
in a noiseless and pleasing way, he kind-hearted, attentive to the 
patients, and satisfy the medical officers. Their dismissal may be 
immediate, in case of serious offence, evident neglect, or inhumanity ; 
but generally they are discharged by notice according to agreement, 
just like domestic servants. 

The number of nurses varies according to the means of the 
charity and the helplessness of the patients. Too many would be 
as undesirable as too few ; one would be in the other's way. I 
should not recommend what was done in the Commercial Street 
Cholera Hospital : each patient had his or her lady nurse. In 
French hospitals and in Vienna, where the number of nurses is 
not so variable as in England, one nurse has to superintend about 
ten beds, to attend to the comfort of the patients, and that they 
receive their food. They certainly should not have more under their 
care, because it has been found sometimes that they are hardly able 
to fulfil their duties under the circumstances. 

No rules and regulations can make good nurses. They learn 
their duties and must be educated {trained, as it is termed) in hos- 
pitals. This is one of the ways by which these institutions do good 
Bervice to society. 

' Eitra wii.-u- i>r nxyu'Ti 'lining t lit* day is (.'"iiijitiisiti'd by bnyc absdrplinn 
of ft during the following night. Pettenkol'er slatea the amount absorbed per 
night at 67 per cent, and only 33 per cent per day. 
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cheerful They are more patient and vigilant,' and devote themselves 
with more earnestness to their arduous duties than men. 

The next question which arises is, should orders be preferred to 
lay nurses ? The question Las been principally discussed in France, 
where the medical men complained frequently that they had not 
enough authority over the sours and rdigieiises. The latter did Dal 
always comply with the orders about diet or other things ; and 
complaints made to the superiors had only the effect of removing the 
refractory nurse to another ward, where she acted iu the same manner. 
In Loudon, where the orders have lately begun their activity, similar 
conflicts of the different authorities have occurred, and will not lie 
absent (such happened at King's College with the chaplain); but I 
am informed that the medical officers are generally very well satis- 
fied with the system, and they consider it an improvement. In 
Germany I know the Protestant orders are highly valued, and so I 
am incliued to think that hospitals in this country need not be afraid 
of handing over the nursing to a Protestant order. One condition 
is, however, essential, and that is, that they refrain from proselytism. 
As regards the patients, they do not object to religious nurses. 

Ladies have tried their hand as amateur nurses, but I believe 
they are a failure. Their well-meant efforts are not always crowned 
with success. To mention one instance : the soldiers in the Herbert 
Hospital (Woolwich) did not like their lady nurses, and nineteen out 
of twenty called for their old ignorant nurses. These ladies are too 
much above the station of the sick in hospitals, and however willing 
to do the meanest services, are not so fit for them as other nurses. 

Unpaid pauper nurses are the worst of all. I have seen them, 
and generally found them weak in body and mind. But worse than 
this, they have been found purloining articles of food, and helping 
themselves to brandy, gin, and other extra diet of the patients. Some 
of them have even acted with unpardonable cruelty to children and 
lunatics, and horrifying accounts about it have been published by 
the press. They are certainly as useless as they are ignorant, and do 
not know how to help themselves when anything unforeseen happens. 

All nurses who do not belong to an order ought to be paid, and 
their wages should be a little higher than that of domestic servants, 
because they run the risk of infection. Their dress should be plain, 
of dark or darkish colour, certainly not scarlet (as formerly in Bead- 
ing) ; a clean white apron is very neat and handy. 

1 When I was a resident medical officer at the Charite Hospital (Berlin), I 
had to visit the fever-wards (Wachsilo) late at night, and sometimes found the 
male attendants sleeping. One u*ed to stretch himself down before the door 
lhat hi; might be awakened by the noise of the turning of the handle. 
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It is important that nurses should sleep as far from the wards as 
possible; 1 and their comfort in general should not be neglected. 
Scrubbing is not nurses' work, but ought to be done by servants. 
Nurses should be boarded, have their washing done, and in fact every 
care taken off their shoulders but that for the patients. 

A separate class of night nurses is still found in English hospi- 
tals. I consider this an evil (see Glasgow Fever Hospital). To take 
persons of inferior qualification and pay them less wages for night 
service may be economical, but it should not be done. Patients 
want as good attendance at night as during the day time. Besides, 
the continual change of nurses is objectionable. All nurses should 
live in the house, and have the night-watch by rotation. All should 
be engaged by the same authority, be it a matron, an inspector, or 
house-governor. They should be in every way tit for their office as 
regards sobriety, state of health, etc. 

It need scarcely be said that nurses must perform their duties 
in a noiseless and pleasing way, be kind-hearted, attentive to the 
patients, and satisfy the medical officers. Their dismissal may be 
immediate, in case of serious offence, evident neglect, or inhumanity ; 
but generally they are discharged by notice according to agreement, 
just like domestic servants, 

The number of nurses varies according to the means of the 
charity and the helplessness of the patients. Too many would be 
as undesirable as too few ; one would be in the other's way. I 
should not recommend what was done in the Commercial Street 
Cholera Hospital : each patient had his or her lady nurse. In 
French hospitals and in Vienna, where the number of nurses is 
not so variable as in England, one nurse has to superintend about 
ten beds, to attend to the comfort of the patients, and that they 
receive their food. They certainly should not have more under their 
care, because it lias been found sometimes that they are hardly able 
to fulfil their duties under the circumstances. 

No rules and regulations can make good nurses. They learn 
their duties and must be educated (trained, as it is termed) in hos- 
pitals. This is one of the ways by which these institutions do good 
service to society. 

■ Extra waste of oxygen duriug tlic day in componwi.ti.il by large absorption 
of it during tin; Mluwing night. lVltimfculVr si iiles the amount absorbed ]nsr 
night st 67 per cent, and only 33 per cent per day. 
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cheerful They are more patient aud vigilant,' and devote themselves 
with more earnestness to their arduous duties than men. 

The next question which arises is, should orders be preferred to 
lay uurses ? The question has been principally discussed in France, 
where the medical men complained frequently that they hail not 
enough authority over the tenure and rdigieuses. The latter did not 
always comply with the orders about diet or oilier things ; and 
complaints made to the superiors had only the effect of removing the 
refractory nurse to another ward, where she acted in the same manner. 
In London, where the orders have lately begun their activity, similar 
conflicts of the different authorities have occurred, and will not be 
absent (such happened at King's College with the chaplain); but I 
nm informed that the medical officers are generally very well satis- 
fied with the system, and they consider it an improvement. In 
Germany I know the Protestant orders are highly valued, and so I 
am inclined to think that hospitals in this country need not be afraid 
of handing over the nursing to a Protestant order. One condition 
is, however, essential, and that is, that they refrain from proselytism. 
As regards the patients, they do not object to religious nurses. 

Ladies have tried their hand as amateur nurses, but I believe 
they are a failure. Their well-meant efforts are not always crowned 
with success. To mention one instance : the soldiers in the Herbert 
Hospital (Woolwich) did not like their lady nurses, aud nineteen out 
of twenty called for their old ignorant nurses. These ladies are too 
much above the Btation of the sick in hospitals, ami however willing 
to do the meanest services, are not so fit for them as other nurses. 

Unpaid pauper nurses are the worst of all. I have seen them, 
and generally found them weak in body and mind. But worse than 
this, they have been found purloining articles of food, and helping 
themselves to brandy, gin, aud other extra diet of the patients. Some 
of them have even acted with unpardonable cruelty to children aud 
lunatics, aud horrifying accounts about it have been published by 
the pi-ess. They are certainly as useless as they are ignorant, and do 
not know how to help themselves when anything unforeseen happens. 

All nurses who do not belong to an order ought to be paid, and 
their wages should be a little higher than that of domestic servants, 
because they run the risk of infection. Their dress should be plain, 
of dark or darkish colour, certainly not scarlet (as formerly in Read- 
ing) ; a clean white apron is very neat and handy. 

1 When I was a resident medical officer at the Cliariti' llm-pilnl (Berlin), I 
hod to visit the fever-wards (Wachiile) late at night, and sometimes found the 
male attendants sleeping. One need to stretch himself down before the door 
that he might be awakened by the noise of the turning of the handle. 
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It is important that nurses should sleep as far from the wards as 
possible; 1 and their comfort in general should not be neglected. 
Scrubbing is not nurses' work, but ought to be done by servants. 
Nurses should be boarded, Lave their washing done, and in fact every 
care taken off their shoulders but that for the patients. 

A separate class of night nurses is still found hi English hospi- 
tals. I consider this an evil (see Glasgow Fever Hospital). To take 
persons of inferior qualification and pay them less wages for night 
service may be economical, but it should not be done. Patients 
want as good attendance at night as during the day time. Besides, 
the continual change of nurses is objectionable. All nurses should 
live in the house, and have the night-watch by rotation. All should 
be engaged by the same authority, be it a matron, an inspector, or 
house-governor. They should be in every way fit for their office as 
regards sobriety, state of health, etc. 

It need scarcely be said that nurses must perform their duties 
in a noiseless and pleasing way, be kind-hearted, attentive to the 
patients, and satisfy the medical officers. Their dismissal may be 
immediate, in case of serious offence, evident neglect, or inhumanity ; 
but generally they are discharged by notice according to agreement, 
just like domestic servants. 

The number of nnrses varies according to the means of the 
charity and the helplessness of the patients. Too many would be 
as undesirable as too few ; one would be in the other's way. I 
should not recommend what was done in the Commercial Street 
Cholera Hospital : each patient had his or her lady nurse. In 
French hospitals and in Vienna, where the number of nurses ia 
not so variable as in England, one nurse has to superintend about 
ten beds, to attend to the comfort of the patients, and that they 
receive their food. They certainly should not have more under their 
care, because it has been found sometimes that they are hardly able 
to fulfil their duties under the circumstances. 

No rules and regulations can make good nurses. They learn 
their duties and must be educated (trained, as it is termed) in hos- 
pitals. This is one of the ways by which these institutions do good 

service to society. 

1 Extra waste of oxygon during the day ia compensated by large absorption 
of it during the lollmviiiy uiglit. Pettenkofcr states the amount absorbed jiet 
night at 67 per cent, and ouly 33 per cent per (lay. 
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III.— ON SPECIAL HOSPITALS. 

There is no city in the world where they nourish in audi 
number as in London. What I am going to observe about the 
matter will therefore principally have reference to this metropolis. 
With few exceptions the special institutions are of recent origin, 
and the time is not very remote when scarcely any existed. Those 
who have the greatest claim on public support are older than t 
others. Many years ago it was found incompatible, not only in t 
country but on the continent too, with the interests of a genera 
hospital to harbour certain cases of contagious disease inside the 
walls. Incurables, too, were excluded from many institutions, but 
the regulations were not so strictly observed. Syphilitic patients 
were not admitted into some hospitals on religious grounds, and 
therefore the promoters of separate institutions (Lock hospitals; 
found favour with the public. The privilege belonging to the g 
veruors of making illiberal rules with regain! to admission afforded 
ample opportunity for those whose purposes it suited to promote 
special establishments. Lately the number has increased in sucl 
an alarming manner that it is high time that public notice should 
be called to the matter. 

No doubt many things can be said in favour of special hospitals ; 
and I may be allowed to consider both sides of the question, and 
afterwards decide in some manner which institutions most deserve 
public support 

Some special hospitals are as much needed as general ones — viz. 
smallpox or orthoptedic hospitals ; some are most useful — for instance, 
convalescent hospitals ; and some have a claim on our support a 
means of medical education, such as eye infirmaries. As public 
generosity is ready to come to the assistance of those poor who a 
atHieted with special diseases, why should it not be engaged in tl 
direction? Besides, the special hospitals relieve the general ones ol 
a number of tedious cases which they do not care to admit The 
public, even though there are special institutions, can yet avail 
themselves for almost any case of the general hospitals. 

But as soon as the special establishments multiply in such a 
manner that for almost every disease one is called into life, they 
become a nuisance and an absurdity. The means of the subscribing 
public, which is limited, become squandered in a disadvantages 
manner, the celebrated medical schools are robbed of many cai 
which would afford valuable instruction, and a number of small 
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establishments are founded, which cannot be under proper public 
control. The principal advantage is derived by those who have a 
certain interest of their own for promoting their institution. 

I now come to submit the merits and usefulness of them separ- 
ately to the judgment of the reader. 

1. Convalescent Hospitals. 

Usually one-third or nearly so of the patients of a general 
hospital are convalescents. The day rooms are useful for removing 
them temporarily from the wards ; and in a larger hospital it is 
even easy to send a large number of convalescents from the clinical 
wards to those for tighter cases, but even here they must soon make 
room for others. This is the reason why they are discharged and 
Iteeome out-patients sooner than is safe, at least in most hospitals in 
tOxgB cities where many wait to be admitted. The consequence is 
that the patients have a relapse of their disease or make a very slow 
recovery. They go back to their comfortless unwholesome lodgings, 
which perhaps are at a great distance from the hospital, to which they 
have to come for advice as out-patients. They want something 
more than proper physic; they want good air, proper nourishment 
and attendance, being in a state of weakness or debility. Take the 
cases of rheumatic or other fever which have to he discharged from 
the general hospital according to the rules, or because room is scarce 
after they have been there six or eight weeks. Can it be expected 
tbiit limy will readily recover their strength when living in badly- 
ventilated places, and on food unfit for their enfeebled constitution ? 
Stud them to a climate which suits their state of health, and they 
will soon experience a remarkable change for the better. Send them 
to the country or the seaside, for the same reason that private 
patients are sent there. Of course, not every hospital can have an 
institution in the country attached to it, nor is this necessary. 
There is one Metropolitan hospital (Charing Cross} which has a 
sea-side establishment of its own ; another (St. George's) will have 
one at a not very distant period ; but there are others to which 
patients are sent from various institutions, viz. the Margate Infir- 
mary, the Convalescent Institution at Waltou-on-the-Thames, at 
Southport, at Both well near Glasgow. Dispensaries and poor-law 
boards might become subscribers to such establishments; there are 
many localities nearer London where they might be established, 
such as Tunbridge Wells, Hampstead Heath, or Kew. And they 
should certainly, as Mi^n Nightingale suggests, be as like a home as 
possible : we do not want so many nurses, nor such strict snperin- 
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teiidence as in hospitals, nor are there the same objections to small 
wards. But aa regards the construction I would hardly recommend 
the plan of cottages. It must necessarily reduce the number of 
those who can be benefited by this establishment, because no other 
plan is so expensive. And why should we select cottages ? We 
may accommodate the convalescent patients comfortably enough 
without them. It is scarcely necessary to suggest a plan of build- 
ing ; but I should think that two pavilions in a line might be safely 
adopted, or two such blocks communicating by a corridor, as in the 
military hospital of Vincennes, but on a smaller scale. The dormi- 
tories may contain four or six beds ; water-closets aud drainage must 
be arranged exaetly on the same principles as in hospitals, aud all 
modern improvements, unless they cause too great an outlay, should 
be found in kitchen and wash-house. Care is to be taken that the 
grounds are kept in a cheerful state, and invalid carriages must be 
at the disposal of the inmates requiring them. 

It is highly desirable that adult convalescents should be sent 
into the country ; it is also necessary that a children's hospital be 
connected with a country institution. It is a great boon to the 
inhabitants of these islands, that they can send their young ones to 
the seaside. Wherever one lives, the sea is within easy reach by 
railway, and Londoners especially are not a little indebted to the 
seaside sojourns for the preservation of the health of their families. 
If the sea air is serviceable to them in general, it is a necessity 
when they are in a state of weakness by disease. It is true that 
children can be easily accommodated with lodgings in the country 
or seaside places, and this is done every day ; but hospitals offer a 
better guarantee for proper medical attendance. 

As regards continental countries, the necessity of having country 
establishments is not overlooked in France ; in Germany the numer- 
ous mineral spas are used as health-resorts for children no less than 
for adults. The little patients are specially sent to the mother of 
lye spas (Kbsen, Kreuznach, Eelime, Ischl, etc.), and the communities 
pay for them (Arnieubad). 

2. Lybuj-In Hospitals. 

The principles on which these hospitals were formerly constructed 
and managed were bad in themselves and bad in their results. At 
the time when Tenon wrote his memorable book, at the Hotel Die-it, 
women when actually in labour had frequently to divide their bed 
with two or three others. In other continental cities the large 
lying-in hospitals were overcrowded. There is no doubt in the 



LYING-IN HOSPITALS. 01 

minds of medical men that the ravages of puerperal fever would 
never have been so fearful, if the sanitary principles of the present 
time had always been acted upon. There are some who still deny 
that this dangerous disease is infectious, but I do not belong to that 
number. I must refrain at this place to support my opinion by 
facts; but I may safely assert that in constructing lying-in hospitals 
the disease in question must be specially considered. 

Some physicians have advised the total suppression of lying-in 
infirmaries, because the mortality of women delivered at their homes 
is said to be less than of even well-managed institutions. I am 
inclined to believe that there is a great deal of truth in the asser- 
tions of those who describe the hospitals as dangerous. But the 
statistics to which they refer are most unsatisfactory. I do not con- 
sider females exempt from all danger at their own homes. Puerperal 
fever, although originated and more fatal in hospitals, is well known 
in private practice. It occasionally happens that one practitioner 
loses a great many of his patients by it. For instance, a number of 
years ago the fever made its appearance in a small place in Lanca- 
shire — -I forget the name — and the doctor was unfortunately con- 
sidered the means of propagating it. He and his assistant had to 
give up midwifery practice, and the female patients fared better 
under another practitioner. (See Medical Times, Dec, 1866.) 

The necessities of a great many persons militate against the 
total suppression of the infirmaries iu large towns. A large class 
of females cannot be delivered at home ; such as servants, single 
women, and females deserted by their husbands. It is the general 
opinion abroad that few females in London are confined in hospitals, 
but it seems to be overlooked that many are received in workhouse 
infirmaries, to stay there over their delivery; and this is just the 
class mentioned. The number of beds of the lying-in wards of the 
forty London workhouses is nearly three hundred. 

It has further to be considered that some lying-in hospitals ought 
to exist as means of clinical instruction. Some of the existing in- 
stitutions are of great value, from the opportunities they afford to 
the professors to teach and to the pupils to learn the principles of 
midwifery. 

Supposing it necessary to have lying-in hospitals, we have to 
consider their dimensions. It might be almost sufficient, if I draw 
the reader's attention to the bare fact that at the present time the 
large institutions of the kind in Paris and Petersburg are suppressed, 
or on the point of being vacated. Statistics, as far as my humble 
knowledge does, are not so convincing that small establishments have 
a much lower death-rate than larger ones. But commou-sense, and 
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the sad experience of former times nil tided to above, lead us to gtVB 
the preference to small lying-in establishments. In 1866 the opiuiona 
of the best authorities in Germany (Virchow, Hecker, Oppolzer, and 
many others) were collected on this and other points respecting such 
hospitals, and small ones were recommended almost unanimously. 




I should think that about forty beds would supply the wants of 
a population of 500,000 inhabitants, as the greater part can be 
treated as out-patients. It would be desirable to have the building 
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removed from noisy thoroughfares, and in a healthy situation, sur- 
rounded by gardens. 

It is moat likely that those buildings will answer the purpose 
best which are constructed on a mixed plan — half-block, half-corridor 
plan. The common dormitories and larger rooms, containing twelve 
beds and twelve cribs each, should have opposite windows ; but as 
many small rooms are required, these must open into corridors. 

The sick wards should be in a separate infirmary, and patients 
attacked by smallpox, measles, or scarlet fever, should be removed 
to a separate shed built for the puqiose. 

The ward where the persons are actually in labour must be 
separate from, and not too close to the dormitories of the females 
attending their delivery. Those who have been delivered are trans- 
ferred to their cells, which afford ample cubic space. Here they 
should be kept nine days, unless they fall ill ; in which case they 
are removed to the sick-ward. But should a patient be attacked by 
puerperal fever, she must be separated from other patients. 

After staying nine days in their cells, the females should become 
inmates of the common convalescent ward. Those who are weak 
after illness should as soon as possible be removed to a convalescent 
institution. As one cell could accommodate about forty patients 
per year, ten would be sufficient for 400 females delivered at the 
institution. (See plan on p. 62.) 

An establishment constructed on these principles would combine 
the advantage of a hospital with those of a private room. 

The principle on which females are admitted should be liberal — 
more in the Irish than in the English way. Married women prefer 
to be delivered at their homes ; those who would be thankful for 
admittance are unmarried, and they are .just excluded by the regu- 
lations of London lying-in charities. The result is, they often fall 
hito bad hands, as they dislike to apply to the workhouses. 

A3 I am going to explain in another place, the assistance given 
by the London parishes to these poor creatures is not quite satisfactory, 
because the medical officers have too much on hand to give them the 
necessary attention. The loss of life, I am sure, would be less, if 
this state of things were ameliorated. 

On Preventing Measures at regards Puerperal Fever. 

In one city (Berlin) the regular transfer of all the patients from 

one house to another is adopted. In Dublin ( Rotund o Hospital) 

as many beds are untenanted as are occupied ; in Paris ' the ad- 

1 The debates on the subject in the Surgical Society of Paris, in which Trelat, 
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ministration had the wants divided by double glas3 partitions, but 
recently they have gone further, and recommend single bedrooms. 
On whatever plan the hospital is constructed and managed, there 
should he the means of transferring any suspicious case at once to I 
separate building. 

It is important that the younger members of the medical pro- 
fession — viz. the house-surgeons and medical officers who attend 
upon the patients should be well instructed as regards the symptoms 
and nature (so far as science goes) of the puerperal disease, well 
aware of its spreading by infection, of the necessity of using 
but welt-cleaned instruments, and to wash their bauds thoroughly 
after every examination. The nurses must be trained, and under- 
stand the importance of keeping the x>atieuts and rooms clean. They 
must be careful not to overlook any change in the state of the females 
under their supervision, and the visiting physicians must take prompt 
measures when needed. 

With every care based on past experience ami judicious prin- 
ciples, it may and will happen that this dreadful malady will make its 
appearance, just as cholera or other epidemic diseases beyond human 
control. 

Appendix. 

Institutions for Training Muhoives. 

Trdssia. 

These institutions are called Hebammeii-Itistitute. The director 
of an institution is a medical man, and generally a professor of mid- 
Le Furt, and Tarilieu were principally engaged, led to the adoption of the follow- 
ing conclusions : — 

" 1. It has been proved by statistics that the ravages of puerperal fever in 
lying-in hospitals are greater now than formerly. This can only be referred to 
the hospital atmosphere ; therefore 1 1 1 •_- infirmaries anil hospitals should be reduced 
in extent, mid assistance provided to the poor at their houses. 

"2. Puerperal fever is infectious, and therefore hospitals constructed on the 
best principles may become the scene of great calamities. 

"3, Besides the usual sanitary measures which are recommended for hos- 
pitals, special precaution!) should he observed in lying-in institutions. 

" 4. To avoid importation .pf the disease strict cleanliness should be observed. 
Empty wards should be thoroughly cleaned ; not only the walls whitewashed, 
but the beds purified, etc. 

" 5. To ovoid the spread of the disease, the healthy should be removed from 
the ward where any have been attacked to small rooms for one, or at the niott 
four beds. 

" 6. The attacked should be removed to a separate building. 

" 7. If, nevertheless, the remaining lennoVs get the fever, the whole building 
must be emptied. 

"8. In cities where lying-in hospitals cannot lie dispensed with they must 
be small." — Gasettt il'i HApitaii?, No. 67, 1866, 
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wifery. He gives Instates to those who are admitted as pupils, nnd 
this is done almost every day as long as the course lasts — viz. four 
months. The midwives live in the house, and are under the super- 
intendence of a head midwife, who lectures, and also repeats the 
lecture of the master. The midwives attend midwifery cases in 
rotation, and are admitted to the post-mortem rooms. 

Those who are deficient in the elementary science of writing, etc., 
receive special instruction, for which purpose a teacher attends. 

After they have gone through their course, they are admitted to 
an examination. Those who pass it get a license, and are appointed, 
if they wish it, by the Government as approved midwives for a 
district 1 The persons who are admitted to the midwifery schools 
are generally sent by the communes or municipalities of country 
places; and, according to an Act passed in 1861, they are often 
recommended and elected by the ladies of the place. They usually 
return to the place where they come from. 

The training is much facilitated by a book which every midwife 
is bound to study — the Hcbammmbuch? It contains the principles 
of the art and science of midwifery in a popular manner, and many 
useful hints respecting the conduct of midwives in practice. They 
are bound to send for a doctor in irregular cases, and not permitted 
to operate wtiere a practitioner can be fetched in time. It is, indeed, 
rare that they overstep the limits of propriety and interfere with 
medical advice 

Austria. 

In Austria these institutions work in a similar manner. They 
are connected with the universities, and that of the Allgemcine 
Krankeuhaus, in Vienna, has the greatest number of pupils. (Ge- 
biirclinik.) The director is generally a professor of midwifery at the 
university. The course the midwives have to attend is of longer 
duration than in Prussia. They have to pass an examination before 
being appointed. The expenses of their education are usually paid 
by the municipalities who afterwards require their services. 



The principal institution for training midwives is the Maternite 
de Paris; free courses of lectures are, however, given at the univer- 

1 Otherwise they are free to settle where tliey tike. 

1 Hd/ammenburk fur Ami I'reti&t. Stoat, edited by a committee, but written by 
i In- late Dr, Jot, H. Schmidt ; in my opinion one of the most useful books ever 
peUfatnd, 



€6 



UN SPECIAL HOSPITALS. 



sity. The Maternity is intended fur training midwives for the »b» 
of France ; but some are educated in the provinces. They also are 
taught how to vaccinate children, and the course of training lasts one 
year. The pupils are boarded and lodged in the institution, and the 
communes bear the expense (600 fr.). 

Russia. 

Midwives are trained in the lying-in hospitals of Petersburg aiu 
Moscow ; the course lasts three years. At the end of this time the; 
have to pass an examination to get a license. They also learn to 
vaccinate. They are appointed by Government for a certain district, 
and one class, called Cruwn-midwives, are better off as regards emolu- 
ments than the others: they receive a fixed salary as sooi 
have passed their examination. 

The regulations respecting character are almost the same in t 
various countries named ; but those regarding the age of pupils to h 
admitted are different 

There are other things arranged differently ; but the most strikin: 
one is, that the time the course of training laste is so 
Should institutions of the kind lie founded in this country, this p 
would have to be considered. Where the number of practitionei 
who attend to midwifery cases is large, as in Paris, it may, of com 
be supposed that the midwives attend regular cases only, and medici 
men are always at hand should anything happen. At present, com- 
paratively few midwives only receive a practical training at Queen 
Charlotte's and a few other hospitals. The Ladies' Medical College, 
of which I know but little, is not only intended for training the 
pupils to become usefid midwives, but they receive a general medical 
education or, at least, one respecting diseases of women and children. 
It may not be intended to call into life a class of female doctors, who 
do more mischief than good ; but I must confess, that from the \ 
seriptions which I have had occasion to read, I cannot augur well for 
the benefit conferred upon the female part of the community by thes 
half-learned doctors. What is wanted in a large city like London i 
that useful but humble class of midwives who, being well qualifier 
are able to act as occasional substitutes foT practitioners. 



3. Children's Hospitah. 

If the sick children of the poor were well lodged and attendee 

at home, there would he no reason to remove them. A mother's 

care cannot be replaced. But, unhappily, the children do not o 



children's hospitals. 

dwell in places where they have a lair chance of recovery from 
Now, to admit them into the wards of a general hospital 
could not lie recommended. These wards satisfy the wants of adulta 
but not children. A few cribs are found; but often the children 
are put into the bed for a full-grown person. They are not even 
supplied with proper spoons or tumblers that they are able to handle. 
There are other things to consider — for instance, that the children 
many things which are not fit for their view. In many hospitals 
children are received into separate wards. This is much better, but 
not satisfactory in every respect. Under these circumstances they 
are better cared for ; but they can hardly have their own separate 
playground, which is essential to them ; and the out-patients' 
department is not separate. Therefore children's hospitals were 
founded in large cities like London, Berlin, Paris, or Vienna. But 
can deny that these institutions, however useful, have their 
own dangers. The eruptive fevers — measles, smallpox, scarlatina — 
cannot he excluded ; first, because many cliildren are sent to the 
hospital before the diagnosis is clear ; secondly, because these cases 
canuot be treated at home. Those children who have no eruptive 
fever are endangered, and even those who recover from one may 
catch another fever. Therefore a children's hospital ought to be 
' Goatrncted as much a3 possible on the principles of a general 
hospital as regards separation of contagions diseases. One or two 
separation wards must be found, with a separate entrance ; and they 
ought to have even a separate medical officer, who does not attend 
to the other patients. 

The construction of the hospital offers few difficulties, as the 
number of patients must not be large. The larger the number, the 
higher the death - rate. A small children's hospital can he con- 
structed without endangering the patients, and, by connecting an 
out-patients* department with it, afford relief to numerous sick 
children. The cubic space children require is a little less than for 
adults. Beds, utensils, baths, must suit their age, and the latter be 
on an extensive scale, to lie used by out-patients as well. A large 
playground should be attached. Cleanliness is of as much import- 
ance in a children's as in a general hospital ; and continuous attention 
must be paid to the water-closets. 

Children's sick nurses must be trained, and for this purpose the 
hospital is the best means. They must have a gift of observation, 
by which they are able to supply the attending physicians with 
useful information about the little patients. 

The diet and supply of good milk are of importance, and require 
1 1 j '_■ special care of the resident medical officers. 



No patient ought to be kept longer in the establishment than is 
absolutely necessary. 

4. Hospitals /or IjumrabUs. 

For this metropolis only three establishments called Hospitals for 
Incurables exist. One is situated near Putney Heath; it is a reeently- 
oonatracted building (1 So 1), and creates a favourable impression by 
its exterior ; but it affords a retreat only to a limited number nf 
iu mates — about 190. They are elected for life by the governors of 
the hospital, and do not belong to the poorest class. The great 
mass of incurable poor find a refuge in the workhouses. 

In France some of the maisons de retratte are at (ha iRagCtA 
of tin's class of the sick poor. The hospitals for incurables (L~ 
Incurables) are quite different from the above-named institution, 
and must be considered under the heading " Workhouses," to which 
they are similar. 

A cancer hospital is an establishment for a certain class of 
incurables, as the name implies. I do not think that there are 
more than three in existence (London, Liverpool, Manchester)* end 
they could be dispensed with. They are not found in Germany, 
where the name alone would be sufficient to deter any patient from 
applying for admission. 

Numerous establishments exist in Germany for the incurable 
poor ; but I do not know of any for incurables alone ; and it is the 
same in Italy, with few exceptions. 

5. Hospitals for Consumption and Diseases of the Chest. 

The fact that four hospitals for diseases of the chest are found 
in London, supported by voluntary contributions, seems to prove 
that they are a necessity. It was a matter of serious doubt when 
they were formed, if they were necessary, and would find torou 
with the public. As the applications for admission are so numerous 
that they can hardly be granted, we may be satisfied about the 
latter point. But on that account it does not at all follow that 
special hospitals for consumption should be built in all large cities. 
In London many hospitals do not admit incurables ; and the visit- 
ing of poor patients is not carried on so efficiently as, for instance, 
in continental cities. The London parish medical officers nnd their 
(I am sorry to say) unqualified assistants have to attend to a dis- 
trict far too large for their strength ; and only in some parts of the 
town dispensaries make it their business to come to their aid. 
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Therefore many poor persona afflicted with consumption are glad to 
find a temporary asylum in a hospital where they enjoy a proper 
diet and medical attendance, and are removed from the noise and 
bustle of their unhealthy lodgings. 

It might l>e urged against the special hospitals for consumption 
that it can hardly be conducive to a favourable progress of the 
malady for the patieuts to have constantly before their eyea the 
■offerings of their fellow-patients, and often the fatal termination 
of the disease. We take great care in private life not even to 
mention such a contingency as death in presence of invalids. But, 
singularly enough, phthisical sufferers hope against hope, and do not 
despair even when they have such plain facts before their view. 
i is another diffieidty, that of keeping the air in the wards 
, especially where the worst cases are. To ventilate by open- 

ig the windows is often out of the question ; and it is well known 

lat artificial ventilation can only to some extent make up for this. 
I have further to mention that the expenditure is always con- 
siderable, as a large number of nurses, expensive medicines, and 
nourishing diet are required. 

All this has to he considered should the erection of a new con- 
sumption hospital be proposed ; and I draw attention to it without 

1 the least denying the services rendered by existing charities to 
the public. 

Whether building consumption hospitals should be discontinued 
for the reason that recently the vacillary tuberculoseos has been dis- 
covered, ami therefore phthisis is to he ranged under the infectious 
i a question which is not easily answered. People who 
t>elieve that phthisis is catching, as they do in southern countries — 
Italy, for instance — will certainly oppose, now more than ever, the 
iving of a number of patients with chest diseases under one roof. 
The fact that at the Brompton Hospital, London, the nurses did 
not become phthisical, adduced against the trausmissibility of the 
disease by Mr. Edwards, for a long time resident medical officer at 
the institution, would not be of great weight if we suppose that the 
vacilli are not dangerous to people with sound lungs, but principally 

i thane who suffer from catarrh or inflammation of the organ. 

6. Eye Hospitals. 

Ophthalmic surgeons are unanimously of opinion that a separa- 
on of eye patients from surgical cases is necessary. The success 
f operations on the eye is endangered if the patient is subjected to 
le influence of a " traumatic atmosphere." 
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Some are not satisfied with separate wards, but insist qpgg 
special hcWpitaU. It mostly depends on local ci re hid stances if » 
separate building is desirable. It is quite possible in a new insti- 
tution to build an eye ward, fulfilling all the condition* for fa 
favourable recovery of the patients. The latter may judiciously b 
accommodated in a separate block (Guy's Hospital). But if a new 
eye ward has to be founded in an old building, where the space is 
limited, the difficulties may often become insuperable. The uuml-cr 
of beds and extent of the building depends so much upon i : 
tation and celebrity of the head surgeon that no rules for it can 
be laid down. But as the greater number are out-patients, the 
accommodation is specially limited. We find, however, at Turin, 1 
an eye hospital with 300 beds. 

The construction of an eye ward offers no difficulties. As light 
and sun are to be excluded, it should face the north ; it must be 
easy to darken it, therefore the windows are high up, and have 
curtains and blinds (Venetian if possible), and some of them sliding 
shutters. 3 Small wards are preferred for this class of jMtuiit- 
Operative cases ought to have separate rooms, especially cataract 
patients, who must be kept exceedingly quiet. I need scarcely 
mention that each patient must have his or her own basin, towel, 
sponge, etc. A light operating room and a small dark chamber Ah 
examination with the ophthalmoscope should adjoin the waul li 
is well to make arrangements for eye douche when the hospital is 
constructed. The out-patients' department is on the ground-i!nor. 
(For operating table, see Bradford Eye Hospital.) 



1. Fever Hospitals. 

There can almost as much be said in favour of them as against 
them. In countries where the general hospitals do not exohtde 
fever patients, as on the continent of Europe, special fever hospitals 
do scarcely exist. But many hospitals in England do not admit 
these patients, and they must be accommodated somewhere. So long 
as the present system of admission exists, these special hospitals 
wiU be necessary. The class who cannot remain at home are 
servants — male and female — clerks, and sometimes foreigners. They 
dislike or object to be removed to workhouse infirmaries, and find 
the proper accommodation, treatment, and nursing in the special 

1 Graefe's Eye Hospital at Berlin bud 130 beds ; that of Yienna lias 60 ; 
of GUikrow, 24 ; Halle, 60 J Prague, 1 50 ; Heidelberg, 64 ; Moorfields (L-md.-n 1 ., 
40; Bradford, 18. The smallest number in Germany is found nt Purmstwlt 
(16). » See Bradford Eve Hospital. 



FEVER HOSPITAL*. 71 

hospitals. Their friends or fellow-lodgers derive certainly a benefit 
from their timely removal to such institutions, as otherwise they 
might catch the disease. 

On the other hand, any one can well understand that, as far as 
London is concerned, we cannot have fever hospitals all over the 
metropolis, and that to send fever patients long distances, even in 
proper conveyances, inflicts great injury on them. The state of 
exhaustion in which they arrive is often fearful, and the fatigue of 
the journey has a had influence on the course of the disease. It 
has further to be stated that the recovery of patients afflicted with 
zymotic diseases is generally less rapid and perfect when collected 
together in special buildings. Pyemic and puerperal fevers have 
been found to improve when the patients were removed from the 
wards where so many were suffering from the same disease. 
Medical men of considerable authority observed that their typhoid 
patients fared worse when a great number was kept in the same 
ward, and better when more widely distributed over several 
wards. 

A special difficulty is experienced in providing nurses, as bo 
many of them catch the fever and die, and the resident medical 
officers of fever hospitals are far more in danger of falling victims 
when performing the duties of their office than those of general 
hospitals. It might even be feared that the whole neighbourhood 
of a fever hospital becomes endangered ; but fortunately this does 
not appear to he the case, excepting, perhaps, smallpox hospitals, 
from which some stoutly assert that infection spreads to the neigh- 
bourhood. 

Trustworthy statistical reports are much needed to guide our 
opinion on the desirabdity of having a fever hospital in a certain 
locality. It sometimes happens that the hospitals are founded 
where they are little used afterwards. 

It is desirable that in every large town those sanitary measures 
(respecting drainage, water-supply, etc.) be adopted, to the neglect 
of which the prevalence of fever and zymotic diseases in general is 
ascribed. 

In the construction of the hospitals themselves, less care should 
be bestowed on arrangements pleasing to the eye than the proper 
supply of drinking water, good sewerage, and ventilation. Every 
regulation that can be made for preventing the propagation of the 
lever inside the building should be strictly observed, and no pre- 
cautious respecting interment and disinfection neglected. 

The best plan of constructing a fever hospital is the pavilion 
plan, as the officials connected with it must live quite separate, and 
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ive fever, should 
,ionable, as they 



different classes of fever, such as typhoid and eruptivt 

be under different roofs. Small wards are objectionable, as they 

make nursing and supervision troublesome. 1 

»8. On Lock Hospitals, Samaritan, Orthopaedic, and some other 
Special Hospitals. 
Syphilitic patients are better separated from the others, not only 
on their own account, but also because they are a danger and an 
annoyarice to the others. But it is questionable if separate hospitals 
are necessary, and whether separate wards could not suffice. There 
are large towns of about a million of inhabitants (Berlin, Vienna) 
where no separate hospitals exist Although the number of the 
class of patients in question is large, yet few like or need be in- 
patients : their treatment at their own dwellings depends much 
upon local circumstances. In London, where the fees for proper 
medical attendance are comparatively high, there may be more 
reason for recommending lock hospitals than in Berlin or Vienna. 
In seafaring towns, where many foreign sailors are always found 
suffering from the disease, and female patients of the same descrip- 
tion are unfortunately not rare, lock hospitals will render great 
service to this class and to the inhabitants ; for the spread of the 
disease may be somewhat prevented by removing the patients in 
time to the hospitals. 

Respecting the dimensions, no fixed law need be stated. In 
Paris, where other regulations for admission are followed, the lock 
hospitals are larger than in London, There are about 300 males 
in the hospital Du Midi, and more than this number can be accom- 
modated in the female lock hospital, the Lourcine. To keep separate 
establishments for both sexes would not he practicable in small sea- 
faring places. 

Lock hospitals, where they exist, do not make lock-wards in 
general hospitals unnecessary, but some of the latter may thereby 
be enabled to exclude venereous diseases from admission altogether. 

Lock hospitals may as well be constructed on the corridor system 
as on the pavilion plan. The cubic space the patients require is 
less, as they are not constantly in bed, and the windows can be 
used freely for ventilation. There should be large wards and 
smaller ones, as patients with gangrene, or those who have been 
operated upon, must be removed to private rooms. Special care 
should be bestowed on the common bathroom, and the opinion of 
medical men consulted on the subject l>efore the hospital is con- 
1 See Leeds Fever Hospital, tuiil London Fever anil Smallpox Hospitals. 



structed, u it is somewhat difficult to make arrangements for medi- 
cated and vapour baths, and vaginal injections (the latter in female 
lock hospitals) after the buildiug is finished. 

The rules for discipline should he somewhat stricter than in 
geuern.1 hospitals, and cleanliness be insisted upon by the medical 
officers as much as elsewhere. Such skin diseases as itch, favus, 
etc, should be rarely treated as in-patients, but the efficient means 
for treating and curing them as out-patients might be found in con- 
nexion with lock hospitals. (See Hospital St. Pierre, Brussels.) 

Samaritan Hospitals for Diseases of Women. 

The reason why they have, under circumstances, a claim on 
public support is, that some persons who suffer from female com- 
plaints find it difficult and injurious to visit the dispensaries as out- 
patients, and others must be treated as in-patients after certain 
operations. 

Ortltapmdix Hospitals. 

They are a necessity on account of the particular treatment the 
patients have to undergo, the many bandages ami appliances which 
must he kept in store, and because of the length of time many 
patients must remain for their cure, this being quite in compatible 
with the rules of a general hospital. 

Other Special Hospitals. 

Fistulas and stone diseases might very well be treated in the 
surgical wards of general hospitals. Dentistry is conveniently con- 
nected with the out-patients' department of the same or with public 
dispensaries. 

9. On Lunatic Asylums. 

Public attention is rarely drawn to the construction of lunatic 
asylums, although numerous pamphlets and works exist wliich treat 
on the proper management of the insane. It seems to be desirable 
that modern sanitary principles should be as well acted upon in the 
construction and arrangement of these special institutions aa in 
general hospitals. In France they have lately improved considerably 
the institutions where the insane are accommodated, a number of 
new country asylums having been built on the pavilion plan. This 
is not necessary but preferable to other plans, because it allows a 
stricter separation of different classes of patients— for instance, of the 
refractory ones and others. In Germany some institutions, closely 



connected as yet with general hospitals, will he removed to Bperial 
buildings. It is evident, that although serious differences exist 
between both classes of hospitals, yet the principles as regards cubic 
space, ventilation, bedding, cooking, etc., must in some manner be 
the same. 

A site in the country is preferable, because large airing grounds 
must be attached to the institution, and the patients must have 
work as tillers of the soil or in the gardens. To connect a large 
farm with the asylum is a good plan, but is not likely to find much 
favour on the continent. The dimensions of the institutions are 
not restricted by the fear of hospital diseases, but only by some 
difficulty of management if they become too large. There would be 
no objection to have the buildings three or even four floors high, 
but the latter is not likely to be adopted, because they are situated 
in the country, where ground is of less value than in town. The 
fluid manure of the asylums should be used for the soil, the water 
supplied by wells, the rain water carefully collected, and steam used 
for domestic purposes, as in hospitals. 

The construction of the windows requires particular attention. 
In the first place, they must not give the house the look of a prison. 
Unsightly iron bars can l>e avoided at any rate by the bars corre- 
sponding to the framework if this is of wood. But it is more simple 
to have iron window- frames, which prevent any attempt at escape, 
and louvres for ventilation ; sash - windows, that can be partly 
opened, may lie used in the convalescent wards. In that part of 
the building which is used as an infirmary the windows must not 
only be available for ventilation, but have bars to prevent escape. 
All the windows might have double perforated zinc plates, or tablets 
at the top sliding one over the other, so that more or less air can be 
admitted. 

The largest wards may be used as day-rooms, made as cheerful 
as possible by painting the walls, having open fireplaces (surrounded 
by fire-guards), window- curtains, hearth-rugs, flower-stands, aviaries, 
etc The dormitories might be to some extent single ones ; too 
many of them make superintendence difficult : they should have a 
small window, and contain a bed with horsehair mattress, a chair, 
bedside -carpet, and allow a cubic space of about 1000 feet. This 
will be sufficient, because they are not occupied in the daytime. 
In the common dormitory, which may accommodate 50 or 60 
inmates, the beds should have a space of 3 J or 4 feet between them. 
Each dormitory should have a separate night attendant. I do not 
see the necessity for the beds being folded up ; it causes a great 
deal of trouble and looks prison-like. 
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Patients who are unclean and wet their bedding (idiotic boya) 
should have strong wooden cribs with double bottom, the lower one 
containing zinc lining. Strong canvas is slipped on side-poles 
which fit to the side of the bed. The mattress is placed on the 
canvas. All urinals should be self-acting. 

What sejMiration rooms are to a hospital padded rooms are to an 
asylum ; with this difference, that they should only be used tem- 
porarily. It is indeed rare that patients are at present secluded 
from others for days. 

Many plans have been proposed for the construction of seclusion 
rooms. Firat as regards their situation : although they must not be 
too near the other patients, they must not be in dark and damp 
Ofliian (aw Hamburg) ; although not very light, they must not be 
quite dark ; one or two small windows near the ceiling would be 
sufficient : then they must be ventilated by perforated zinc plates iu 
the wall and other means ; where a number of them lie side by side, 
air may l>e forced in by a fan, and In winter time this air should pass 
over hot plates. As regards the walls some propose smooth wood, 
others cement which can be washed, or glazed tiles. I do not think 
anything is better than padded walls, as described under Colney 
Hatch. 

The frames are too high from the floor to be removed by the 
patient, and the canvas if made dirty can be washed. The doors 
should have small shutters which can be opened for offering food to 
the patient, and eye-holes for allowing the attendant to observe the 
inmate ; the doors are fastened by a small-hinged board, stemming 
against the outer frame: locks might be broken. 

Some difficulty is experienced about the convenience. As common 
water-closets are objectionable, because the patient might break the 
handle or pan, and the self-acting closets cause a great waste of water, 
it lias been proposed (Esse) to have a basin with a small hole, so that 
the hand cannot pass through, communicating with a syphon-pipe 
with a double curve ; the water-supply to Iks permanent, but limited. 
This is said to answer well. We often find a simple vessel (of iron 
or gutta-percha) placed in a corner, so that it can be removed without 
opening the door from the corridor. I think it is only necessary to 
direct the attention of builders to the subject for us to be supplied 
with a suitable article. 

If the aperture of a small basin of one of Jennings' closets was 
placed at the side, and tbe water allowed to rush in by the attendant 
pulling a cord outside, I think nothing more would be required. 



ON SPECIAL HOSPITALS, 

Management of Asylums. 

Much can be said for medical men being at the head of sucti 
institutions, and this is generally found to be the case on the con- 
tinent. But in this country committees manage the affairs. It 
can be scarcely supposed that those who know nothing about tli" 
nature and treatment of insanity are able to act with judgment in 
every case, and in fact we find committees frequently committing 
acts of great inconsistency. I can prove from reports of lunatic 
asylums, that in one meeting a resolution is often carried which 
repealed in a subsequent one. It is easy to understand that tbe 
members sometimes come to wrong conclusions bused on the report 
of ignorant officials. The patients themselves are unfortunately Dot 
able to apply for redress if they are wronged. It might be said that 
the committee may avail themselves of the advice of their superin- 
tending medical officer, but they act often against it. 

There should he an inspector and sub-inspectors where the number 
of inmates is large, and they should be bound strictly to follow the 
orders of the medical officer. 

The medical officers should be as little as possible restricted by 
economical reasons, and allowed to use every available means for 
curing insanity ; and they should he ex officio members of the hoard, 
without the power of voting. They should not have more than 250 
patients under their care, 

10. Military Hospitals. 

They can hardly be called special hospitals, because no special 
class of diseases is treated in them, but they are general hospitals 
for a special class of inmates, and are under stricter regulations. In 
most respects they should be constructed on the principles laid down 
for civil institutions, but, in general, economy prevents this to some 
extent. In most countries there are only few military liospit:iIn 
which can in any way rival the civil establishments. In this coontrf 
improvements have lately taken place. The new regulations, for 
instance, require that every military general hospital should have a 
day — a convalescent— room, and should be properly ventilated. In 
Germany, as yet, most of the military hospitals are not buildings 
constructed for the purpose, but barracks or other public institutions. 
In a few cases improvements have a trial — for instance, in Vienna. 
In the First Army Corps Hospital we find an artificial system of 
ventilation. The hospitals of Viucennes and Woolwich are on im- 
proved principles. 

In this country the principles of ventilation laid down by the 
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Royal Commission on barracks have been adopted. The wards have 
a chimney-fire, or remodelled firegrate, and inlets for air by openings 
near the ceiling, which can he closed, one between two windows ; 
the latter are frequently tilted inwards, and the upper open apace is 
covered by perforated zinc. The outlets are air-shafts opening near 
the ceiling, and placed in the corners of the room. One square inch 
of the aperture in the wall corresponds to fifty square inches of the 
ward. The upper part of the shaft, carried four feet above the roof, 
ia protected by louvres. 

Whereas the rule in civil hospitals is to have as few male nurses 
or servants as possible, it is just the reverse with military institu- 
tions. There ore small wards to accommodate sick officers. 

In an English regimental hospital the following persons find 
accommodation : — The governor or commander, the principal medical 
officer, orderly medical officer, apothecary or dispenser; purveyor or 
steward, paymaster or treasurer; captain of orderlies, superintendent 
of nurses. Under these: the assistant-apothecary, female nurses, 
ward-masters, ward-orderlies, cooks, waiters, etc. But neither the 
commander nor the senior medical officer lives in the building, but 
near it, having only offices there. Nor is it necessary that the dis- 
penser or treasurer should live in the hospital. 

As only few places have large garrisous in England, generally a 
battalion or a regiment only, the majority of military hospitals are 
of small size. The Royal Commission holds that for a regimental 
hospital 1 20 beds are sufficient. Tlie hospital contains two wards ou 
each floor, and on each side of a central staircase; there are only 
two floors. The closets, baths, lavatories, are at the outer end of the 
ward ; the orderlies' and nurses' rooms are at the inner end. 

The outbuildings are connected by galleries with the main 
portion. 

Appendix. Cottage Hospitals. 

Cottage hospitals in England exist for twenty-eight years. They 
are small buildings containing one or two floors over a basement. 
Lying in the country, they have a favourable site, and it is affirmed 
that hospital diseases are rare there, anil that surgical patients make 
a better recovery than in town. They can accommodate mostly 
from two to ten patients, the largest has twenty- three beds. There 
are about 600 beds in 700 English cottage hospitals. On the con- 
tinent such small establishments are rare ; in Bohemia and Silesia 
village hospitals (Gemeindestuben) were established forty or fifty 
years ago, but they had not a long time of existence. Probably 
some of the English cottage hospitals may share the same fate, some 
may become enlarged and grow into larger institutions. 
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ON HOSPICES AND WORKHOUSE INPIKMARIES. 



IV.— ON HOSPICES AND WORKHOUSE 
INFIRMARIES. 

Hosi'lcES are almshouses or asylums for able-bodied or infirm paupers, 
supported by the municipality op Government Workhouses an 
founded and governed by the parishes. Both claim our attention, 
because infirmaries are attached to them, and the latter receive those 
of the sick poor who find no place in the hospitals. The character 
of these institutions not only varies with the country, but depends 
especially upon the principles which were prevalent at the time of 
their foundation. Whereas in former times they were considered as 
depots of mendicity and places of forcible detention, especially in 
tin's country, those of more recent origin have lost much of their 
original repulsive character, and bear testimony to the prevailing 
principles of humanity. 

English workhouses are under the immediate control of the boards 
of guardians, who are elected by the ratepayers of the parish. The 
guardians, although in some manner subjected to a common board 
(Pool Low Board), possess considerable Independence, and are able 
in iln much to oppose improvements. The inmates of a workhouse 
belong to both sexes and every age : they are able-bodied or infirm 
— some incurable ; and a not inconsiderable portion are insane or 
idiots. Of the first only the milder forms are retained ; a description 
of some establishments is found in another place. 

Although workhouses exist in Berlin, Vienna, Petersburg, and 
Moscow, and other large cities, some of which I have visited, yet I 
refrain from describing them ; but I must here say a few wonls on 
those of Paris. 

They are now undergoing considerable changes in order to apply 
the principles of modern sanitary science. We find three establish- 
ments of the kind for adults — viz. the Salpetrieie, Bicetre, Incurables 
Homines; and they provided, till lately, accommodation for more 
than 10,000 persons. 1 One exists for children (ks en/ants assists). 
The number of inmates will be gradually reduced by removing some 
of them into the country, where new institutions are founded ; 
especially one at Veainez, the other at Issy. The latter is a largo 
and fine building. 

To suppress the hospices altogether was considered impossible by 
the Paris administration. There is a large number of helpless crea- 
tures who have neither friends nor shelter ; there are those who suffer 
from chronic diseases, who cannot obtain accommodation; there are 
1 See nailer Parid. 
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the semi-blind ami deaf, the paralytic and epileptic, and a great many 
others whom it woidd be cruel to leave to precarious private charity. 
The admin istrotion send some of thein into the country, and assist 
them with money grants ; and do aa much as possible to prevent 
overcrowding in the existing institutions. 

An important part of all these institutions form the infirmaries, 
especially in this country, where hospitals are generally unendowed, 
and unsupported by Government. The recent disclosures about them 
must be fresh in the reader's mind, so that I need not repeat the 
disgraceful facts made public. At present only the metropolitan 
workhouse infirmaries have been subjected to severe criticism, but 
those in the country ought not to be lost sight of. They have as 
much need of improvement as those in London. Tiie wards should 
be properly constructed, and arranged as much as possible on im- 
proved hospital principles ; and the institutions should be properly 
managed, as regards nursing, medical staff, diet, dispensing, etc. 

Some of the existing infirmaries (Chorlton Union Infirmary) may 
NIK BB models to boards of guardians who are willing to inaugurate 
■ new system. 



V.— ON DISPENSARIES. 



The importance of public dispensaries is perhaps very underrated, 
because the benefits they confer upon a part of the sick popidation 
are not brought before the public in an ostentatious manner. A part 
of the profession and of the public ace of opinion that all important 
cases of disease are treated in the hospitals as in-patients, and that 
out-patients or dispensary patients are pre-eminently light cases. In 
accordance with this opinion, medical students eagerly follow the 
lectures in clinical wards, but none attend as pupils in the out- 
patients' department, nut considering that, in the beginning of their 
career, they will be more consulted respecting light eases than in 
such as threaten the life of the patient. The dispensary cases, how- 
ever, even if light, may become serious or clironic. For medical 
students the chronic diseases of a dispensary would be an almost 
inexhaustible source of instruction ; but of this, singularly enough, 
they are ignorant. It would not suit the dispensary, or outdoor- 
patient department, to admit the pupils indiscriminately and every 
day, but one or two days could be set apart for them each week. 
Dispensaries would in this way become means of education in con- 
nexion with medical schools. 



ON DISPENSARIES. 

The dispensaries might become annua! subscribers to the nearest 
hospital. This would give them the right to send such patients 
there who cannot be attended to at the dispensary or visited by lit 
visiting officer. The cases, if interesting and worth publishing, 
should be published conjointly by the dispensary and hospital 
physician or surgeon, each giving his part of the history and treat- 
ment of the disease. The pupils of the hospital, who attend at the 
dispensary, would then follow the case from its beginning to its 
recovery or fatal end. The hospital physician or surgeon would 
have rebable information upon the history of the case, and the dis- 
pensary medical officer upon its course and termination. 

Case-books are not kept in many, perhaps in most dispensaries; 
this is to be regretted. Many patients are under treatment for 
years with short interruptions, and their disease may be well worth 
noting. Tins could be done by pupils attending the establishment. 
Eye-diseases are frequently treated at metropolitan and provincial 
dispensaries, and they offer valuable materials for publication. Some 
ophthalmic surgeons of European fame owe much of their celebrity 
to the observations made on out-patients ; so did, for instance, the 
late Graefe, whose clinical wards had, I believe, at first and for 
some years not more than 12 beds. Nervous diseases, chorea, 
neuralgia, female diseases, and some others, can be studied with 
great advantage in dispensaries, and this should not be lost sight of 
by their medical officers. 



On the Construction of Dispensaries. 

The building in which a dispensary is established ought to serve 
no other purpose. The ground-lloor is used for the dispensing 
department, the waiting-room for patients, the consulting-rooms with 
private examination -rooms built out of them or between them, and 
there may be a small room for visitors. On the first floor are two 
committee- rooms and medical officer's sitting-room ; on the second 
floor, dispenser's and medical officer's bedroom ; and on top floor, 
housekeepers' rooms, who have the use of the basement as well. 
Patients have a separate street entrance and separate exit, if possible 
{Bradford, Cambridge, I«icester) ; therefore a corner house is the 
best 

Dispensing Department 

must be situated in front or at the back of the building, in order 
that it receive ample light. The drugs are ranged on shelves round 
the walls, and the poisons separate ; cod-liver oil should be kept in 
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slate tanks ; the floor to lie impervious ; and hot and cold water 
.upplied from taps. There should be a contrivance for boiling 

water ou gas ; and a table with metal cover in the middle of the 
A sink is in one corner, two small windows open into a 
liffpfflning lobby, and rails are in front of them, so that only one 
ntient can pass at a time. 

Waiting-Romn. 

It may be built in four different ways. 1. A large single rooun 

without partitions, containing plain deal seats without backs, and a 

ree space is left between male and female patients. 2. The room 

B divided in two equal parts by a partition 10 feet high running 

down the middle. 3. The room is divided into many compartments 

by high-backed seats standing thus : The females sit 

I behind the males. 4. There are two waiting-rooms, one 

~ZZ^— I for male, the other for female patients, with different 

entrance-doors. 

The latter plan is the best where a great many patients attend 

at one time; but of course the most expensive as regards building 

and wanning. No. 3 is not very convenient, as people canuot get 

out if once seated. The heating may be effected by hot-water pipes. 

Where low and plain seats are found, one superintendent can easily 

overlook the whole. 

The waiting-room need not be very light, but occupy that por- 
tion of the building in which lighting is the most difficult. For 
vl' in nation the windows must be properly constructed, and have 
louvres. 

The Consulting Rooms. 

They are divided from the waiting-room by lobbies, and are well 
lighted. Patients enter by one door, and leave by another. The 
rooms contain a lavatory in a recess of the wall, and cupboards for 
instruments, case-books, microscope, and cloth-racks. A table is in 
the centre, a mahogany couch, for examination in horizontal position, 
at the side ; it should not be so low as usual ; some consulting and 
other chairs complete the furniture. 

The private exam i nation -rooms may be small, or replaced by 

ed partitions or high screens. 



Management of a Dispensary. 

Tin; affairs of a dispensary are managed by a committee. The 
embers, twelve or fifteen in number, are elected annually by the 
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ibscribers. The committee meet about every alternate mouth, and 
transact business in the usual manner. Some of the members are 
house visitors. The medical officers are consulting physicians, con- 
sulting surgeons, physicians and surgeons, dentist, and resident 
medical officer. They are appointed by the committee, who follow 
the advice of their medical officers for the time being. They can 
leave by giving a short notice. The resident medical officer a 
appointed for three years, after which time there is a n-ek-euim. 
As a rule he should not be re-elected. The resident officer visits 
in-patients. He should devote his whole time to the duties of thu 
institution. 1 

The dispenser is under the special superintendence of the resident 
medical officer, but has to comply with the orders of the physicians 
and surgeons. He lives in the dispensary. 

The housekeeper attends to her usual duties as regards cleaning 
and attendance. She applies for anything she wants in the first 
instance to the resident medical officer. She is engaged by Bm 
latter, but dismissed by the committee if there are complaints. 

Medical officers attend at regular hours, either a physician and 
surgeon on the same day, but one earlier than the other, or on 
alternate days. They do not keep lists of the patients, but only 
make memoranda on interesting cases in the case-books. Each of 
them may have his own case-book. 

Patients must behave properly, return thanks when discharged, 
and comply with such rules as are made regarding the medicines 
and drags. 



VI.— IN-DOOR RELIEF BY VISITING THE POOR 
AT THEIR HOMES. 

No one has, SO far as I know, made this matter a social subject 
of discussion and scrutiny, although the assistance supplied by visit- 
ing the poor is only secondary to that given by hospitals or infir- 
maries. 

Opinions greatly differ as to the manner in which these things 
should be managed, and it is not uninteresting to compare this 
metropolis and others in this respect. From what I read, men- 
tioned in police imports or on other occasions in the public papers, 
and from personal inquiries, I am led to believe that in Loudon the 
1 See Reading Dispensary. 
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ick poor have more difficulty in getting tliis kind of assistance than 
hey have elsewhere. 

As regards Paris, the visiting service (service A domicile) was re- 
organised in the year 1853. It is in connexion with the Bureaux 
" 3 Bienfaisance, which are under the general administration. Paris 
divided into twenty districts ; each ha3 a bureau either at the 
mairie or at a house selected for the purpose. The mayor (for the 
time being) is president. There are " adjointe," a secretary, one or 
two assistant secretaries, one or two sisters of charity, religieuses, 
and midwives. The total number of medical officers atlnuhed to the 
twenty bureaux is 180. They reeeive a small salary, and see 
patients at the bureau, or the maison de secours belonging to it, and 
visit them at their homes. The sisters generally dispense medicines; 
they visit the poor as well, and are in some manner a check on the 
physicians. The sisters supply the poor with necessaries, as wood, 
milk, wine, etc. 

In Berlin a Poor-Law Board exists. The city is divided into 
districts. Each has a committee and a salaried medical officer 
attached to it. He sees poor patients at his house, and visits 

i — a district contains about 15,000 or 16,000 inhabitants. 
The guildB also pay medical men, who have somewhat larger dis- 
tricts, but attend only to male patients. All members of the 
guilds are bound to pay a small contribution to the sick fund. 
(Sec also Polieliniques.) 

In Vienna the assistance of the sick poor at their homes is under 
the control of a Municipal Board (Arniendeputatioii Iwirn Magistrat). 1 
The city is divided into the city proper and the suburbs. The city 
proper has six medical officers ; some of the larger suburban districts 
have two such functionaries. The districts are generally somewhat 
larger than in Berlin. There is an institution called Ordinations- 
Institut in almost every district, but patients receive there only 
medical advice and medicines gratis, and are not visited. The visit- 
ing officera have, however, less work to do since these institutions 
were established. 

In all the said cities the medical officers make regular reports 
to the administration. 

As regards Italy, I may mention that till recently religious orders 
not only dispensed medicines for patients, but in some towns monks 
visited them and supplied physic. 

The poor-law medical officers on the continent, as a rale, only 
prescribe the medicines, which are made up in the city by the 
chemists, who are paid by and give a discount to the Board, or the 

1 Oppt'rt, Metliciii. Cfiilr/ihuilnng, 1857. 



medicines are dispensed by functionaries paid by the Board. A 
special pauper pharmacopoeia usually exists. 

In Loudon the onions arc divided into districts, and the medical 
officers are salaried for {riving advice, visiting, and dispensing. 
Kecently some have been appointed who do not dispense medicines. 
As regards the district*, the greatest inequality prevails. Some 
contain little more than 1000, others nearly 40,000 inhabitants. 
There are. however, many districts containing 10,000 or 15,000. 
Some of the metropolitan dispensaries undertake to visit the sick 
poor. 

It seems that there are several reasons why the number of poor- 
law medical officers is not adequate to the work of visiting the poor. 
In the first place, that they lose a great deal of time by attending 
to the dispensing ; secondly, that the distances are great, in conse- 
quence of the dwellings covering a larger area than in continental 
cities, where they have higher houses ; thirdly, the pauperism is 
greater in this metropolis, and the charges for medical attendance 
comparatively higher, by which circumstance the number of appli- 
cants for gratuitous advice increases ; lastly, the number of midwives 
is comparatively small, and comparatively more midwifery cases are 
attended to by poor-law medical officers than on the continent. 

It would be a great advance and improvement if medical officers 
had uotliiug to do with dispensing, the medicines being supplied by 
the parish. 

Moreover, a great evil has arisen in consequence of the duties 
being performed by deputies. Some poor-law medical officers keep 
their appointment for many years, even for life; but it is only in 
the commencement they work without assistance ; in course of time 
the work gets into the hands of young assistants. By this younger 
members of the profession are prevented from obtaining an inde- 
pendent position, and those do the work who are not responsible. 
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1 cubic foot of pure i 
1 gallon u 



er = 1728 cubic inches (Eng.) at 60 a Fahr. 

= - 16 cubic feet. 
eighs 10 lbs. (avoir d.) at 60° Fabr. 

= 4-54 litres (French) = IGOozs. (Eng.) 
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litre of pure water 
centilitre 
gallon 
pint 

ounce (avoir d.) 
litre 

quart (Prussia) 
kilogramme 
decigramme 
gramme . 
pound (avoir d.) 
kilometre 
metre 



»> 



» 



ft 



f» 



» 



tt 



= 0-22 gallon. 

= 02 gallon. 

= 8 pints = 4 quarts. 

= 20 ozs. 
weighs 437'5 grains. 

= 35-2 ozs. (Eng.) 

= 2 pints. 

= 220 lbs. 

= 154 grains. 

= 15*4 grains. 

= 7000 grains. 

= 3280*899 feet (Eng.) 

= 3-28 feet (Eng.) = 3*489 feet (Ham- 
burg) = 3*539 feet (Leipzig) = 
3-186 feet (Prussia) = 3*163 feet 
(Austria) = 3*28 feet (Russia). 

= 0-328 foot. 

= 10-151 quadrat feet (Prussia) = 
10-764 square feet (Eng.) 

= 6 feet (Austria) = 1*896484 m. 

= 4046*6944 square m. 

To convert metres into feet, multiply by 33, and cut off as a 
decimal one figure to the right. There will be an excess of about 
foot, correctly 0*955, in the conversion of every 50 metres. 

foot (Eng.) . . = 1-029 foot (Prussia). 

cubic metre . . = 35'31 cubic feet (Eng.) = 32*345 

cubic feet (Prussia), 
litre . . . =61*027 cubic inches. 



1 centimetre 

1 square metre . 

1 klafter (Austria) 
1 acre 



1 

1 
1 



1 



PART II. 



DESCRIPTION OF HOSPITALS AND 
INFIRMARIES. 



Initial Nomenclature. 

St. generally means Scullery ; N. Norse i I. Ward ; St. Stairs ; L. Lift ; 

D. Door ; W. Window ; La. Lavatory. 

AMERICAN HOSPITALS. 
TnEY resemble the English institutions as regards construction and 
administration. Although founded, almost without exception, by 
private charity, they often receive subsidies from the municipality or 
Government. The management is in the hands of committees, 
elected every three years by the governors ; and the medical officers 
are generally honorary. The hospitals are general ones, and every 
disease is admitted ; but small weekly payments are usually ex- 
pected. The wards are warmed aud ventilated by open fires, some ' 
heated by steam pipes ; and many modern improvements are found, , 
which are a credit to the well-known ingenuity of Americana (see 
locker- tables). A lavish amount of money was spent and is being 
spent in some of the charitable buildings on the fittings, furniture, 
instruments, and medical necessaries. 

Duriug the late war 214 temporary hospitals, containing 134,000 
beds, were erected in four months' time. The largest contained 
about 4000 patients, and it is stated that no hospital diseases were 
prevalent. Some buildings were badly lighted and ventilated] as the 
pressing necessity did not allow them to make the best arrangements. 
Most had only one floor, and were built of wood. Magazines and 
barracks were converted iuto hospitals, but some new buildings were 
erected on the pavilion plan. Besides this, floating hospital on 
board ship were arranged, to follow the armies on the large rivers. 

Baltimore. 

The splendid John Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, is only half 
finished. It stands in 14 acres of ground, and is on the pavilion 
plan. An administrative block is connected by covered ways with 






t bwudnigs- The htrgs nnb be wirntu by open 
1 hot ptpn, and TCTlihted by luge tan into which 
i aspirated. There are octagonal wards in the W^pifl 
i y tare are supposed to pass before the hospital is 

Bottom City Hmpital 
m (bonded in 1864. It is composed of s central building, four 
pavilion* for patient* connected with the former by curved corridors, 
e outbuildings. It accommodates about 300 patients. The 
centre building is for administrative purposes ; it has a higher eleva- 
tion than the pavilions, and possesses a cupola under which no 
amphitheatre w arranged. Two pavilions have two floors over a 
ttfuternent and attics, the others have additional floors. There are 
large wards, 80 feet long, 27 feet wide, and 16 feet high ; and 
«ttall wards containing only two or six beds respectively. There 
are more than SO small wards. 
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Pig. 4.— Pavilios or thc Boston Citt Hospital, VS., America. 

A. Winl. C. ConT«ltscetit room. S. Wmttr-dos* ta- 

li. Ward. W. CloKt*. 

b, terrace* ; c, scullery ; d, portico. 

The large wards have 14 opposite sash-windows, and are 
wanned by steam, circulating in pipes. Fresh air is driven in by a 
fan worked by .steam, and enters the wards after being warmed. 
There- are outlets in the walls for vitiated air. The water-closets 
and lavatories are arranged at the small sides, and a verandah runs 
along a few of the lower wards. Balconies are found at the outer 
end of the pavilions. 

The hospital has a library, an out-patient department, ophthalmic 
wards in the basement of one of the pavilions, and a skin department. 
Tin', medical cases outweigh the surgical ones. Patients are either 
admitted by the medical superintendent or visited at their homes 
by the admitting physicians, who often refuse admission. 

The management is in the hands of trustees. About twenty 
medical officers visit the hospital, six internes live in the house. 

The nverage mortality is about 8 per cent. 

Boston Fnx Hvq.ntal. 
This building, recently constructed, is on the pavilion plan 
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the connecting corridors have the peculiarity that they form a curved 
line. The four larger pavilions have a length of 117 feet. They 
are only two floors high over a basement, and each ward accom- 
modates fifty patients, who receive ample cubic space (1600 c. feet). 
The water-closets and baths are at the outer end, a nurse and 
separation -room at the other. Small wards are in the block (a), 
i.inil tlir administration is limited in tin: i/i'iiliv th). (S<,- next page) 



Chicago. 

The general hospital is a pavilion hospital, called Marine Hospital. 
The large wards have 28 beds, and are ventilated by extraction of 
vitiated air. For this purpose shafts are found, measuring 2 feet in 
one directiou and 3 feet in the other direction. They are heated 
by hot steam pipes placed at the bottom. 

Dixmcmt. 

The Western _ Pennsylvania Hospital, Dixmont, established 1861, 
lias a middle block, 61 feet long, and two side-wings in a line, 
345 feet long each. The middle building has four floors, the 
others three. In the wings about 250 patients may be accommo- 
dated. The smallest ward is 10 feet long and 8 feet wide. The 
corridors have a width of 1 2 feet, in the centre even of 1 7 feet, 
forming halls. 

There are 12 dining-rooms, 8 sitting-rooms, 12 bath-rooms, etc. 
The warming is by hot air rising from a chamber where steam pipes 
are found. The vitiated air is withdrawn by ventilators. 



Ham mon d Hospital, on the Chesapeake Bay, a Military 
Hospital htl ft l.f.mfwm.i-ny during the War, 

for 780 beds. As seen by the woodcut (see next page), a number 
of separate blocks stand in a circle, and the administrative buildings, 
connected with them by galleries, are in the centre. The pavilions, 
one floor high, had ridge ventilation ; each contained 52 beds. 
Thirty-six feet was the distance between two contiguous pavilions 
at the inner side. 

St. Louix, Mo. 

The city of St. Louis, which in 1863 had 100,000 inhabitants, 
and three hospitals containing about 400 beds for patients, now 
numbers about 450,000 inhabitants, and possesses a good number 
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of charitable institutions. Part of these are under control of the 
city, and the following, is a list of them: — The female hospital, con- 
taining 225 beds; the city hospital (for males), 475 beds; the 
quarantine and smallpox hospital, 150 beds; the insane asylum, 
400 insane; poorhouse, poor department, 350 inmates; the same, 
400 insane. 

There are in St. Louis fourteen hospitals besides, which are con- 
trolled by different religious denominations and others — for instance, 
the St. LonLs Hospital, managed by sisters of charity, who have here 
their mother house. There is also one U. S. Marine Hospital. 

During the Civil War nine hospitals were built, which could 
Mieommodato 4000 soldiers. 

New JVM'. 

This capital, with more than a million of inhabitants, possesses 
public or state hospitals and others supported by the municipality 
and voluntary contributions. The former are under the New York 
Commissioners, four in number, appointed by the comptroller of the 
city, and these have their office in town. These hospitals, with 
other institutions under the same management, are situated on the 
islands of the large Hudson River (East River), Blackwell Island, 
Ward's Inland, and Staten Island, but easily reached by the steam 
ferryboats plying on the river. They are the Convalescent Home, 
the Large Charity and the Incurables' Hospital, the Lunatic 
Asylum, the Smallpox Hospital, the Emigrant Hospital, and Sea- 
men's Hospital, the latter on Staten Island. Every one who cannot 
afford to pay is admitted free into these charities, 

One of the oldest and the largest general hospital in the city is 
the Bellevuejiosjutal. About ten years ago 900 patients coidd be 
admitted into 35 wards; but now the number is stated to be 
1200. It is built on the corridor and many-storied plan, but the 
tecent additions are one and two floored pavilions. The old part 
lias five 0oors over a basement, and attics. A solarium in place of 
a garden is found on the top of the house, and lifts are arranged to 
carry patients upwards in their beds. The largest wards have a 
length of 50 feet, a width of 30 feet, and opposite sash-windows. 
The wanning is by fireplaces and hot pipes. The walls are lined 
with marble. 

The Sturges' pavilion for surgical patients (25 males and 4 
females), is built almost entirely of brick and iron, only the ward- 
floors are of wood, the window -casings of iron. The roof is of slates, 
and slopes from the centre to the sides. The water-closets, baths. 
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and lavatories, are built in projecting parte, aad have tiled f 
For warming we find fireplaces and steam ■ pipes, for ventilation 
ridges in the roof and outlets leading into the large smoke-shaft. 
There are also ventilators on Sherringbam's principle. 

Two new wards, 1 6 beds each, one for women and the other for 
children, have been opened a few months ago. These wards are in 
a handsome pavilion erected on the hospital grounds by private 
munificence, and costing about 35,000 dollars. Besides accommo- 
dation for nurses, etc., in this pavilion there are rooms for operations 
of ovariotomy. 







Fig. 7.— S rii hues' Ward, Bellehtb Hospital, New York. 

A. Men's ward. D. Attendant- (1. Entrance. 

1!. Women's ward. K. Nurse.. H. Verandah. 

C. Corridor. F. Ward-kit.dirn and dining-rooms. K. Fino[dace. 

a, sink ; b, bath ; e, lavatory ; d, steam coils. 



Of recent improvements are to be mentioned ambulance carriages 
and a photographic gallery. 

Many patients pay by the week ; seamen who cannot afford it 
are paid for by their consuls (four dollars a week). 

The recent hospitals of New York, mostly small ones, are built 
on the pavilion plan, and two floors high — St, Luke's with 150 
beds, St. Vincent's, Mount Sinai for Jews, a Negro Hospital, and 
one for foreigners ; the Lennox Hospital, and an infirmary in the 
Second Avenue aro mentioned ; with the latter a female college is 
connected. 

The Roosevelt 1 



parti. 



for more than 200 beds, is one of the largest recent institutions. 
It consists of a central portion and four pavilions for patients. 
There are three ward-floors over a basement, and the distance be- 
tween two contiguous pavilions measures 27 m. 50 c. The large 
wards are 32'3 m. long, 914 m. wide, aud 4'57 m. high. Tba 
cubic space for each patient is 48j cubic m. The warming is 
ly by artificial means (steam). 




A. Ward. 

B. Stairs and t'orrii 

D. Nurse. 

E. Ward-kitehon. 

F. Medical officer's 



Fig. 8.— Roosevelt Homi'ital. 
G. Convalescents' diuing-ri 
,r. H. Lift. 

K. Utensils, 
oom. L. Closet. 



The German Hospital, 
liiiilt on the pavilion plan, was opened (part of it) 1869, ami can 
now accommodate 150 patients, including the new women's pavilion 
idded quite recently (March 1882). 

The large wards are 106 feet long, 27 feet wide, and 16 feet 
high. Each patient has 1431 cuhic feet of air. The cost of building 
was £150,000. 

A committee of German gentlemen is at the head of the affairs, 
assisted by a Medical Board of three of the physicians. There are 
sixteen medical officers who visit the wards, and five who reside in 
the house. An out-patients' department is connected with the 
hospital, and twenty-one medical officers attend there. 

The funds are raised by voluntary subscriptions and collections, 
also by patients' payments. Twelve subscription beds are paid for 
by twelve subscribers, who contribute 336 dollars a year each. 
The mortality was 8J per cent in 1881. 



\ Temporary Hospital 
was built on the pavilion plan; the connecting corridors were 14 
feat broad and of considerable height. The blocks, one story high, 
of wood, contained large wards for 48 beds, and smaller ones of 
different sizes. 

Asylums. 
The asylum of Pennsylvania was opened in 1859 as a refuge 
for 250 lunatic patients. In its construction it resembles the 
Vincennes Military Hospital. More recently, in 1876, an asylum 
s opened at Indianopolis for 600 inmates. It has a central build- 
ing for administrative purposes, and blocks four floors high over a 
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basement. They have central corridors into which the wards open 
and are intersected by staircases. There are day-rooms with bow- 
windows, lifts, tramways, and other improvements. 

The asylum at Topeka, Kansas, is one of the most recent. The 
buildings have the corridor at one side only. The admiui.-tratnc 
Mock is found in the centre, and the other ones are joined to it 
wings; they have three lioors over a basement. 

CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA. 

In Central and South America hospitals are comparatively scarce, 
Belot's Hospital, Garcini's, and Quinta del Roy, are mentioned in 
Habana. Five hospitals exist in Valparaiso, viz. 2 English, 2 
Chileue, 1 French. Rio has a large one with verandahs. 

AUSTRALIA. 

The largest hospitals are in Melbourne and Sydney, but they 
much smaller than in Europe ; the general one in Sydney contains 
about 200 beds. Many hospitals exist with 12 or 15 beds. The 
largest number of inmates are in the asylums, one being mentioned 
with 500 beds. 

The management generally is in the hands of committees. 
Melbourne a medical school is connected with the hospitrd, and tin- 
municipality grants as high subsidies as are reached by the voluntary 
contributions. An additional building was recently under discussioi 

The visiting is generally undertaken by the hospitals as regards 
the better classes, but district medical officers attend to the 
" aborigines." 

A new asylum is found near Melbourne. The principal blocks 
are at the sides of a large court — the males on one side, the females 
on the other. Side courts are formed by projecting wiugs. In the 
middle of the large court an administrative block is situated, con- 
taining kitchen, water-tanks, conversation - room, etc. The work- 
shops are at a distance from the entrance -gates. The plan ol 
building reminds one of Colney Hatch, many small wards opening 
into long passages. 

The newest asylum seems to be that of Callan Park, opened in 
1879 ; it has 100 acres of ground, and is built on the pavilion and 
corridor plan combined, for 61G patients, after that of Chatham, 
Kent, England. 

BELGIUM. 

New hospitals have been built or new parts added lately to old 
buildings, modern principles of hospital construction being adopted, 
At Antwerp, Cand, Liege, and Muns, such buildings may be visil 
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Antwerp (Anvers). 

Antwerp 13 the largest seafaring place of Belgium, and coutains, 
in addition to the old general hospital in the centre, a new one not 
finished yet in the outskirts of the town. The latter lies in low 
ground (about 1 1 acres) and is being constructed on a novel plan, 
tfae WWd-Woofcfl being of a circular instead of an oblong shape. 
Otherwise the pavilion style is adopted, and the pavilions are con- 
nected by open passages which form an oblong octagonal court 
Inside the chapel and adniinistr.it iva buildings are found, outside 
the wards with their appendages in turrets at the outer end. The 
usual outbuildings, as laundry and engine-house, are remote from 
the principal entrance. Close to the latter is the director's house, 
the priest's house, casualty- rooms, operating theatre, and mortuary, 
the latter with an entrance from a side street. The wards,' two in 
each tower, still in course of construction, have a diameter of 66 
feet and will contain 20 beds, each standing near to the outer wall. 
The cubie space for each patient is about 2500 feet. The water- 
closets and lavatories are divided by a short passage from the wards, 
and these passages may he ventilated by cross draughts. Single 
wards and convalescent rooms are arranged at the inner side. 

We believe that a circular want may be as easily warmed, 
ventilated, and kept clean as an oblong one, but that the costs of 
construction are necessarily a little higher. Whether the patients 
who live in and are used to rectangular rooms will feel as comfort- 
able in a dome or circus like ward seems questionable. 

Brwstk. 

The administration of the hospitals, hospices, and the general 
system of relief to the sick poor in Brussels, is carried on hi much 
the same manner as in FaiT3. There is a central board {Vadminis- 
tritium ijiUvh-fth de. ['assistance puUique) and a president (m chef), at 
the head of it. Besides the two principal hospitals, Brussels has a 
maternity institution, where mid wives are trained, and bureaux de 
• ure. Rrligkuses and stx-urs tie chariU attend to the nursing. 

Hospital St. Jean, Brussels. 
The buildings forming the hospital cover a large piece of elevated 
ground in the town of Brussels. There are large gardens in front, 
but the other sides are surrounded by houses. 

1 See Fig. 1, No. 12. A. Ward ; B. Appurtenances ; C, Corridor. 
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The front buildings surround a square yard. The ge 
administration of all the hospitals and Lmspices of Brussels h: 
offices here ; there are also the private rooms of the director, and of 
the medical officers ; the dispensary, library, museum, and hatha, 
patients' clothes-room, porter's lodge, etc., in this part. 

Behind it we find the pavilions for the patients — five on the 
left, and four on the right side ; and the amphitheatre in place o) 
the fifth. Separate are the wards for the insane, the dead, l 
house, engine, and post-mortem room. The pavilions are connected 
by a gallery on the ground and first floor. 

The wards are 92 feet long, have opposite windows — fire H 
each side, and one at the end, the latter opening on to a balcony 
They contain 24 beds, 2 between two windows, having a space 
of hardly 3 feet between them ; the opposite beds are at a distance 
of 12 feet The ceiling is arched about 16 feet from the floor 
the latrines (a) and a private room (b) are built out at the one 
end, and the nurses' rooms (f) and a kitchen (d) are near the 
common corridor. 



Fig. 8.— Pavilion 




St. Jean, Bm-ss 



There are iron stoves for warming, and eduction channels I 
foul air which lead into shafts opening above the roof. Of coui 
this 13 an unsatisfactory arrangement, because the air often com 
back into the wards. The floors are of wood and polished, 
walls very plain. The grounds and gardens arc much frequente 
by convalescent patients. 



St. Pierre. 

This hospital lies at the other end of the town and has ( 
beds. It receives principally patients with syphilis and cutanea 
diseases. There is a long building in front where offices, < 
residences, stores are found. Behind this, parallel with it and i 
a line lie other buildings where the patients are accommodate 
three in number. They contain large wards with opposite cro: 
windows, are warmed by stoves, and mostly three rows of I 
New structural additions were added in a peculiar manner al* 
ten years ago. At the back of the blocks half-moon shaped 1 
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ugs were constructed containing passages. These give access to 
two pavilions whose ends diverge from each other (similar to the 
Alexandrow Hospital in St. Petersburg). The wards have three 
windows on each side and one end window, waxed floors, 1 6 beds, 
vaulted whitewashed ceiling, are wanned by open fires and stoves, 
1 there are some ventilators in the walls. Medical wards are on 
i ground-floor, surgical one3 on the first floor. 
Patients affected with itch are subjected to a treatment of a few 
hours, and theu discharged cured. They have a soda bath of an 
hour's time, are then rubbed with a strong sulphur lotion, and have 
another bath afterwards. 

There are wooden baths, 23 in number, for their use. 

Gand Hospitals. Tlie General Hospital. 

There is a new hospital added to the old one and differing from 
t in a curious manner. In the Middle Age there existed an old 
abbey of the Bernardines, stdl found behind the hospital, and the 
latter originally was a leper house in connexion with the cloister. 
The old part has large wards with arched ceilings and opposite 
windows high up from the floor. The clinical ward has 16 beds, 
and answers modern principles. Others, however, are of immoderate 
height and divided by partitions made of bricks into irregular portions. 
These partitions interfere with ventilation, especially where they are 
double, forming small passages. The light comes through high 
windows blind with age. The latrines are separated from, and 
approached by. passages from the wards. The old chapel was trans- 
formed into post-mortem rooms. Lavatories are found in an airy shed. 

A fine new hall, spacious aud well lighted by coloured windows, 
must be passed before you enter the new wards. They lie in single- 
storied pavilions, and have large opposite windows, and contain 28 
beds. They are warmed in winter-time by hot air, which is injected 
by a fan. The latter made a considerable noise at the time of the 
visit. The openings for warm air seem to be too near to the floor. 
There are upper ones for withdrawing foul air. There is also a 
children's ward. The appendages, viz. water-closets and nurses' 
rooms are well placed. 

There in a new Maternity added to the old one, both affording 
accommodation for 24 inmates. There are corridors from which 
the wards are entered, and it seemB not to be a judicious arrange- 
ment that short passages branch off from the principal ones. There 
e irou stoves with air-chambers for wanning. A number of babies' 
cots are in a large room, and they can be rocked by a string simul- 
taneously. Midwives and students are educated at the hospital. 
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The well-known asylum " Hospice Guislain " lies near GaniL 
It is one of the 51 asylums which Belgium with about five millions 
of inhabitants contains. It consists of pavilions connected by open 
passages. The large wards have generally windows on one side 
only, and the latter have gratings of zinc in their lower part. Iron 
stoves with air-chambers are found and ventilators in the walk 
Cells are situated between two half-moon shaped corridors, which 
may he warmed. Tiiere were about 500 iumates at the time of 
the visit. 

Li£ge Hopital de Bavi&re. 

This manufacturing town has an old hospital dating from the 
seventeenth century and a new one for surgical cases. The buildings 
are of irregular shape. The old wards have windows high up from the 
floor as in Vienna, stone floors, high ceilings, and nothing above but 
the garret. Iron boards are fastened to the bedsteads, replacing 
side-tables. The beds have white curtains all round, which the 
patients like to close. The treasurer is a monk, the nursing is by 
sisters of charity. The hospital is under a commission of " hospices." 
Lectures are given at the hospital. 



DENMARK. 



napoo. 



There are not many hospitals in Denmark ; poor-law medical 
officers still generally supply the medicines. The metropolis has two 
Military Hospitals, two old Civil Hospitals for about 400, and a new 
one, opened 1863, also a Maternity and a Workhouse and a new 
Barrack Hospital for infectious diseases at Oeresund, approached from 
the seaside by barges. A system of wheeliug off the contents of 
the privies exists in most Danish hospitals. 

Copenhagen Hospital 

is an extensive building, which may accommodate 800 patients. 
It is built on the corridor plan. The main portions stand around a 

1 large rectangular yard, and six wings extend side and 

— I — backwards. The wards are on three floors, and contain 
— ' — 10, 5, and 2 beds; they are wanned by hot air injected 
by a fan. The corridors are 10 feet wide and warmed in winter by 
hot-water pipes. There are water-closets outside the passages, also 
lifts, improved baths. The larger wards are 30 1'eet long, 24 feet 
wide, affording about 1100 cubic feet of air to a patient. There 
arc about 100 small wards, and it may be questionable whether 
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was judicious to split up the hospital into so many rooms. A com- 
mittee is at the head, the Burgomaster and the senior physicians 
being members. Patients' payments cover the third part of the 
expenses, the rest being levied from the inhabitants. An asylum 
for lunatics stands detached in the grounds, but only acute cases are 
admitted before being removed farther off. Smallpox wards are 
also detached in the grounds. 



ENGLISH HOSPITALS. 

Although in this country some of the charitable institutions owe 
their origin and existence to the Government, or a board connected 
with it, yet the greatest number are offsprings of private benevolence, 
and supported by voluntary contributions. Although the various 
charities are unconnected with each other, yet the sick poor are 
generally well cared for, and as the time is not far distant when 
those institutions which are not in accordance with an advanced 
age will be improved, English institutions need not fear criticism 
and comparison with others. 

The hospitals are generally managed by committees; the rules 
and regulations are of great simplicity compared with those of con- 
tinental establishments, and of great similarity, although made 
independently of each other. The construction of some buildings — 
especially in the Black Country — shows great architectural ingenuity, 
and modern improvements are added almost daily. 

By means of Samaritan funds, the care bestowed on the patients 
is extended beyond the period of their stay in the hospitals, and the 
convalescents, when they leave, arc assisted with money grants, as 
they are unfit for immediate work. The necessity of having more 
convalescent institutions in the country begins to be fully realised. 

That the medical officers of infirmaries supply medicines by 
contract is not uncommon at present, but boards of guardians and 
committees already appreciate the advantages of a different system. 

Public dispensaries exist in greater number, and reach a higher 
standard of perfection in this than other countries, but the visiting 
of the poor at their habitations undoubtedly requires improvement. 

Bath United Hospital 

is partly an old, partly a new budding, in the shape of the letter 
T- The wards lie behind and iu front of a transverse corridor, 
which is heated by hot air. 

The hospital contains 120 patients. 
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Birmingham Hospitals. 

Birmingham General Hospital. It dates from the year 1779, 
and was originally a building with a centre and two side \ 
extending backwards ; the former is traversed by a central corridor. 
But lately new wings have been added. The site is unfortunately 
a bad one; the building lies low, and the hospital is surrounded by 
manufactories, but originally it stood in the open country. It 
contains now about 280 beds, and the new wards are on improved 
principles. In some wards hot air is used for warming in addition 
to fireplaces. Ventilators are found in the ceilings, but the principal 
means of ventilation are the windows, Convalescents are sent to 
Seaford, Rhyl, and New Brighton. 

Queen's Hospital. This is quite a recent building, and accom- 
modates 140 patients; the large wards hold mostly 18 beds. They 
are warmed by open fireplaces, and there is no artificial ventilation, 
but openings for admitting fresh air are found in various places of 
the wall and ceiling. The windows, are kept open even during 
part of the night. 

The fever-house is a separate building at the back. Lectures 
are given at both hospitals. 

Birmingham has, moreover, an Orthopaedic, an Eye-Hospital (50 
beds), one for children (72 beds), one for women (18 beds), one for 
ear diseases (20 beds), a Lying-in, and a Lock Hospital. 



»Blackhurn Infirmary. 
The Blackburn Infirmary is situated near Blackburn, a small 

town 24 miles distant from Manchester. The hospital stands on an 
elevated piece of ground outside the town near the railroad, and ia 
conspicuous from a great distance. The building ia not yet half 
finished ; but ia intended to form 8 pavilions and a central building. 
At present it accommodates 40 patients. It is constructed on a 
mixed plan, half-pavilion and half- corridor. The passage, which is 
spacious (nearly 9 feet wide), runs through the centre on both the 
ground and first floor, having promenades overhead. The pavilions 
are divided by this corridor into two unequal parts, one about 14 
feet and the other 40 feet long. By this arrangement there is a 
space of 50 feet between the principal wards. The entrance-hall ia 
very spacious, and warmed by hot flues, but it is not used ; the 
hospital is entered by a side-door. 

The larger wards for eight patients are very fine. They are lofty, 
1 6 feet high, have opposite sash-windows, and the walls coated with 
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Parian cement. The windows extend to about 4 feet below the 
ceiling, and in the intermediate space are tablets of perforated zinc 
similar to those in railway carriages. The patients complain of 
cold, as there are ventilators besides in the ceilings and apertures in 
and near the flooring. 

A cubic space of more than 1800 feet is allotted to each patient. 
Each has a clothes-box which forms the lower part of a chair and 
makes it look like a night-stool. Each ward has four fireplaces, 
two at each end; the closets are ventilated by open windows and 
gas-burners in a fine. There are a few baths of painted iron ; they 
resemble marble, but the colour does not appear to keep well. 




Scale — A of an inch to a foot. 
Fig. 10.— Black bu ns Infirmary (First Floor). 

There are nurses' rooms, lavatories (L), day-rooms, foul-linen 
shafts, lifts, speaking tubes, and a medical library. The necessary 
private rooms and common dining-rooms are arranged satisfactorily. 

There is an operating-room (O) in the central part, and small 
wards near it; the passages leading to them are very narrow. The 
chapel (CH) is on the oilier side of the corridor. 

The dispensary is light and airy. Out-patients euter by a separate 
door; but the consulting-room has only one door for patients to 
enter and go out by. 

The kitchen is not in a separate building, but in the basement. 
Dead-house, wash-house, and engine-room are detached. 

The infirmary is kept in a perfect state of cleanliness, and in many 
respects worth a visit by those who may he in the neighbourhood. 
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Bradford Infirmary. 



The rising town of Bradford contains two modern institutions. 

The infirmary was completely rebuilt and has now the shape of 
a letter H, the old part forming the centre. It has only recently 
been completed, although some wards were finished three years ago. 
It contained at the time of my visit 75 patients, but is destined to 
accommodate 150. The old part has a very fine corridor 9 feet 
wide, and the wards on the first and second floors are in front ; a 
few wards are at the back. On the ground-Boor we find offices and 
a fine entrance-hall, which is not used, as the entrance is by a side- 
door. 

The end wards on ground and first floors are very light, lofty, and 
airy. They contain 23 beds. The walls are plastered, the ceilings 
whitewashed, and the floors impervious. The windows are sash- 
windows, and opposite ; there are ventilators over the windows and 
in the ceilings, and louvres over each door. Besides open fireplaces 
we find hot-water pipes along the middle of the floors ; they are 
covered with perforated plates, and if too much heated have been 
found to cause an unpleasant smelL They are difficult to clean, 
because the gratings are fastened to the pipes. The beds have iron 
foot-boards, which are removable ; they in many places stand too 
close. At the head we see iron frames for bed-pulls. 

The floors are of deal, and scrubbed. 

There is a large and light operating-room which receives light 
from above and through a side window. A patent operating-table 
stands in the middle. There is a spacious kitchen, which has too 
large a range. Vegetables are boiled by steam. 

The baths are of earthenware coated with enamel. The wash- 
house is separate, and has some modern appliances. The proceeding 
is as follows : The foul linen is first put in earthenware tubs, stand- 
ing round the wall, where the stains are rubbed out with soap, soda, 
and a little ammonia {a patent fluid was tried, but found to spoil the 
cloth) ; the cloth is then partly boded by letting some steam into the 
said tubs ; when taken out it is subjected to the action of a wheel 1 
turned by a handle, and wrung by passing through wooden rollers. 
It is then dried and taken to the laundry. Here we find the usual 
drying ovens and mangling machines. A new dead-house was in 
course of construction, attached to, but not communicating with, the 
principal building. A nurses' room was to be built over it. 



1 Bradford's patent washing, wringing, e 
Steps, Manchester: .£15, 15a. 
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The out-patients are seen on the ground-floor ; they have a 
separate entrance, and there are two waiting-rooms — one for medical, 
the other for surgical cases. Male and female patients are not 
separated, hut sit together. 




The Eye and Ear Infirmary, Bradford. 

This institution is of recent origin, was founded by Dr. Bronner 
(a German), and opened in 1857. It is remarkable hy the luxury 
with which it is furnished, and is well arranged. It only holds 28 
patients, but there is a large numher of out-patients. 

The plan of construction is that of a corridor hospital on a small 
scale; a spacious passage (9 feet wide) runs the whole length of 
the building. It would have been better to have placed windows 
instead of water-closets at the end. 

"We enter a fine hall, warmed (in winter-time) by hot pipes, and 
leaving the ground-floor for the present, we reach the first floor. 
Here we find wards for males on one side, and for females on the 
other. There are four wards, all opening into the corridor. 

They afford ample cubic space to each inmate, stated in the re- 
port to be 1 500 cubic feet ; but I consider this a low estimate. The 
walls are oil-painted of various colours, generally green ; the floor 
is of oak ; the windows are on the sash principle, aud can be dark- 



IOC 



ENGLISH HOSl'ITALS. 



ened by stuff and Venetian blinds. There; are also sliding at 
ing shutters, by which all light can be excluded. Each ward has 
a fireplace and a large comfortable hearth-rug. At the back of the 
first floor we find the operating-room, which has a large window and 
skylight at a considerable height. The operating- table has Graefe's 
contrivance for fixing the head between two padded boards, by 
means of screws, on the principle of a book or card-press. 

The baths are of enamelled earthenware. 

A large day-room is on the ground -floor, used in rotation by 
male and female patients. 

The out-patients' department is completely separate from the 
hospital. It is on the left of the hall, and has a separate entrance 




at the back of the building. Out-patients enter the waiting-room 
from a porch ; they sit down on comfortable seats, but the sexes are 
not separated; they enter the consulting-room by one door, and 
leave by another, and pass on to the dispensary before they leave 
the house. In the consulting-room two medical officers may see 
patients at one time ; a wooden partition about 5 feet high runs 
through the middle. Adjoining this room is a dark (eye) room, a 
cloak-room, and lavatory. 

The administration is in the bands of a committee. There is 
no resident medical officer, but the medical men (four) attached to 
the institution reside near it. The house is in charge of a matron ; 
patients are admitted by letter, and some make small payruei 
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1'atieuts leave their coats or dress in the cloak-room, and are pro- 
vided with coats of a dark- coloured woollen stuff. They objected 
at first to this novel arrangement, hut are now extremely satisfied, 
and certainly present a better appearance than they would do in 
their own dress. 

The cost of constructing the building was £5500. 



Bristol Hospitals. 

Bristol General Hospital. 

It lies on the outskirts of the town, close to the docks. It was 
opened in 1832, but completely rebuilt (Oingell, architect), and 
in 1853. It can accommodate about 154 patients — the 
being on the first floor, females on the second. There are 
twelve wards, of which three are small — for two patients only — tho 
larger hold eleven to seventeen each ; the cubic feet allowed to each 
patient about 1100 feet The wards have stuccoed floors, which 
look bright and clean, but are said t/> be cold. They had no fire- 
places originally, but were heated by hot air from an air-chamber 
containing hot pipes ; but the medical staff advised the construction 
of open fireplaces, on account of erysipelas which infected the 
hospital. Now it is said to be very healthy ; the hot air is at 
present little used for warming the wards. The windows are arched, 
and sash-windows. Twelve cribs for children are placed in the 
women's wards. Convalescent rooms, lavatories, and water-closets, 
are in sufficient number. The hospital is visited by students. (See 
plan on page 108). 



Bristol Royal Infirmary 

is an old building for 242 hed3. It contains large wards for 
12 or 15 beds, and a few smaller ones: two-thirds are usually 
surgical, and one-third medical cases. The wards are judiciously 
separated by interposed staircases, corridors, or sculleries and closets, 
and the passages are very wide and airy. Warming and ventilation 
by open fireplaces. The hospital is used for medical instruction. 

There is an Eye Hospital in Bristol for 1 1 beds ; one for 
women and children (8 beds); a Lying-in Institution; a Lock 
Hospital (16 beds). 



ENGLISH HOSPITALS. 




Front 

Fiff- H-— Bristol Royal Inhumahy (First Floor). 

I), liith. L. Lift W. Window. 



ADDENBROOKES HOSPITAL, CAMBRIDGE. 

Bury New Hospital, Bur;/ St, E<1 miauls. 

This has been open sixteen years ; it ia constructed on the 
pavilion plan ; contains about eighty beds. Two wards on each floor 
are in a line, but separated by offices, stairs, and lobbies. They 
have closets and bath-rooms at the farther end; 1500 cubic feet ia 
allowed to each patient ; the walls are coated with Parian cement, 
the floors of polished oak wood. The out-patients' department 
appears to be well arranged. 

The nurses overlook the wards from a window in their rooms, 
and nothing is kept in the wards — not even medicines. 



Sussex County Hospital (Brighton) 

stands on high ground overlooking the sea, containing IBS beds. 
The wards are of different sizes — for eight, thirteen, or sixteen 
patients. They have windows on two or on three sides, and some 
open into each other ; the cubic space is ample, especially in the 
fever wards. There are inlets and outlets for ventilation, but they 
are said to be a failure. The heating is by chimney fires. 

There are three phyaicians and three aurgeona, two assistant- 
phyaicians, and two assistant-surgeons; one resident officer, and 
two reaident pupils. 



Addenbroolccs Hospital, Cambridge. 

The old university town of Cambridge, which boasts of many 
beautifid and ancient buildings, now possesses a general hospital, 
which is not unworthy of the other institutions. 

In 1719 a hospital was founded in Cambridge by John Adden- 
brooke, M.D., and it was enlarged in 1814, the funds bciug supplied 
by a Cambridge bookbinder. But as it was defective in many re- 
spects, the committee saw the necessity of reconstructing it. This 
was done on a plan first suggested by Dr. Humphry, professor of 
anatomy, one of the medical officers, and executed by Mr. Digby 
Wyatt, the architect The new hospital has now been open about 
nine months. The site could, of course, not be changed, as part of 
the old building was left standing. The town of Cambridge lies low, 
as also the hospital, the country around being flat. The ground is 
consequently damp ; but the building is surrounded by ample gardens 
in front and back, and supplied with plenty of good water. The 
front, although not at all richly ornamented, has a very pleasing 
appearance, created by open veruudahs and terra-cotta facings. There 
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is a ground and two upper floors over a basement, and projecting 
parts at tbe sides and in the centre. A part of the old hospital 
stands out at the back. 

Entering the ground -floor we find a ward on the left, and the 
out-patients' department on the right side. The ward is 51 feet 
long, 28 feet 6 inches wide, and about 16 feet high; it contains 
18 beds. 

On the right side is a waiting-hall of irregular shape, to which 
out-patients have access by a special door. They have no separate 
exit, but leave by the same door. 

In this hall, which is warmed by a double fireplace and hot pipes, 
seats are placed for tbe patients, and two dispensing windows open 
into it. Adjoining we find consulting-rooms ; they are well lighted, 
and look comfortable. Attached to them i3 an operating-room. 

Ascending the broad stone staircase, we come to the first floor. 
Here we find in the centre a male convalescent room just over the 
front entrance. At one side is a large female ward ; at the other a 
male one. These wards are 79 feet long, 28 feet 9 inches wide, 
and 18 feet high, affording 1800 cubic feet to each patient; there 
is a nurses' room and scullery at one end near the stairs, and water- 
closets and lavatories at the farther end. The latter are built out 
of the main building. The ward3 receive light through large 
opposite windows, five on each side ; they reach near to the ceiling, 
and the top compartments revolve inwards. The lower ones are 
sash-windows. 

The walls are oil-painted, two colours : tbe principal one is green, 
but the lower part of the walls near the floor is of a reddish brown 
tint. I was informed that the committee could not incur the ex- 
pense for Parian cement, which would have been very high. In 
some places I observed that the colour was blotchy, and was informed 
that the walls were painted before they had time to dry. As related 
above, the site is rather damp, and therefore it is expected that for 
some time it will be found difficult to keep the walls in good repair. 
Notwithstanding this, the wards had a most cheerful, and even 
imposing appearance. The bath-rooms are heated by hot pipes, nnd 
so are tbe corridors ; there are some ltoiuan baths with coloured tiled 
floors, where the temperature can he brought to 140 degrees. They 
have as yet not been used. 

These large wards are heated by three fireplaces — one of small 
dimensions at the outer end, and two back to back in the middle 
of the ward, but a little nearer the stairs. Tbe most noteworthy 
arrangement is that the smoke-pipes are contained in hollow columns 
of terra-cotta, four in number, which seem to support the ceiling. 
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and standing a few feet distant from each other, tliey do not inter- 
fere with superintendence 
or raotflatiop. As they are 
of terra-cotta (with orna- 
mental top) they throw out 
some of the heat which 
passes through them. 

The only means of ven- 
tilation are the doors, win- 
dows, and fires ; and as the 
i.uljK: space is ample and 
the hospital rarely full, it 
will be possible to keep the 
air sweet if attention is 
given to the subject. It 
intruded to prevent by 
some means the patients 
from being able to shut 
the windows whenever they 
like. 

The floors of the wards 
are of deal, and scrubbed, 
but the flooring of one is 
lacquered as an experiment. 
Ou the second floor there 
are several small separation 
rooms. 

In the old part two or 
three fever wards are on the 
first floor ; they are not so 
l"liv, nnd the windows are 
less high than those in the 
new building : they were 
not in use when I visited 
tin-in. The water-closets are 
in the projecting portions of 
the building. These wards 
have a separate entrance. 
1 itil.rii.iitli are consulting- 
rooms and the dispensary ; 
the latter is well lighted. 

A good large drjing-room is attached to this part of the building ; 
I In' w:t.<h-bou3c is in the basement of the front building; it is small 




aud of little Importance, as the patients have tbeir 
outride tin: hospital. 

Tlie kitchen, which has been made higher than it was formerly, 
ii in tin's basement of the front part, and gas and open fires are toed 

for cooking. 

The dead-house is quite separate The verandahs are used by 
the patients as promenades ; they afford a good view of the surround- 
ing country. 

The hospital ie in connexion with the university; it can accom- 
modate 115 patients; it has trained nurses from St. Thomas's 
Hospital There are two physicians, three surgeons, and one house- 
mrgeon, who attend to the in and out patients. Admission is by 
gOTflmon 1 letters. 

The hospital is remarkable as a happy instance of transforming 
an old and defective building into a new and handsome structure, 
which may reasonably be expected to fulfil its principal object 

• The cost of reconstruction was only £14,000. 
The Cwm.berla.-iul Infirmary, Carlisle. 

A snutll hospital for 100 beds. The rooms or wards lie on two 
floors on each side of a. transverse corridor, and have consequently 
windowi on one side only. The lower corridor is heated by hot 
pipes, and the warm air ascends hence into the upper one. There 
are four medical oilicers attached to the institution. Admission is 
by letter; paupers and domestic servants are received ou payment 
of twelve shillings per week. 

CheltcnJuim Hospital, 

built in horse-shoe form (1849), having a centre and two wings; it 
contains i)2 beds, which are never all occupied. A corridor runs 
through the centre, and the wards are mostly in front of it. They 
arc well lighted by large windows ; some are warmed by hot-water 
pipes, and the corridors by hot air, There are four ventilating 
shafts. Closets and baths are in good condition. 

Chester General Infirmary 

is within the town, but with gardens in front and behind; it dates 
from 1755 ; it is three stories high. The ground-floor is used for 
offices ; the patients are in the first and second floors. The build- 
ings form a square around a court, the corridors being inside. There 
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are seven wards on tlie lower and nine on the upper floor, of irxogulax 
shape, and some badly constructed ; but in most of them a sufficient 
■ able .space is afforded to the patients; 150 may be aoQOBUBodatecl. 
The hospital 13 warmed by hot water. There are two female lock, 
and separate fever-wards in a fever-house recently built near to the 
hospital A house-surgeon and porter died of fever, caught, most 
likely, in the fever-wards. Some patients pay one shilling a day, 



l.'horllim Union Tiijinifirif. 

The seemingly bold undertaking of having a workhouse infirmary 
constructed on modem hospital principles has led to a very good 
[.■-nit, which invites further imitation ; and it must really be a great 
satisfaction to the board of guardians who were the promoters of it, 
to have proved that not all the boards resist obstinately the require- 
ments of an advanced age. 

Although I may point out a few minor defects, yet I think that 
a glance at the plan of the building, and a few remarks, will leave 
no doubt in the mind of the reader that the institution in question 
is worthy of much praise. 

The site is a good one : the building stands in the open country 
at a moderate distance, about six miles from Manchester, and one 
mile from Whitbington. It is built on the pavilion plan. There are 
five blocks, standing 100 feet from each other, four of theni com- 
pleted, com icited by a gallery. Each pavilion has three floors, 
containing a large ward for 30 patients, and a side-ward. The water- 
dowta and baths are at one end, and the nurses' room, scullery, hoist, 
and stairs at the other end. The wards are 124 feet by 24, and 14 
1 5 feet high. The nurse overlooks the ward from a window. The 
windows are opposite — eight on each side, and three end windows. 
They have two sash compartments and a top part which is pivoted. 
A small portion of the upper part is provided with a passage for air 
the whole width of the window, but guarded by wire-gauze. The 
rs extend to within a few inches below the ceiling. 

The walls are only whitewashed (not plastered), and this might 
possibly be altered at a future time; the floors are deal. There 
an three large fireplaces for warming, 5 feet wide and 4 feet G 
jjicln'S high, projecting 3 feet into the ward, in order to keep off 
the heat from the nearest bed. They are not of an ornamental 
enwacter. 

The patients have a cubic space of between 1300 and 1400 
feet ; but there are very efficient means for ventilation — so much so, 
that the inmates complain of cold, and, as I was informed, sometimes 
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The Htaircase is airy, of stone and iron ; the water-closets have 
no hwiU, but only circular and removable rings. They are self-actinj 
by a weight being lifted when the door is opened. There are gas 
I. hi nit , in the wards of simple construction, and the products c 
cmih i iiit ion eductod by a tube through which the gas-pipe ascends. 
Tins iron bedsteads are strongly made; they have head and foot 
Uiui'ik 

The kitchen of the infirmary lies between it and a large dining 
lull], which latter adjoins the workhouse. Both kitchen and dining 
i ill mil light and lofty. As regards the workhouse, I take leave l 

in' ni I. luii. I was surprised to find the beds in an old women's 

bedroom that I entered, standing scarcely a foot distant from eacl 
other, As the male and female day-rooms are generally crowds* 
during day time, tho cubic space of air which an inmate enjoys s 
]•'■ Lllillril. 

With respect to the infirmary, it contrasts most favourably wit 
( In imc institutions which have been the origin of so much public cen 

m 
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Muhlicscj: County Lunatic Asylum, Colney Hatch. 

This institution is one of the largest of the kind, and contained 

■ the time of my visit about 800 male and 1400 female inmates. 

: occupies a large space of ground, which, including all the land 
iched to it, covers 138 acres. It is seven miles distant from 

on J on by the Great Northern Kailway, and was considerably en- 
1858. 
The buildings stand around rectangular courts, which are eight 

i number, if those are excluded which are open on one or two sides. 

'hey generally contain tliree stories over a basement ; others have 

jut one story. From the outside, the windows, which are narrow 
and of the Gothic style, have no cliaiaru-i i-suV appoanuice. A large 
chapel is in the centre ; the stairs are of stone and iron. The rooms 
i by tin; patients are dormitories and day-rooms. The latter 
are, in fact, the corridors into which the former open. The dormi- 
tories are either common ones for a large number or single ones. 
The largest of the kind contained more than 150 beds (on the male 
side), and the surface area for each patient appeared hardly sufficient, 
to judge by the spaces left between the beds. The single rooms are 
9 feet by 6, aud of moderate height, affording generally a space of 
about 800 cubic feet. The windows are placed high in the walls. 
All the bedsteads are of iron covered with sacking, with woollen and 
horse-hair mattresses. They are folded up every morning, and the 
beds made every evening. There is a good supply of bedside carpets. 
The day-rooms have windows on one side only. The upper part 
of each opens, but not in the proper manner ; this, however, will be 

mproved. Some of the windows have stained paper let in between 
each pane to make them look cheerful The walls are covered with 
prints ; the ceilings, which are mostly arched, are painted in blue and 
white. The day-rooms are also used as dining-rooms. The knives 
have blunt edges, with the exception of a cutting space two inches 
long, and the forks are strong enough for the purpose, hut would 
nible up if used for violence. The plates are common earthenware, 

ind there are tin mugs for beer. The patients sit down at long 

cables covered with white cloths. 

There are self-acting water-closets, lavatories, with plugs, taps, 

mil slate slabs, and bath-rooms to each day-room. A Turkish bath 
is in a separate building. I saw enamelled zinc, copper, and glared 
earthenware baths ; the latter arc preferred. The rooms are warmed 
by opeu fires, and in some cases by hot air, which has passed over 
hot-water pipes. Perforated zinc plates are occasionally let into the 
walls near the flooring, and there are a few ventilators near the ceil- 
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bg, For TWlfflflting tlie dormitories small zinc plates are used, and 
small apertures near tht ceiling; they are not sufficient. Each dsy- 
wiinl BM a scullery and padded room attached to it The latter rooms 
arc differently arranged ; in some cases the walls are padded all round 
bO ft bright uf I) or 7 feet; or one wall near the door is left un- 
Bovered, and others have the floor padded. A mattress is some- 
timei nibstituted for the padded floor. Tlie padding consists of 
ini'iia-ntil. fibre covered by canvas, which is painted a light colour. 
The doors are double or padded. In the latter case they are shnt. 
without having a lock as usual, but a small board fitting against the 
vail and turning on hinges. A small shutter is in the door, and an 
eye-hole Incomes visible when the shutter is raised. There is one 
padded room to aljotit a hundred patients. The rooms were unten- 
anted at the time of my visit 

These rooms have no water-closets, but metal night-vessels, wliich 
i ■ : « 1 1 be taken out from the corridor. In the older portions of the 
building they form the lower part of the door; latterly, they 
arranged at the side of the door. They have no cover. 0\>\ 
I In' dOOT then ii a very small window. 

A book-shelf, scantily provided with books, is found in the pro- 
jecting parts of the day-rooms. Curtains and blinds are not numer- 
ous. I observed with pleasure bagatelle- boards and aviaries. Willi 
respect to plants and flowers, I was informed that the time of the 
year did mil allow (hem tn be displayed. 

Looking out of the window, I saw some of the worst cases 
exercise, which is hero preferred t*i seclusion. The patients ap] 

i duel themselves properly. The air, with the exception 

iu a few wards, was tolerably sweet. 

The attendants have their rooms close to or between the 
Thorn are, of course, additional attendants to the wards with 
torj patients, Filling the windows for overlooking the ward 
[ii'iiiiiiiled zinc, instead of glazing them, is an improvement. 

A lecture room and a theatre are attached to the institution, 
u lecture on Australia was tn be given the same evening. 
entertainments, as dancing, singing, and music, serve to cheer 
patients. 

The patients wear a woollen dress, generally of gray colour 
striped ticking was given up on the recommendation of the Cot 
sioners of Lunacy. No strait waistcoat is found in the ho 
Convalescent patients are employed in the shops as tailors, 
milkers, pointers, upholsterers, etc. ; the women assist in m 
dresses, sheets, towels, etc. ; also in the airing-grounds, farm, 
house, wash-house, kitchen garden, and other work of t 
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Tlie kitchen is very large ; open fires are not infleb used. Gas 
I Employed for cooking pies, puddings, and small joints of meat. 
Vegetables are boiled by steam. 

The laundry is very extensive. The linen is partially Washed, 
and is then placed in a large dolling machine, where it is walked. 
There arc larger wringing and mangling machines than I have seen 
elsewhere. 

Travellers, a kind of a carriage to take the washing to the drying- 
stoves, are much in use. Powerful engines are employed for all the 
proceedings, 

A farm is attached to the establish inent, and under the care of a 
steward. 

There is an infirmary separate from the limatie wards. 
Management. — The establishment is under the management of a 
miinittee ; the patients are sent and paid for by the different parishes 
the county of Middlesex. Two medical superintendents live within 
ie walls ; one for the females, and the other for the males. Each 
»s an assistant. There is an apothecary and his assistant, and be- 
tween 140 and 150 officials, including an inspector, steward, and 
matron ; a chaplain visits the wards. All these functionaries have 
to make annual reports to the committee. 

The Commissioners of Lunacy pay regular visits to the Tnstitu- 
ioii, and propose improvements to the committee. Their suggestions 
ire generally acted upon, and it is bkely that many improvements 
>w needed will lie introduced in course of time. 



hire General Infirmary, 

(bunded in 1810; it can hold 17o patients, including fever and 
t patients. The principal feature is a fine and large central ball 
which extends from the ground to the roof, and has a skylight. Hound 
Ibis hall a number of small wards are grouped on three floors. 

Parts of the building were formerly wanned by artificial means, 
now open fireplaces am universal. Two Nightingale wards were 
added recently. 

The beds had formerly curtains, the mattresses were filled with 
tt husks. 

Some of the patients are admitted on payment of small weekly 
ims, others by letter. 

Tin.' Fever-house is of more modern construction; the wards are 
fty and well ventilated ; the larger ones (for 5 beds) have windows 

i m h Bide. 
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The Devon and Exeter Hospital, 



in the cathedral town of Eseter, for about 220 patients, consists of 
an old and new part ; the latter is a wing containing three flooi 
over a basement. On each floor are two large parallel wards lor 
30 patients, divided by a spinal wall, in which are several Urge 
windows. One ward is 80 feet long, the other only 70, by a nurae- 
room being cut off. They are 20 feet wide and 1 5 feet liigb, afford- 
ing ample cubic space to each patient. The windows open on an 
incline. 

There are open fireplaces and hot-air flues. The extraction of 
vitiated air is effected by air-channels, which communicate with a 
veutdating tower. Smoke-flues open into it, and it also contains 
the hot-water reservoir. The closets are separated by lobbies from 
the wards. The building has lifts, lavatories, sculleries, bath-rooms, 
hot and cold water service, etc., and is much praised as a country 
hospital on improved principles. 



The Essex and Colchester General Hospital 






stands near the London Road, in large ground* of its own ; it hi 
two floors and seven sick wards, four of which are for 20 patients 
90 can be accommodated. The walls are whitewashed, the floors 
can be scrubbed ; the closets are in suflicient number and good con- 
dition. Corridors and wards are heated by open fireplaces, and there 
is no system of ventdation. 

Surrey County Hospital, Guildford. 

It was founded in memoriam of the late lamented Print* 
Consort, and opened in July 1866. It is situated outside th 
town, can accommodate 60 patients, and is built and fitted up oi 
the most improved principles. The building stands on two acres c 
land. 

On the ground-floor are the rooms appropriated to the residen 
medical officer, matron, and porter ; store, linen, board, and secretary'a 
rooms ; and in the east wing are house visitors' room, surgery, < 
pensary, dressers' room, and waiting-rooms for out-patients, adjoining 
which are bath-rooms and water-closets. In the rear portion of the 
building are the kitchen, scullery, larder, bread room, servants' room, 
etc etc. The front centre portion of the main building is carried 
up and down one story more than the rest of the building ; 






SURREY COUNTY HOSPITAL, GUILDFORD. 

lower portion of wbich serves as wine, beer, and coal cellars and 
pump-room, in which latter is the disinfecting closet or oven; and 
in the topmost story are large and airy bedrooms. 

The lift extends from the basement floor to the one-pair. Over 
the sloping ceiling of the large and over all the other ward ceilings 
there is a wood floor laid, which renders the rooms warm in the 
winter and cool in the summer. [See section through ward. Fig. IV.) 
The wards are 92 feet long, 26 wide, and 17 feet high, affording 
1800 cubic feet to each patient. The floors generally are fire- 
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proof, on Fox and Bantu's principle. The walls are coated with 
Parian cement. Hot and cold water is laid on to the lavatories, 
1 lath-rooms, and sculleries, and to the slop-closets. The lavatories 
are fitted with a range of Jennings' patent lift-up basins. The baths 
are of porcelain by Rufford and Finch. The lobbies to the patients' 
water-closets are fitted with small stoves, but these are used only in 
cold weather ; they are ventilated at the level of the ceiling. The 
windows in the wards are all glazed with plate glass, and the wards 
are wanned by open fires, which are also made to ventilate the wards 
by drawing off the foul air at the level of the ceiling. The operating 
room is lighted by three windows and a large skylight, and hot and 
eold water is also laid on to this room. The wa-sh-luaise is fitted up 
with washing trays and the patent machinery of Mr. liradiord. whilst 
upstairs are drying- rooms. This building stands in the norti 
corner of the ground, and the dead-house in the north-east corner. 
All the rain-water from the roofs is saved in a large tank capable of 
containing many thousand gallons. The grounds are tastefully laid 
out, and planted with trees, shrubs, ete. 

As Guildford has no sewers, the hospital has a cesspool The 
drains are ventilated by carrying pipes up to the tops of the chimneys. 

Herbert Hospital, Woolwich. 

This is a military hospital. It is situated on an elevated piece 
of ground nearly two miles from the town of Woohvie.h, on the 
Dover Road. It is built on the pavilion plan, and has an unpre- 
tending outside, but embodies almost all modern improvements, [t 
is intended to accommodate more than 600 patients, but contained 
only 320 at the time of my visit. There are four double and three 
single pavilions, standing at a distance of tii") feet from each other, 
all connected by a passage on the ground- floor. The administration 
department is separate, and the kitchen, library, and common bath- 
rooms are in the portions projecting from the corridor in the centre. 
The passages are 12 feet wide, and are paved with coloured tiles. 

The pavilions, except that for administration, contain two floors 
over a basement, the first-named building three. All staircases are 
of stone, with irou balustrades. The wards are large, for 28 or 33 
beds ; they have opposite sash and large eud windows ; the latter 
contain a ventilating louvre. The walls are covered with white 
cement, the floor is beeswaxed and polished, the ceilings are only 14 
feet from the floor. About 1250 feet of cubic space is allotted to 
each patient The wards are warmed by two large stoves in the 
centre. They contain movable grates and open fires. The quantity 
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•if fuel consumed per day is only 80 pmmds of coals. The smoke- 
flues run under the floors. Fresh air passes from the floor tlirough 
the stoves, and is admitted into the wards through perforated plates 
at the top. 

The patients, when asked, did not complain of cold There are 
several means for ventilation besides the windows. For admitting 
fresh air we see an iron pipe running in the floor, underneath the 
windows ; it is wanned by the flues from the stoves, and has perfora- 
tions by which air can enter. There are apertures near the ceiling, 
which can be closed by drawing a balance-weight suspended before 
tin: windows. Some of the valve?, however, did not act properly. 
The said apertures serve for admitting fresh air front an air-shaft 
leading to the roof. The apertures placed in the corners of the ward 
lead into the flues, and are intended for draw- 
ing out the foul air. 

The nurses' room is near the entrance, and 

window for overlooking the ward. The 

opposite is of narrow dimensions. 

The bath-rooms at the farther end of the 
wards contain a bath of earthenware, and are 
separated by slate partitions from the other 
part of the room. The water-closets are on the 
syphon principle, the urinals self-acting; the 
lavatories have slate slabs and plugs. The 
bath-rooms and lobbies to the water-closets are 
warmed by hot -water pipes. The common 
Uitii-iouizis contain, besides the ordinary ones, 
vapour and douche baths. 

In the centre and in the basement is the 
kitchen, which is rather low. In the middle, 
standing free, is a remarkable rectangular range 
of great dimensions, where all the smoke-Hues 
lead downwards. Close by is another long 
range for boiling by steam. 

A fine large library is at the disposal of the 
convalescents, where they read and lounge. 
'.1 1 j ■ .y also use the open terrace3 in fine weather. 

The chapel overhead is spacious, and has 
an arched wooden coiling. The windows con- 
tain coloured glass, the centre parts of which 
ojien by levers. 

The disjtensary, being in the basement, is not light enough. 

The water-cisterns are of galvanised iron. The water is obtained 
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from a reservoir at Shooter's Hill, supplied by a well in the neigh- 
bourhood. It is raised to the principal cistern by steam-power, ami 
passes through charcoal filters. Some of it is softened before it U 
distributed to the different parts of the hospital. The water-pipes 
in the house were frozen in the cold weather as elsewhere. 

Of useful implements, I have to mention plain bed-trays made 
of deal, with two side parta joined to the principal one by hinges, 
l>ed-wanners of metal to be filled with hot water, trays for the tin 
dishes, having double bottoms for hot water, and earthenware bed- 
pans. As improvements I may mention the hot closets in the 
scullery for warming and airing linen for the patients ; the foul- 
liuen and dust shoots of earthenware, which open by doors on the 
passage, one shoot serving for both purposes, although the upper 
openings are separate; and the letter-box for patients in the con- 
valescent-room. 

The drains are properly laid, and are ventilated by the vertical 
drain-pipes, which carry off the foul smell, being open at the top ; 
they are stated to have, moreover, charcoal filters placed in zinc 
gratings at the top ; but of this I am not certain. 

The wash-house for the hospital and the gentlemen cadets' 
establishment is at a short distance on the opposite side. 

Huddcrsfidd Infirmary, 

a hospital for about 100 patients, contains old wauls, which are 
small and badly constructed, and a large new ward, which ha? 
opposite windows, and affords ample cubic space. It is heated by 
hot-water pipes, and has inlets for air, and ventilating tubes ill the 
ceiling to draw out the vitiated air, but they are said to frequently 
become inlets. The water-closets are well placed at some distance 
from the wards ; the drainage is good ; it goes into an old coal-pit, 
through which a constant stream of water runs. 



Ipswich and East Suffolk Hospital, 

established 1836, rebuilt 1869, for about 100 patients. The only 
part of the old building left is the centre, which had an extra (third) 
story added, for servants' bedrooms, etc. The building is situated 
on the top of a hill in a charming situation overlooking the town, 
and surrounded by trees in about three acres of ground ; each bed 
is to have from 1000 to 1500 feet. There are four large wards; they 
are 24 feet wide, G6 feet long, and 14 feet high; ten small, two 
convalescent wards, and two for contagious diseases. The large 
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wards warmed by open fireplaces in the centre with open flues. 
There are ventilators in the outside walls. The closets are outside 
the wants with cross ventilation. Parian cement is on the walls 
for 5 feet, the rest plaster. The wing standing at the back contains 
the out-patients' department on the ground-floor ; top of this the 
chapel and the said rooms for contagions diseases. There are two 
physicians, five surgeons, and one house-surgeon. 




Fig. 19.— New W 

S. Scullery. 



East Si.tfoi.is Hospital. 



There is a new fever-house at Ipswich (1881). It has a central 
building containing the administrative department with three wings 
attached to it Each of these is connected with the central one by 
open arcades. 

Hull General Infirmary, 

This hospital can accommodate 160 patientB. It is built on the 
corridor plan. The principal building is three stories high, with one 
wing on the left The corridor runs through the whole length of 
the main block, and the wards in front and behind ; there are some 
projecting portions. The wards contain 8 or 10 beds, and when 
full afford only from 700 to 1100 cubic feet to a patient The 
windows are sash-windows, but have transverse plates of perforated 
zinc at the top in front of the upper sash. There are open 
fireplaces, and ventilators in the ceiling or upper part of the walL 
BfflM wards have window-spaces opening into the corridor, and two 
communicate with the chapel by a window. 

The medical staff consists of two physicians, three surgeons, one 
bonse-surgeon, and a dispenser. 



EXULISH HOSPITALS. 



Kent and Contsrhury Hospital, 

established 1793, stands in the country in a favourable position 
but is deficient in construction. The building consists of one block, 
150 feet long, 50 deep, aud containing eight wards for 120 patients, 
on two floors. The wards are for b', 8, and 13 patients; they do 
not afford sufficient cubic apace, and mostly open into each other, 
there are no corridors. 

Leicester Infirmary. 

Iu the small town of Leicester I was surprised to find a large 
infirmary for 200 patieuts, well constructed and arranged The 
building stands at the outskirts of the town, but the houses begin 
to surround it; as yet the open country is at the bock. Only the 
central part, and what projects from it in front, is the old part of 
tlie building, founded 1771 ; the wings (of different lengths) were 
opened nineteen years ago. The infirmary has 189 beds, the fever- 
houae 3 2, total 2 2 1 ; in the former 1 3 wards are found, in the hitter 4. 

The older part has a fine hall, warmed by hot air, but not nsed, 

ias the entrance is from the side. A fine corridor, 1 1 feet wide, 
larger than I have seen anywhere, runs through the centre; it is 
wanned by hot-water pipes. This part contains offices and private 
rooms, and some wards. It has three floors over a basement. The 
principal and larger wards are in the new wings. There are three 
of them, each having room for 30 patients. They are 101 feet Long, 
30 feet wide, and 16 feet high. They have opposite sash-windows, 
the top part inclining inwards, and always open throughout (he 
wards ; there are also perforated zinc plates over the windows, but 
they are pasted over with paper. The slides, too, by which air 
OOUld bo admitted near the floor, are not used. A few Arnott's 
valves are near the flues, but they have become rusty. There are 
only two fireplaces in these large wards, which iu very cold weather 
are hardly sufficient to warm them. 

The walls are coated with l'arian cement, the floors of deal; the 
water-closets are well ventilated, and with the sculleries are at one 
end, the nurses' room and baths of enamelled earthenware being at 
the other. 

Large and airy day-rooms are on the upper floor. The nurses' 
sloepiug-rooms, in the attic of the centre part, are removed as far as 
possible from the patients. Large ventilating lanterns are at the 
top of the staircase. The kitchen is in the basement. Meat is 
stewed and vegetables are boiled by steam ; there are also large tin 
boxes in which plates are carried to the lift. 
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We find also a medical library and a small patients' library, an 
engine-room, where one fire heats the water, and steam-boiler ; and 
a fine operating-room, with patent table and a glass case for the 
instruments. Three physicians, four surgeons, and one ophthalmic 
surgeon, visit the hospital. One medical officer resides there. Last 
year's financial disbursements were £8721. Last year a new 
laundry was erected with steam-engine and machinery. 



Leeds Hospitals. 

New Jnfii-mary, Leeds, 
opened 1869. It is built on the pavilion plan; there are five 
pavilions. The wards are large and fine, but there are too many 
wooden beams across the ceiling ; the floors are impervious, and 
covered with oak planks, which are to be polished. 

The walls are plastered and faced with Keeue's cement ; there 
are opposite and fine end windows. All the windows have iron 
frames ; they are on the French principle in the offices and private 
dwelling-rooms, and of a mixed Btyle in the wards ; they generally 
open like doors, or tilt inwards. 

Two large patent stoves (they cost £30 each) stand in the centre 
of the large wards ; they have descending flues, and fresh air enters 
from the floor to become heated and ascend to the ceiling. The 
corridors are heated by hot-water pipes, which run free near the 
ceiling. 

The water-closets are on Jennings' principle ; they have only 
small windows opening like doors for ventilation, and one ventilator 
in the wall. 

The lavatories have tilt-up basins, and are on Jennings' principle, 
with slate slabs. 

The baths near the wards are of enamelled earthenware, and 
there is a common bath-room with vapour baths and douche. 

Ab regards ventilation, there are air-trunks for admitting fresh 
air, and for tliis purpose are the trap-doors, seen in the ceilings. 
There are also a few apertures in the floor and over the windows, 
corresponding to the round ornamental openings in the walls. 

There are 310 beds for patients in the hospital. Three phy- 
sicians attend as well as four surgeons. Two additional surgeons 
take care of the eye and ear department A house-physician and a 
house-surgeon reside in the house, and there are four resident 
medical assistants. 

A medical school is connected with the hospital, which is well 
worth a visit 
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Fig. 21.— New Infirmary, Leeds (Fuust Floou). 
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Leeds has a special hospital for diseases of women and children, 
reopened 1861. It contains about 45 tads. 

There is a fever hospital called house of recovery, establishd! 
1802. It lies in a very poor district, at some distance from the 
centre of the town, but not in an open locality, many factories 
being near. It can accommodate about 80 patients. It is built 
on the corridor plan, and contains numerous chambers for one or 
two patients, but no larger wards. There were hardly any patients 
in the hospital at the time of my visit ; but when it is full great 
difficulty must be found hi nursing and superintending the patients 

There is a dispensary for diseases of the eye, where a few in- 
patients can be accommodated. 



The Lincoln New Count}/ Hospital, 

opened (part of it) 1878 for 110 tails, consists of a central or 
administrative block and two double pavilions, all connected by * 
corridor 10 feet 6 inches wide on the ground atory, and by a 
covered way of the same width on the first floor. The central block 
is five floors high, the pavilions east and west of it only two. 

The large wards are 88 feet by 26^ feet, the lower ones being 
14 feet high, the upper ones 16 feet high. At the extreme ends 
are octagonal turrets measuring 10 feet internally each way. ami 
cut off i'roin the wards by lobbies 5 feet square with crass ventila- 
tion. In these turrets water-closets, baths, slop-sink, and urinals are 
arranged. 

The warming of the wards is principally by open fires, of the 
corridors by hot-water pipes. lulets and outlets for ventilation are 
placed in the walls ; those in the wards have separate shafts carried 
up between the smoke-flues. 

The ward floors are of oak, the walls of Parian cement painted. 



Liverpool Hospitals. 

Liverpool Royal Southern Hospital 

is the newest and finest of the Liverpool general hospitals, erected 
not far from the site of the old one. It was opened 1872, and may 
accommodate 200 patients, including some who can afford to pay. 
It is built on the pavilion plan, the buildings have four floors, and 
opposite sash-windows. There are 10 wards. The largest have a 
length of 113 feet, a height of 1C, and a width of 25 feet. They 
are warmed by fireplaces, and pipes conveying hot water round each 
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ward There are Sherringham ventilators in the walla to admit 
tkah :iir. The hospital is visited by six medical officers, aiid three 
reside in it. 

Liverpool Northern Hospital. 

This is a hospital for 147 beds, very badly situated in a noisy 
part of the town, near two railway stations and a soda manufactory, 
built on low ground, and surrounded by a densely-populated and 
low neighbourhood, near the river Mersey. It receives almost 
exclusively surgical cases. 

It is built on the corridor plan, containing 15 wards on three 
floors; some of tbeni are small and irregular. They are heated by 
fireplaces, and occasionally by hot air. No less than seventeen 

Kurees are in the hospital — four head-nurses, nine assistants, and 
mr night-nurses. 



Liverpool Royal Iitfi 

an old institution, situated in the centre of the town, built in the 
horse-shoe form ; it contains about 270 patients, the greater part 
surgical cases. A system of ventilation for which an air-tower was 
constructed, did not answer, and was given up; the air-shaft is now 
used as a clock-tower. Chimney fires and open windows are the 
principal means for ventilating the wards ; there are outlets for foul 
»ir, but they are nearly useless. A separate lock hospital stands in 
grouuds; it contains 00 beds for male and female patients; a 
lunatic asylum is managed by the infirmary. A medical school is 
connexion with the hospital. It is intended to replace it by a 
modem building. 



Liverpool Fevek Hospitals. 

WorkhaUM Fever Hospital. 

It was erected in Brownlow Workhouse, and opened in 1864. 
It lias the shape of the letter "[", and consists of four Hoors, each con- 
taining two wards for 20 beds, so that 160 patients can be accom- 
modated. The wards are 64 feet long, 24 wide, and have opposite 
windows, seven on each side. The cubic space allotted to each 
wtient is said to he about 1100 feet, which would not be sufficient. 
Hie means for ventilation are — first, two fireplaces, one at each end 
of the wards ; there are also ventilators close to the beds about a foot 
lower than the patient, and ventilators on a level with the ceiling, 
eight in number, to educt the foul air into the smoke-shaft. The 



water-closets are at one end of the ward, the nurses' day-room a 
the other ; hut the nurses sleep at some distance. The matron' 
residence and the medical officers' rooms are in a separate building. 
The wash-house is also detached. 

Nether field Fever Hospital. 

The Netherfield fever institution was established 1858. It now 
consists of an old building and wings, which are pavilions joined to 
it, and opened in 1872. The hospital can accommodate 100 patients, 
who enjoy an ample cubic space. The institution is partly voluntary 
and partly self-supporting. Each patient pays according to a scale 
of charges fixed so as to suit all classes ; the lowest payment i3 five 
shillings per week. The sums received from patients are augmented 
by church collections, donations, etc. A matron resides in 
house. 

Liverpool has, moreover, an eye and ear infirmary for 44 
another for 26 beds; a hospital for cancer and kindred 
one for children, containing 80 beds ; a hospital for consumption, 
beds; one for fistula, established 1872, 8 beds; one for Yu 
diseases, 6 beds; and a lying-in hospital for 37 beds. Liverpool 
has district dispensaries established 1878, and a seamau's dispensary 
established 1877 ; the latter is self-supporting, ■ 
one shilling at each attendance. 
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(a.) General Hospitals. 
The general hospitals are — with the exception of the London 
St. George's hospitals — situated in densely-populated localities and 
surrounded by houses. They are three or four stories high ; they 
generally are warmed by open fires which are burning all the year 
round, and ventilated by sash-windows, doors, and openings in the 
ceilings or walls. The windows are kept partly open not only during 
daytime, but also at night ; not to such an extent, however, as woi 
be concluded from some descriptions. Usually one upper sash 
lowered a little, so that some air can enter. The wards are 
cubic space ample, floors generally of deal and scrubbed (see, however, 
King's College, children's ward). The bedsteads are of iron and low, 
without footboard; curtains are rare. The exterior is less grand 
than that of most continental hospitals ; surgical cases outweigh 
medical ones, and the results of operations are (in some of them 
least) more satisfactory than in many cities on the continent. 
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Tlie out-patients' departments afford relief to a comparatively 
greater number of eases than in other countries; celebrated schools 
are connected with the hospitals ; libraries, museums, and labora- 
tories also exist. 

The number of special hospitals has increased lately to an 
astonishing extent. 1 



The following is a list of hospitals existing 
including workhouse infirmaries : — 

fa.) Qtneral and Educational Botpitah — 



London, not 



Bartholomew 1 !! Hospital 












710 


Charing Cross „ 












180 


Guy 1 .. 












690 


King's College „ 












200 


London „ 












600 


Middlesex „ 












310 


St. George's „ 












- 353 


St. Mary's „ 












190 


St. Thoiuan's „ 












512 


University College,, 












200 


Westminster „ 












215 


Other Gtneral HmpttaU— 






Great Northern Hospital 




30 


Metropolitan Free „ 




40 


Boyal Free „ 




150 


West London „ 




44 
4644 


(ft.) Special HorpttaU— 






Catholic Hospital (men) 




15 


Children's Hospitals — 






Belgrade, 20 beds ; Cheyne, 33; East London, 92 ; Evelina, 61 




Great Onuond Street^ 166 ; North Eastern, 60 ; Victoria, 65 


487 


Consumption Hospitals — 






City of London, 164 beds 


Brompton, 350; North London, 35 




Royal 2fi 




57G 


Convalescent Hospitals 




450 


Fever Hospitals — 






London Fever, 260 beds 


Hoinerton, 200 ; Stock well, 198 


658 


Fistula Hospital 




50 


Carry forward 


6879 



1 Provident dispensaries have been hitch' estahli&hed in Londoa and the 
country. They are private institutions founded and supported by members who 
by email weekly, monthly, or yearly payments insure the benefits thereof in case 
of ridcneWL No gratuitous work is done by the medical officers attached to 
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Brought forward 
For Epilepsy — 

Regent's Park, 30 beds ; Walbeck Street, 10 ; National, 1 20 
For Accidents — 

Poplar Hospital . , . . . 

Heart Hospital ..... 

Incurables — 

British, 5 beds ()) ; Home, 31 ; Royal, 190 . 

Hip Hospital ..... 

Invalid ...... 

Lock Hospital ..... 

Lunatic: — 

Bethlem, 300 1-eds ; St. Luke's, 200 . 
Lying-in Hospitals — 

British, 25 beds ; City, 40 ; General, 20 ; Queen Charlotte's, 50 ; 
St. John's, 15. 
Ophthalmic — - 

Royal London, 100 beds; Royal South London, 14; Royal 
Westminster, 50 ; Western Eye, 12 ; Western Ophthalmic, 20 
Orthopaedic — 

City, 24 beds ; National, 35 ; Royal, 45 
Skin Hospitals — 

British, 12 beds; Blackfriars, 10 ; St. John's, 12 
Smallpox — 

Highgate, 108 beds; Homcrton and Stockwell, 204 . 
Stone Hospiuil — 

St. Peter's ....... 

Throat- 
Golden Square, 21 beds ; Central, 20 
Temperance Hospital ..... 

Wniiii'ji's H"-i'ii.i!-, ami Wniin'ii imil Children — 

Chelsea, 8 beds ; New, 26 ; Sydenham Park, 33 | Vincent 
Square, 12 ; Royal, 50 ; Samaritan, 52 . . 

Ifatpitah for Special Clam* of Applicant* — 

Atlas Hospital Ship, 200 beds ; Seamen's, 300 ; French, 20 ; 
German, 125 .,,... 

Pay Hospitals — 

Bolingbroke Some, FiUroy House .... 

Total ..... 

The workhnu*' hiliniiiincf contain iilmui 10,o0i> beds. 



Bartholomew's Hospital. 

This charity was founded in the year 1102, for the suffering 

poor of every description except smallpox patients. It was rebuilt 

in 1730, and is the most ancient hospital lnulfiiny in the metropolis. 

There is accommodation for 676 patients; 227 beds arc allotted to 

es, 322 to the surgical, 26 to diseases of the eye, 20 to 

j of women, and 81 to the syphilitic. The hospital consist* 
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I separate buildings, which are unconnected with each other and 
:cupy a large piece of ground in a central part of the city. The 
four principal blocks stand round a square yard and are of equal 
mensions. That one which is nearest the entrance serves for 
illustrative purposes, the others contain wards. Each block lias 
P thirteen to fifteen windows in front and four at the ends; each block 
i intersected in the centre and from top to bottom by a large and 
airy staircase with old- fashioned wooden banisters. There are four 
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Fig. 22.— Bartholomew's Husfital, 1876, 
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; each contains a double ward with a partition wall ; the latter 
b open at one end only. AH the wards have opposite sash -windows, 
iarge louvres over the door, open fires in the centre ; and the beds 
uid at a considerable distance from each other, so the cubic space 
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for the patients is ample. Fresh air is admitted by keeping doc 
and windows open, and through the louvre over the entrance door; 
the windows on the staircase are rarely closed. 

There are lock-wards in the attics: they afford much less cubic 
space to the patients, as the ceiling is low and the outside wall 
sloping, In fact, they would be unfit for acute cases. The wttw 
closets are well placed, built out of the main building and not entered 
directly from the wards. Baths and sculleries are placed in a similar 
manner in the projecting portions ; and sisters' and nurses' rooms are 
in the centre. 

We find a fifth building at the back of the left-hand block. It 
contains two large surgical wards, a separation and consulting room ; 
adjoining is a lofty operating theatre. 

Another separate building is called the college, and serves as a 
residence for pupils and medical officers. 

The ancient chapel or church is near the entrance, and a little 
to the left is a building which contains large waiting-room, for 
out-patients (who are admitted here without letters), and the surgery. 

The dispensary adjoins the right-hand block at the farther end. 
It is a one-storied building, and has waiting-rooms for males t 
females. They are wanned by fires and hot pipes. A laboratory n 
in course of construction at the time of my visit 

A new museum, library, and dissection room exist since 1879. 

Bartholomew's Hospital is one of the few where admission i 
without letter, and the medical officers frequently select cases fro 
the numerous out-patients. 

The Convalescent Hospital at Highgate can accommodate 34 
patients. 

Charing-Cross Hospital 

is situated in a densely -populated district, closely surrounded 1 
houses. It consists of a single block, containing three floors over a 
basement and attics. There are 180 beds; the wards are geuei-ally 
small; the largest can hold 15 patients. The females are on the 
first, males on the second, and children on the attic floor. A few 
side-wards for 2 or 3 beds are on the first and second floors at 
the back. The cubic Bpace allotted to each patient is very variable, 
and not everywhere sufficient The principal fault of construction 
originated in the want of space ; all the wards on one floor open into 
each other. It was most likely in consequence of this that typhus 
spread in the hospital some years ago : a female was admitted inl 
a ward contrary to the rules, and the disease was caught by a mil 
and several patients in quick succession, so that the medical offict 



CHAULNG-CROSS HOSPITAL — 3T. GEORGES HOSPITAL. 135 



advised llie clearance of the hospital. The out-patients' department 
is on the ground-floor ; the nurses live on the premises ; 1 5 medical 




Front 
Fig. 23.— Chabikq-Cross Hospital First Floor (1875). 
B. Both. 8c Scullory. St. Stairs 

officers are attached to it, including the house-surgeon. A conva- 
lescent institution for 60 or 70 patients at tho seaside has lately 
been connected with the hospital. 



St. George's Hospital. 
It was founded in 1733 outside the town, and completely rebuilt 




Fig. It— Tue Olu Part of St. George's Hosmtal, Fibbt Floor (is 1875). 



and reopened in 1834. It is now, although on one side in close 
proximity to other buildings, more favourably situated than the rest 
of the metropolitan hospitals, as it faces the parks on two sides. It 
resembles the shape of the letter H ; one wing is, however, more 
extended than the other. There is room for 353 beds. The old 
hospital contains 32 wards, if we count the double ones as two. The 
cubic space is said to be about 1200 feet. The windows are mostly 
sash-windows, but some are formed by three compartments, each 
revolving inwards. 

In addition to fireplaces we find stoves in some wards heated by 
hot pipes from the basement There is an air-shaft, and Arnotfs 
valves are placed near the ceilings ; they are not of much use. 

Lifts are used for raising food and also patients ; they are raised 
in their l>eds to the second floor. Cliildren are admitted into the 
general wards. 

The water-closets are self-acting. There is a telegraph in the 
hall, used for announcing the arrival of the medical officers. Con- 
valescent wards are a recent addition, and Use roof is used as a 
promenade. 

The dispensary and Iwiths are in the basement, which is low ; 
the kitchen is there also, but it is somewhat higher than the other 
rooms. The patients have the use of a small library. 

The new wards in the new wing are warmed by double stoves, 
the flues run in the floor, and the insurance office had stone laid on 
them instead of gratings. For ventilation we find Tobins' tubes; 
their diameter is too small {only 4 inches), A medical school is 
connected with the hospital. 

Guy's Hospital, 

This hospital was founded in 1722 by Thomas Guy, and addi- 
tions have been built subsequently. It is situated near the London 
Bridge railway terminus, a short distance from the river Thames. 
It stands in ample grounds of its own (7 acres), but is surrounded 
by a busy neighbourhood. Originally it was intended for little 
more than 300 patients, but can now accommodate 690 (including 
<■}-!■ -patients). The oldest part is that which abuts upon the en- 
trance. A rectangular building open in front forms the entrance 
court; two square yards are behind it, surrounded by similar blocks 
of buildings; the centre part dividing the yards from each other ku 
an open colonnade on the ground-floor. Galleries running along 
the first floor are now in course of construction. 1 The wings of 
1 January 1867 ; a in;" I'LinpliitliCtttri-, ton, ie built on the second floor. 
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the building stretching nut in front serve for administration pur- 
pOHO, DOt the blocks surrounding the yards are — with the exception 
of that jMjrtion occupied by the library and n few offices— used for 
toe patientfl. The wards have windows on each side, and stretch 
round the corners, so that they are generally composed of two 
ilar rooms joined in a rectangle, 1 The windows are mostly 
sash-windows ; those looking into the yard on the ground-floor are 
placed rather high from the floor. Many windows have a middle 
pMtfi in the Upper part opening inwards, and by this means fresh air 
is admitted day and night. In addition there are louvres over the 
doors for ventilation, and ventilators in the ceiling. The attic wards 
(for syphilitic patients) are rather low, but ample cubic space (nearly 
1800 feet) is afforded to the patients, In the next yard is found 
:i singularly-shaped building, which is one floor high. It contains 
to the left of the entrance door a ward, with five windows on each 
side, for 10 or 12 patients; the corresponding part on the right 
■ ! private room3, and others which are used for microscopical 
iiml I'hruiical investigations. There are 2 oblong clinical wards 
for medical cases ; they offer some peculiarities. 4 They have six 
at seven sash-windows on each Bide, with wire blinds, and a triple 
bow window at the farther end. Beyond the ceiling does not form 
one level, but is composed of a lower and higher portion ; the latter 
forms the centre, and is supported where it joins the former by iron 
columns. Aa it is lighted by windows at the sides, the wards 
receive ample light. In the centre nearer to the entrance are two 
fireplaces back to back, with a somewhat unsightly ascending flue. 
The water-closets are entered from the wards. Rooms for the 
nurses and bath-rooms are conveniently arranged in the centre. 

The male clinical ward contains 17 beds, the female one 18. 
In the building to the left, which is two stories high, we find on the 
ground floor a ward for males, and adjoining it an operating room. 
On the first flour is a ward for females; this ward has five windows 
on one side, at a considerable distance from the floor, and another 
window opposite the door; there are green curtains to darken the 

room. 

In the block to the right of the clinical wards, and which is 

three floors high, the ground-floor is used for domestic purposes — 

nursing, sleeping-rooms, and a separation- room. On the 

first floor is a surgical ward for 10 males, and on the second floor a 

ward for 1 females, with 5 cribs. 

The new block is an imposing building, four stories high; the 
out-patients' department is on the ground-floor, and the upper floors 
1 See Fig. 1, No. 3. ' See Fig. 1, No. 8. 



138 ENGLISH HOSPITALS. 

contain wards. Here are the often -mentioned double wards (tatUt 
i, divided by a spinal wall ; with a break over the fire- 
place and at each end. There 
are six windows on each side, 
lietween each two wards a day 
and dining - room is interposed, 
and a nurses' room, scullery, and 
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The patients enjoy in all the 
wards the extraordinary cubic 
space of about 2000 feet; these 
are only for medical cases. The 
principal ventilation is at present 
by the windows and doors, and 
the spacious staircase. The door 
leading from it into the yard is 
always open, exept on very cold 
days, and the windows on the 
stairs are also kept open. Com- 
munication between this reser- 
voir for fresh air and the wards 
is effected by large louvres and 
open cuttings in the walls. 

Originally an artificial system 
of warming and ventilation (in 
addition to fireplaces) was 
action, and for this purpose the 
two towers were constructed ; the 
higher one for drawing off the foul 
air. The fresh air, heated in win- 
ter time by hot pipes in the base- 
ment, was intended to enter near 
the ceiling, and the foul air to be 
extracted through channels run- 
ning near the floor ; they c 
rnunicated with the smoke-shaft, 
which received additional warmth 
from hot-water pipes. The system 
was a failure. The fresh air be- 
came so impeded in the intricate 
passages, heated by flues, that it 
did not enter the wards in any perceptible amount; the extractive 
power was energetic enough, and the costs moderate ; about twenty- 



Fig. 25. — Guy's Hobmtal, Grounii Plan 
(in 1879). 

A. Entrance yard. 

B. Administration, private rooms. 

C. Court. 

0. Open arcade. 

D. Ward. 

K l.'linical ward. 

F. Ophthalmic ward. 

('■. Surgical cases anit cribs. 

H. Wash-house, engine. 

W. Museum, post-mortem, lecture rooms. 

1. I. Double wards in tha liuw block, 
H. Riv-muiii. 

St. Stairs. 
N. Nurse. 
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nine shillings annually per bed anil patient. A new wing is just 
completed. 

The wash-house is worth a visit. We find a large room, 
about 50 feet long by 38, and 20 feet high, with large sky- 
lights. Round the walla are troughs and boilers, with large basins 
near them. A large wheel turned by machinery was formerly in 
the centre for subjecting the cloth to the action of hot water and 
soap. It is replaced by soda boilers with jackets. Steam power is 
used for a drying wheel. Adjoining the large room is a smaller 
one to Btore the linen, etc., and a large mangling -room, where steam 
is used for the machinery. The whole is lighted by numerous gas- 
burners, when requisite, anil being in close proximity to the engine- 
room has the steam directly from it. 

The last block on the right-hand side contains the museum, 
amphitheatre, and post-mortem rooms. 

There are usually little more than 600 patients in Guy's Hospital. 
Admission is free, with the usual exception as regards smallpox. 
The medical school includes midwifery, but the cases are treated as 
out-patients only. 

King's College Hospital. 

The architect who had to supply the plan for this building was 
hampered by the want of space, and, considering the circumstances, 
Bhowed great ingenuity. 

The hospital is situated in a poor neighbourhood, at the back of 
the Royal College of Surgeons. It is built on the corridor plan 
round two square yards of limited dimensions, and a staircase into 
which a third yard is transformed. The first part was opened 1855, 
the other portion in 18C1; and at present about 200 patients can 
be accommodated. There are four floors over a basement, and attics 
over the northern and western parts of the house ; they are used for 
sleeping apartments for the nurses. The ground-floor is used for 
offices and an accident ward; the kitchen is in the basement. 

The staircase is on the left-hand side of the building, and is 
entered by a corridor. It is of imposing dimensions (44 feet broad, 
31 feet wide, and G3 feet high), and lighted by twenty-four windows 
(six on each floor). The stairs are of stone, the balustrade of iron. 
The wards do not open into the "Staircase, but into the corridors and 
lobbies adjoining it. Most of the wards are of considerable dimen- 
sions ; some 70 feet by 24, others 85 by 85. They have spinal walls 
open at one corner, and with small top-windows. There are no small ■ 
side-wards. The walls are lined with Parian cement, the ceilings 
whitewashed, the floors of plain pine wood (except the former ehil- 



dren's and lying-in ward in the tlrird story, where the floor is oiled 
and lacquered). The wauls have windows on one side, and some 
of them a single window at the end. The windows consist of three 
compartments, the top one revolving inwards, the lower being sash ; 
or all can he opened inwards. The cubic space allotted to patients 
is 1800 feet ; in some wards even more. The wards are heated by 
one or two fireplaces of modern dimensions; the water-closets are 
mostly self-acting. Two large lifts are close to the staircase ; they 
are raised by water power. 

The patients are attended by lady sisters, who live in the house 
(the western part), and day and night nurses. The out-patients' 
department is in the eastern part, and partly built out of the main 
building. The consulting-rooms are numerous, but small, and some- 
what dark. The large waiting-room is in the basement, to which 
there can be no objection. It is approached by iron stairs. 

As for the construction of the building, it has been praised 
much as it lias been condemned. I do not recommend it for imita- 
tion. As regards the staircase, it might be improved by taking off 
part of the ceiling, and replacing it by a movable skylight. The 
air is close in the upper part of the stairs, and the nurses' sleep 
rooms, approached by a small side staircase from the main staircase, 
must be unhealthy. The wards were lately brought into more direct 
communication with the stairs by cutting out parts of the interven- 
ing walls. The plot of ground in front looks very plain, and, 
although small, should be embellished a little. 

There is serious danger in a hospital like this from hospital 
disease or fever spreading, if imported or generated in the house. 

The London Hospital 

lies in the Mile-End Road, in a densely-populated district, where 
casualties happen continually. Of all metropolitan institutions the 
Loudon Hospital receives the largest number of surgical cases. The 
building has the form of a square open at one side, but two new 
arms have been lately added, viz. the Alexandra wing in 1807, 
the Grocers' Company wing in 1876. There are three floors over 
a basement; through the front building runs a central corridor, 
which is heated by hot-water pipes. In front of it, on the ground 
aud first floors, are various-sized rooms, such as consulting, secre- 
tary's, private, and committee rooms, and the chapel. Two large 
wards lie at the back of this corridor. 

The two old wings contain largo wards, divided in two by spinal 
walls. In the centre we find a day-room, and at both sides of it 
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nurses' rooms, sculleries, bath, and water-closets ; lavatories, stairs, 
ami additional water-closets, are at the farther end. The wards are 
warmed by open fires surrounded by air-chambers, and have circular 
ventilators in the ceilings. 
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The Alexandra Winy of the London Hospital 

is a block attached to the old building, and communicating with it. 
It contains three floors, a basement, and attics; the latter are used 
for the sleeping- rooms of the nurses. The longest side has eleven 
windows, including one triple window; the shortest side has three 
windows, or two on the ground-floor, and a portico between them. 
The latter is not used, as the Alexandra wing is entered by a cor- 
ridor from the old part. On each floor a central corridor runs the 
whole length of the building. It is lighted by a window at the 
east end, but there 18 no corresponding window at the other end by 
which it might be ventilated ; but we find in its place rooms for 
Durses, private rooms, or a water-closet There is a stone staircase 
in the centre with iron balustrades. It is well lighted at the top by 
skylights, but badly on the ground and first floors. The walls of the 
corridor have a lower border, and facings of white polished gypsum. 
The wards are on the ground aud two upper floors. They 
accommodate about 70 patients- 
There is one ward on the ground-floor facing the yard ; it is a 
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children's ward for 25 beds (at the time of my visit there WBW ii 
crihs in the ward, standing rather close). The nurses' room and 
scullery are partitioned off at one end ; the water-closet (not self- 
acting) is at the other, It is built out at the side of the ward, oil- 
painted, and well ventilated by a large window. The other water- 
closets are well placed and ventilated, except that one which blocks 
up the corridor (on the second floor), where a window should be. 
In front of the corridor are the nurses' and private rooms facing the 
road. On the first floor are 2 wards, and on the second floor 3 ; one 
Jewish ward for 7 beds (females) in front, and one Jewish ward for 
9 beds (males) at the back of the corridor. There is also another 
male ward for 14 patients. 

The wards. are only of moderate height, 12 or 13 feet, and, 
as in the old building, have windows on one side only. These are 
sash-windows. There are fireplaces for warming, and large circular 
ventilators in the ceilings ; they communicate with the air-tower, 
which has louvres at its top, and admits the fresh air, which is 
expected to enter the wards and to spread gradually near the ceil- 
ing, the disc under the circular opening preventing an immediate 
draught downwards, the foul air to escape by the windows. I did 
not find any foul smells at my visits, because the doors were kept 
open. The bath-room and scullery are partitioned off at one end of 
the ward, or the bath-room is at the side ; the lavatories (which 
however, did not act) are generally in the sculleries. The most 
objectionable part is the bath-rooms ; they are dark and badly venti- 
lated. They receive a dim light only through the glazed partitions, 
and have no window. They have one gas-burner, but this is not 
lighted during the daytime. The steam from the hot bath cannot 
find its way out by any aperture but the door, and comes into the 
adjoining ward. This might even now be altered by cutting ■ 
slanting opening in the wall. 

The beds have mats of cocoa-nut fibre, paillasses, and mattresses; 
the latter are mostly of horsehair. Some beds have curtains ; most 
of them are without The wards, corridors, and closets, are kept 
scrupulously clean. The number of beds is now 790. New baths 
for out-patients and a club-house stand in the grounds, in the [attar 
the students may dine. The Grocers' Company wing corresponds 
to the Alexandra wing on the other side of the old part of the 
hospital Here some of the corridors are heated by steam, and in 
some of the wards warm air can be let in through gratings from the 
basement 
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St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington, 
was opened in 1851. and contains now 150 beds — 60 for medical, 
79 for surgical, 5 for ophthalmic cases, and 8 for diseases peculiar 
to women ; but a new wing is in course of construction, by which 
it will be possible to receive more than 200 in-patients. The 
building has the shape of the letter ~]~> and is constructed on the 
corridor plan ; but some of the wards open into other wards, and 
are not connected with a corridor. The front part has, besides the 
basement, a ground-floor, entresol, and two upper floors ; the entresol 
is used for nurses' sleeping -root ns, which is a very objectionable 
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Front 
Fig. 27.— St. Mary's Hospital, First Floor (1876). 

arrangement, and will cease to exist as soon as the dormitories for 
nurses in the new wing are finished. Although I did not enter 
these nurses' sleeping- rooms, I judge from the height of the lower 
rooms that they are very deficient in height, and they have only 
small windows on one side. 

The ground-floor contains a central corridor dividing it through 
its whole length, and on each side of it various offices and private 
rooms, also one or two consul ting- rooms. The kitchen, engine- 
room, nurses' dining-room, dispensary, and out-patients' waiting-room, 
are all in the basement, which is somewhat dark. 
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In the centre of the building are a beautiful hall and staircase, 
The stairs, which are of stone with iron railings, lead to the upper 
floors, and receive light from above through a glass cupola. In the 
centre of the latter is a patent ventilator of perforated zme ; but I 
should think it would be an improvement if some of the wisdom 
could be opened by ropes. On the first and second floors we find 
the principal wards, the accident ward excepted, which is on the 
ground-floor, but was closed at the time of my visit on account of 
repairs. It is, however, the only ward which has opposite windows 
all the others have them on one side only. 

The advantage of having a spacious staircase is in some manner 
counterbalanced by the small size of the entrance -doors and the 
intervening lobbies. These doors are about 7 feet high and 3 wide, 
and could certainly even now be made larger. Any one who 
enters the wards is at once struck by the height of them, wine! 
is no less than 21 feet, that being more than is found anywhere iu 
London or on the continent except in Italy and the Hospital .St. 
Louis. In consequence of it the patients have a cubic space of 
1600 or 1700 feet; "but they benefit less by it, as the impure air 
always keeps near the ground, and ascends only by slow degrees to 
the ceiling. 

The construction of the windows is of interest : they are aboi 
9 feet high in the old part, being 5 feet from the floor, and 
double, having a space of nearly half a foot between them, 
lower part of the outer window revolves inwards, and so does the top 
part of the inner windows; by these meaus the outer air can ascend 
between the windows and enter the ward at the top. Some of the 
inner windows open like doors. There are ordinary sash-windows 
found besides, and those of the accident ward have four compart- 
ments, all revolving inwards. 

The wards are principally warmed by open fires ; but besides, 
the outside air is admitted, which becomes heated before it enters 
the wards by passing over coils of hot pipes. For ventilating 
formerly found apertures in the walls near the ceiling ; they were 
the ends of eduction-channels, which took the foul air to a ventilat- 
ing furnace at the top of the stairs. This furnace, however, did 
not seem to act efficiently, although a fire was kept day and night. 
in which, I was informed, not oidy coal, but also rubbish from the 
wards, was burnt. Now we find Tobins' tubes arranged along th< 
central passage ; those on the right communicate with gratings in the 
left-hand wall, those on the left with the right-hand wall In 
wards there are large square apertures iu the walls opposite the 
windows or doors. 
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Some of the smaller wards are only about 14 feet high, and 
entered from the back stairs. The water-closets are self-acting, and 
well placed. 

The new part contains three floors ; the wards are on both sides 
of a central corridor ; they are about 1 6 feet high, and the windows 
ixtend nearer to the floor than in the old part ; their height is 
nearly 1 2 feet. The floors are of iron and concrete ; the corridor is 
o£ feet wide, and has a large end window. Water-closets and 
sculleries are built out at the sides, and apertures are left in the 
wall opposite the windows. In 1876 the water-closets of the 
largest wards were also set outside the wards ; the illustration shows 
them as they were before this time. New post-mortem rooms were 
also built at this time. A new wing for 60 patients is being built. 



Middlesex Hospital 

a situated in Charles Street, Tottenham Court Bond, and contains 
310 beds. It resembles exactly the shape of the letter Hi the 
central portion is used for offices and private rooms, medical officers, 
apothecary, etc., with the exception of the top ward, where cancer 
>atients are accommodated. There are 8 wards in each wing ; the 
argest contain 20 beds, and are situated in front; the wards in the 
back win;;* are separated from those in the front by landings and 
lobbies. The height of the wards is moderate. A sisters' room and 
bath-room are partitioned off the landing. The wards have opposite 
windows, with the top compartments generally inclining inwards ; 
they are retained in an inclined position by small ledges fixed to 
the framework. In various places perforated zinc plates are in- 
serted in the walls on a level with the ceilings. They correspond 
to similar oues in the outer wall, which admit fresh air. There 
«re square apertures in the ceilings of the top wards communicating 
with the apace beneath the roof, and louvres are over the entrance 
doors. 

A lift of moderate dimensions is in the eastern wing; the stairs 
are of stone, and have iron balustrades ; the central corridors, although 
wide enough, are rather dark, and might be improved by cutting 
ipertnres in the walls, separating them from the private rooms, and 

s apertures might be filled with semi-transparent glass. 

The nurses live in a separate house connected with the hospital 
:vy a passage. Sixteen physicians and surgeous attend to the patients 
fin-door and out-door), including two house- surgeons. There are 
also two dentists. A new theatre aud dissecting rooms were lately 
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This hospital is one of the few in London that can boast of a 
garden where the patients take exercise. The special departm 
include a cancer department and a ward for diseases peculiar I 




Rtiyal Fro: Hospital. 

The hospital, founded in 1828 by a medical man, is situated i: 
a densely- populated and poor district in the north of the inetr 

It contains 150 beds. The [n-im-ipa! [ 

containing the wards, has the i 

the letter L; there are three floors 

over a high basement. Two wards are 

wei_[ i) * / r / found on each floor, having a eommon 

staircase of stone. But some of the 

wards in the smaller hut deeper block 

Fig. 28.— Royal Fure Hospital (") are divided through their length by 

(Ground-Flour). partitions. All the wards have a con- 

A, B. Ward*, c. Oat-patients' dept. sideraljle height, 10 or 1 7 feet, and 

P. Porter. N. Nurao. ■ , on. • ] 

opposite windows. The windows look- 
ing into the yard are larger and higher than those opposite; they 
are 4J feet from the floor ; some have three compartments, of whici 
one or two incline inwards; others are common sash-windows. Sobi 
windows are 7 feet from the floor. 

The walls and ceilings (ire whitewashed, the floors scrubbed, 
one end of the ward, near the stairs, is the nurses' room and sou] 
lory; but the nurses' room is only an incomplete partition, 
8 feet high, formed partly by curtains drawn across, and partly 
of wood. The water-closets arc self-acting, well placed and free 
from smells. 

The wards hold 23 or 24 beds, some of them standing 4m 
together; and 2 wards are generally kept empty, or nearly so, fi 
transferring patients. There are two special lock-wards; in i 
ward I found medical and surgical cases together, but on oprx 
sides. 

We find two fireplaces at the opposite ends of the wards \ 
warming them ; and, in addition to the windows, apertures in I 
wall facing the yard for admitting fresh air. There are 
attached to the wards, and I saw one of white glazed cement, i 
tating marble, which had a very good appearance ; but there was I 
means of warming the bath-room. 

The out-patients' department is separate, and males and females 
have different waiting-rooms. The hospital contained about 100 
patients at the time of my visit. It is capable of much impim-i- 
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roent, as tlie original plan of construction was a good one. If the 
iviills were painted like those of Addenbrooke's Hospital, they would 
at once attain a cheerful and pleasing aspect. 

St. Thomas's Hospital 

The old building opposite Guy's Hospital iiad to be given up, as 
the ground was wanted for certain railway improvements, and a tem- 
jwrary hospital on the south of the Thames was occupied by the 
patients till the new one was ready for their use. The temporary 
building contained large wards for about 80 patients, and could 
altogether accommodate about 300. 

The new building occupies a site opposite the Houses of Par- 
liament, Westminster, close to the river. It consists of twelve 
pavilions, surrounding a square yard; they are connected by a cor- 
ridor, not on the ground-floor only, but also on the first floor. Most 
of the blocks are four stories high. 

The budding stands partly on land reclaimed from the river 
and partly on shore. Tiie foundations on the river portion are 
carried down to the London clay. The ends of the blocks next the 
river have a solid foundation of about 22 feet deep. The flank 
walls have a foundation 10 feet wide. The pavilions are built on 
piers and concrete arches. The pavilions for patients are placed at 
right angles to the corridor, from which a passage leads direct to the 
wards, on one side of which is the staircase. The wards are 28 feet 
wide, 120 feet long, and 15 feet high, giving a cubic space for each 
patient of 1800 feet. The windows are arranged alternately with 

beds, opposite to each other, at a level to enable patients to see 
out. The external balconies looking to the river Thames may be 
by the patients in fine weather. Small wards for 2 beds 
are contiguous to the larger ones. The water-closets, lavatories, and 
bath-rooms, attached to each ward, are projected from the main build- 
ing, and are cut off from the ward by intercepting lobbies, with 
windows on both sides. 1 The water-closets, lavatories, etc., have also 
windows on all four sides, to provide a thorough ventilation. Foul- 
linen and dust shoots are found communicating with a receiving- 
room in the basement for external removal. The wards have flat 
ceilings throughout, and the windows are carried up to the ceiling. 
The windows are constructed in three divisions, the upper sash drops 
to the depth of the transom. 

The wards are warmed by three open fireplaces ; they stand in 
the middle of the wards, and have vertical shafts painted a light 
1 See Fig 2 
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colour. An auxiliary system of hot water is used in very cul 
weather. The eorridors and staircases are warmed hy hot-' 
pipes. The shafts are constructed with, an outer case of cast-iroi 
and an inner wrought-iron smoke-tube 15 inches diameter, 
space between the two tubes becomes an efficient ventilating-sl 
The stoves have an air-chamber at the back. 

Twenty-five millions of red bricks were consumed exclusive 
the facing bricks. They were made in Fareham, Hampshire. 
windows were executed in Sweden, the iron girders in Belgii 
The stone used is mostly Portland stone. The building is rii 
ornamented by turrets, balustrades, and balconies. The ex] 
are said to have been £600,000 sterling, The number 
is about 600, viz. 588 for patients admitted by reeonimenilatii 
or otherwise, and there is a limited number of beds for pa; 
patients, who are accommodated in smaller wards in the southi 
most pavilion. The cost of a bed is therefore about £600. 

A large entrance-hall is in the centre, and forms the substruc 
ture of the chapel, which has 300 seats. The out-patients' de| 
meut has a separate entrance. The kitchen is on the ground-ih 
The Nightingale nurses are accommodated in a special part; ouch of 
the 40 probationers has a separate bedroom. The treasurer's house 
lies nearest Westminster Bridge. The school-buildings, post-mortem 
rooms, kitchen, etc., are conveniently arranged. 



University Cotlcijn Hospital. 
This hospital is situated opposite University College. It has 



front building and two wings of different lengths, and may, 
full, accommodate 200 patients. The thoroughfare in front 
closed for carriages ; there is only a small yard at the hack, and 
houses closely adjoin the hospital at this part. 

There are four floors over a basement, and attics in addition. 
The entrance is from the side, as the principal entrance-door is kept 
closed ; it has, however, small windows, which, when open, admit 
fresh air. A corridor runs on the ground-floor at the back of the 
main building; it receives light through skylights, and air through 
perforated nine plates. On the ground-floor we find two surgical 
wards, 60 feet long, 26 wide, and 16 high. They have windows 
both sides ; those facing the thoroughfare are about 8 feet hi; 
On the opposite side is the corridor, which is about 10 feet hi 
and there are also windows of a smaller size — they are about 
feet high. There are only 14 beds in each ward, and the cubic 
space allotted to eaeh patient is very large— more than 2000 feet 
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The walls are stuccoed; the lower part is coloured light-brown, 
the upper part light-blue. Two surgical wards are covered with 
Keene'a cement The windows are all sash-windows, having dark- 
green curtains. We find open fires for warming, and no artificial 
means of ventilation. But there are openings in the walls on a level 
with the ceilings at various places, and large square boles are in the 
ceilings of the top wards. 

Small side-wards are very numerous in this hospital for separ- 
ating contagious and delirious patients ; they have one window only, 
and contain 1 or 2 beds. 

The wards in the upper floors have high opposite windows, 
j nearly to the ceiling. There is a central staircase, and one 
ir each end of the main building ; but a large lift has been recently 
added for hoisting food from the kitchen to the upper wards. The 
kitchen is in the basement, which is rather low ; they cook with gas 
and open fires. The door to the street area is left open for the 
entrance of air through the basement. 

Lavatories are in different parts of the building ; the sisters' day- 
rooms adjoin the wards; in 1879 new and improved water-closets, 
entirely cut off from the wards by cross ventilation, were provided; 
new pipe-drains were laid, and entirely disconnected from the main 
sewer by proper trapping. 

There is a day-room on the first floor. Common bath-rooms 
were opened in 1875. In addition to simple baths and douches, 
there are found those for fumigation of the arm or leg, sulphur, 
iodine vapour, iodine, mercurial fumigation, steam vapour, sulphur 
vapour, steam. Two disinfecting chambers are adjoining the baths. 
They are built of stone and iron, with channels or tubes to admit 
nd withdraw foul air. The air may be heated by a fire to a 
temperature of 300 degrees Fahr. 

Connected with the establishment is a celebrated medical school. 
There are two physicians, professors of clinical medicine ; one phy- 
sician, a special professor of clinical medicine ; an obstetric physician, 
three assistant-physicians, 1 a consulting surgeon, two surgeons, pro- 
fessors of clinical surgery; two assistant -surgeons, and a dental 
surgeon, lecturer on dental surgery. 

The matron keeps the keys, and has charge of all the household 
goods ; visits the wards, sees that patients have clean linen, food, 

1 But upon these gentlemen the honorary title of " Physician " lias been 
lately conferred, although they continue the duties special to the so-called 
" Assistant- Physician ;" tlmt if, they see the numerous out-patients who come 
to the hospital, and in the absence of the clinical physician lln-y tiike charge of 
the in-patients. 
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etc. ; superintends nurses and servants, and presides at the meals of 

the resident medical officers and pupils. 

The entire nursing is at present undertaken hy the Protestant 
sisterhood of All Saints' Home, the matron l>eiiig a lady superior 
of the sisterhood. The sisters superintend and train nurses. Three 
houses adjoining the hospital are rented for a portion of the nursing 
staff. 

The nurses come on duty in the summer at six, and in winter 
at seven o'clock, and remain on duty till nine in the evening. They 
may absent themselves from their ward for one hour, with permission 
of the matron. The night-nui'ses come on duty in summer at nine, 
and In winter at eight o'clock in the evening, and remain on duty 
till eleven next day. 

Admission is more liberal than in most of the other metropolitan 



hospitals ; and the medical officers especially select such cases as are 
useful for clinical instruction. During the vacations the number of 
patients is considerably less, to save the funds of the hospital. Most 
of the wards are cleaned and whitewashed once a year. 

The management of the affairs of the hospital is peculiar. The 
institution is connected with University College, and the government 
is vested in the council of the college, but a fair share is left to the 
subscribers. The council appoint a treasurer; the committee is 
composed of the treasurer, fourteen members elected by the gover- 
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nora at an annual meeting, seven appointed by the council of Uni- 
versity College, ami three delegates from the medical committee of 
the hospital. They have the management of the house, ami meet 
every fortnight or oftener. There is a medical committee besides, 
and this consists, not of the medical officers only, hut of the mem- 
bers of the faculty of medicine of the college in addition. They 
have control over the medical and surgical departments of the hos- 
pital and the medical education of the pupils. 

The resident medical officer, in the absence of the physicians and 
surgeons, is the chief medical officer of the hospital, and he has the 
power to interpose in the treatment of the patients when circum- 
stances appear to him to render his interference necessary. He 
visits the wards every morning at nine o'clock, and prepares daily 
and annual reports ; he is also responsible for the conduct of the 
business of the dispensary, and makes the post-mortem examinations 
of inquest cases. He must not leave the house without being re- 
placed. He has a dispenser and assist ant- dispenser under him, and 
the physicians' assistants and clinical clerks report to him. 

Wattmimtcr Hospital. 

It was founded in the year 1714, but completely rebuilt aud 
reopened in 1834. It can accommodate nearly 200 patients. It 
is constructed in a semi- Gothic style to correspond with the neigh- 
bouring structures. It has not a very favourable site, and is partly 
surrounded by houses, but there is a free space in front. The park 
is close by, and sometimes used by the patients. There are three 
floors over a basement, and attics. The building has the shape of 
a horse-shoe; a spacious corridor (10 feet wide) runs through the 
part which stands in front. There are two large windows at each 
end of this corridor; they form a capital means of ventilation, and 
there are some back windows which might be broader. In addition, 
there are well staircases at the ends of the corridor where side 
corridors branch off, extending backwards, and these stairs have 
skylights at the top ; the top windows open like louvres, and are 
naed for admitting fresh air. A lift is on the right hand of the 
stairs. 

The wards have the corridor on one of their sides, and, as seen 
by the plan, windows on two sides ; but the end wards have them 
even on three sides. The windows are rather narrow ; the top com- 
partment revolves inwards. The number of beds in the wards varies 
from 9 to 12. The floors are of deal, and scrubbed. The wards 
are warmed by open fires and water-pipes, which are formed into 
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coils in the corridor ; through these the fresh air has to pass before 
entering the wards. There are outlets and inlets at various places 
in the walls. 

Water-closets and sculleries were formerly partitioned off the 
wards, as seen in the figure, and this was of course an objectionable 
arrangement. They are now in turrets built out of the house. 




Fig. 30. 
A. Matron. 
N. Nune. 
11. Lobby on ground 



Hospital, Becosd Floor (in 1879). 
L. T. Lecture ilieatre on the same. 
Ch. Chaps 1. 



(b.) Special Hospitals. 

Hospital fur Consumption and Diseases of the Chest, Brampton, S.W, 

The first portion of this hospital was opened in 1846 ; it con- 
tains now 210 beds, and it is intended to enlarge it. The building 
has the H shape, and is three stories high ; two towers are con- 
spicuous, and some portions project from the main building. The 
wards face the west, and the corridors the east, so that the former 
are in some way protected from cold winds. The female patients 
are on the first, and the males on the second floor. All but the end 
wards have windows on one side ouly. The wards generally con- 
tain 2 or 3 beds ; a few have 8. There are sash and double 
plate-glass windows, about an inch intermediate space being kit 
between the plates. The walls are coated with Parian cement of 
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various colours. The corridors, 1 feet wide, are covered with cocoa- 
fibre matting, and, being kept of the same temperature as the wards, 
can be safely used as dining and day rooms. 

The western half of the building is warmed and ventilated on 
l>r. Amott's plan, who first instituted here his air-pump, which was 
afterwards replaced by another apparatus. In winter time fresh air 
enters after passing over hot plates in the basement, and there are 
grated openings for foul air near the ceiling, which lead into the 
smoke-shafts. In the other wing the fresh air is similarly heated 
by passing through a spacious air-chamber in the basement, which 
contains hot-water pipes ; the foul air finds its way into a tall 
extracting shaft, having a hot-water tank at the top ; the water is 
btftted by steam pipes from the basement. In addition to the heat- 
ing apparatus fireplaces are in the wards. I found the temperature 
' in the corridors GOA degrees Fahr. ; it was freezing outside. 
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The baths are of painted zinc, and the condensed steam of the 
boiler is used for them. The lavatories are on Jennings' system ; 
the dispensary lias a small enamelled slate tank for cod-liver oil ; 
it is drawn from a tap. Hot water is supplied by the condensed 
Bteani, 

Steam and water boilers are in the centre; various lifts for food 
and patients are worked by steam power ; steam is also used in the 
kitchen. 

The kitchen contains a gridiron for chops and steaks, which can 
he raised and lowered. The smoke is drawn away by a side flue. 
Milk is kept in large enamelled slate vessels under which a cold 
air-current passes. The storerooms for meat have the wallB 
covered with encaustic tiles to a considerable height, and white 
enamelled slabs. 



A new consumption hospital for 137 patients, the foundation- 
stone of which was laid in 1879, stands opposite the old one. It is 
built in the horse-shoe form, has four floors and small wards, the 
highest number of beds being 8. The wards opeD into wide corridors 
intended for the patients to walk about The warming is partly 
by open fires, partly by hot water circulating iu pipes. The lad 
air is withdrawn by channels leading into the large smoke-shaft 
Coils of Bteani pipes are in the latter to increase the draught The 
kitchen is on the fourth floor. 



City of London Hospital for Diseases of the Chtst. 

The hospital was founded in 1848 ; it contained about 90 
patients at the time of my visit. The building has the shape o 
the letter L ; tiie long 9troke represents the main part, the short 
one a wing. The axis of the former lies from north -north -west t 
south -south-east. The building contains three floors over a base- 
ment, and a clock-tower corresponding to the front entrance. A 
broad arched corridor faces the east, and the wards open into it ; 
the patients use it as they do at the Brompton Hospital for day- 
room and promenade; at one place it is transformed into a con- 
venient dining-room by having the wall replaced by a few columns. 

The male patients are on the second, females on the first, and 
offices, out-patients' department, and private rooms on the ground- 
floor. The basement is used for the kitchen, dispensary, and store- 
rooms. Nurses sleep at the top part in the centre. 

The wards are generally small, for 2 or 4 patients, and 
have windows on one side only, but there are larger end wards 
having opposite windows, three on each side and two others opposite 
the door. All are sash-windows, most of them double. Here the 
beds stand 2 between two windows, quite close together, which 
should not be the case under any circumstances. The beds them- 
selves are comfortable ; they have paillasses and good horsehai 
mattresses ; the latter being remade outside the hospital when 
necessary, are a great expense, and there is a great loss of the horse- 
hair in this institution as in others by this arrangement The bed- 
steads are of iron, and high at both ends, so that footboards can be 
placed at the lower end. 

There is an artificial system of heating similar to that at 
Brompton. An air-channel runs under the basement through I 
whole length of the building; the cold air enters it at one side o 
the other according to the direction of the wind. Hot air which 
has been in contact with hot-water pipes ascends through hot-air 
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channels into the wards. The quantity of hot and cold air admitted 

regulated by valves or air-doors, but practically they are 

not much used. The wards have apertures for admitting hot air 

■ the floor. The foul air is educted by channels which open 
near the ceilings, and lead to the foul-air Bhaft, the extractive 
power of which is heightened by a similar process to that at Broinpton. 
At the time of my visit, the temperature outside being very mild 
(50 degrees Fahr.), the system acted but slightly ; there was but little 
draught either in the underground channel or in the upper ones ; 
besides, the windows of the corridors were open, and also those in 
some of the wards. The air was close in some wards at the time 
They have also open fireplaces. 

The water-closets are well placed and entered from the corridor 
through a lobby ; but they have wire-pulls for admitting water, and 
the wires were mostly broken. The water-closets are not warmed, 
but the lavatories are. 

The kitchen, which is rather low, has open fires, a range of 
steamers for cooking vegetables, and a hot-plate in the centre. 
The patients seem to belong to a superior class, and conduct them- 
selves properly ; as a rule they only stay six weeks in the house. 
The exceedingly low death-rate — scarcely 7 per cent— can only be 
explained by the system of admittance (hy letter) and the regula- 
tions. Patients who are in the last stage of consumption are con- 
sidered as incurables, and not admitted. 

There is a matron, two sisters, and seven nurses — all paid, a 
resident medical officer, a chaplain, and ten physicians attached to the 
hospital. 

City of London Union Workhouse, find Infirmary. 

The buildings, which are of different elevation, stand around 
rectangular yards, and some are connected by open arcades on the 
ground-floor. The infirmary contains wards for 12 or 15 beds, 
which latter stand rather close, often only 1£ foot distant from 
each other; the ceilings are 12 feet high, the walls not plastered, 
the windows are sash-windows, and are on one side and at one 
end ; the corridors are heated by hot pipes, but the wards by 
open fires. Air-bricks on the floors, and apertures in the ceilings 
protected by perforated zinc plates, serve as inlets, and ventilators 
over the fireplaces as outlets. There are iron bedsteads witli flock 
beds, and to purify the latter we find a flock-room, where the flocks 
taken out of the beds are baked in an oven. Good water-closets, 
WDH lavatories of enamelled iron, and a few baths of the same 
material, are attached to the wards. 
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The kitchen is well arranged, contains several ranges of steamers, 
hot plates, etc., and a large scullery is adjoining. The wash-house 
large, but there is only one machine — a wringing- machine — 
everything is done by hand. 

There are paid and unpaid nurses ; the number of patients was 
at the time of my visit 180, to whom only one medical man attends; 
he has more than 400 under his care, including the bedridden and 
lunatics. There were two smallpox cases in a separate room, and 
two females in a small lying-in ward. The number of inmates 
the workhouse was 865. The dormitories are not so crowded 
in other workhouses, and the establisliment is altogether above t 
majority of its class. The patients are very well satisfied with their 
food, 

German Hospital. 

It is situated in Dalston, and consists of two parts connected by 
a gallery, one standing at the back of the other. It contains at 
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Front. 
— Gehiian Hospital, Dalston (Fin 



■ Floor). 



present 125 beds, and is destined for Germans, but accidents are 
admitted without distinction. 

Part a contains on the ground-floor offices, private rooms, and 
the entrance-hall (t) ; on the first floor small chaml>ers for paying 
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patients (p), and rooms for sisters (s), matron (m), servants (c), 
operating-rooms (h), surgical wards (i), and the splint-ronm (*'"). 

The principal wards are in the portion (B), which forms a long 
Hock, and is one floor higher than the other building. The ground- 
floor contains the chapel anil the accident ward ; the first floor 4 
wards — 2 for males, 1 for females, and a children's ward. All 
the wards but one have opposite windows and are warmed by fire- 
places, two of them by a Gromey stove in addition. They contain 
generally 10 beds each. In tbe centre are nurses' (n) and sisters' 
rooms (s). Sculleries (sc), and baths are near the stairs and at 
both ends (o). All water-closets are built out of the main building. 
The out-patient department is now in a separate building, erected 
at a cost of £9000, aud convalescents may be transferred to a large 
private house opposite the gates of the hospital taken by the com- 
mittee. 

Holborn Union Infirmary, Upper Hottoimy, 

for 624 paupers. The wards have opposite windows, the latter 
are made as casements with upper sash. The wards are warmed 
by therao-hydric stoves. The fireplaces are surrounded by wrought- 
iron casing containing water. This is made to circulate through two 
upright coils of pipes. The fire is therefore utilised in a twofold 
manner, as the heat also radiates from the fireplace. Fresh air 
also enters through gratings after passing through hot pipes. There 
are numerous outlets in the walta for withdrawing bad air. The 
wards contain 50 beds each, arranged in a peculiar manner by in- 
complete partition walls. 

Kensington Workkousc aiul Infirmary. 

It stands in large grounds, and has tho shape of a quadrangle. 

The infirmary contains mostly small wards for 11 beds, and 
a few larger ones. At the time of my visit tbe wards were over- 
crowded, and had 2 or 3 additional beds placed in each, in 
addition to the number for which they are intended. The ceiliugs 
are low, except where the roof is thrown into the wards (on the 
second floor). The beds stand close together, sometimes leaving 
hardly more than 1 foot clear space between them. Some wards 
have windows only on one Bide, and they are small ; others have 
them on both sides. Some are sash-windows ; many open like louvres. 

Neither sculleries nor lavatories are attached to the wards. The 
infirmary contained 260 inmates, including insane, infirm, small- 
pox patients (2), and females who had been confined. One 
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medical officer is attached to it, and spends live or six hours I 
extra visits not included. Nurses are paid. One complained that 
the pay was only one shilling a week. 

The whole building contained 570 inmates; and day-rooms and 
dormitories were of course overcrowded, as the house was not origi- 
nally intended for bo large a number. I was even informed of the 
startling fact, that to make room for all applicants, two persons had 
to be placed in some of the beds, which are small. 

The kitchen is too small for the increased number. Children 
are sent into the country after they have been put in a fit state of 
cleanliness in the workhouse. 



New Pauper Infirmary, Marylcbone, 

opened 1881, stands on 3J acres of ground. There is an ad- 
ministrative block in the centre, flanked on either side by two 
double-ward blocks parallel to each other. There are 6 wards in 
each block, or 24 wards in all, exclusive of a few separation -rooms. 
Each ward is 84 feet long, 24 feet wide, and 13 feet high ; the 
walls are coated with Keeue's cement The warming is by thermo- 
hydric stoves. The hot-water pipes at the Bide are made in the 
form of small columns, and are thus ornamental, and the whole has 
a pleasing appearance. The stoves are an invention of Saxon Snell, 
architect. 

Fever and Smallpox Hospitals in London. 

Up to the year 1870 only two special establishments existed 
for fever and smallpox patients. The London Fever Hospital in 
Liverpool Road received principally patients suffering from typhus, 
typhoid, recurrent fever, and a limited number of smallpox cases. 
The Smallpox Hospital in Highgate admitted the latter only. The 
New Metropolitan Asylums Board founded new establishments for 
both classes of patients; the first of them were opened in 1870, viz. 
the Homerton Fever Hospital for 200 beds and the Stockwell 
Fever Hospital for 198 beda. The Homerton Smallpox Hospital 
and the Stockwell Smallpox Hospital, both containing 102 beds 
each, were opened in 1871. They are all built on the pavilion plan. 

The Fulham Smallpox Hospital, established 1877, is now 
practically useless by the injunction obtained to limit the patients 
received into it to residents in the immediate neighbourhood. It 
is composed of ten pavilions standing in 6 acres of ground, each of 
30 beds (at the highest). 

It is probable (and desirable too) that in times to come the 
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is Board will be authorised to provide hospital accommodation 
fever and smallpox patieuts. The Royal commission on small- 
pox- lately came U) the conclusion that in London 3000 beds were 
required for fever patieuts, and 2100 lor smallpox cases. 

London Fever Hospital, ttlfagten. 

The institution lies in a part of the town which is reputed 
healthy j it stands a little removed from the thoroughfare, and is 
enclosed by moderate grounds. It is built on the corridor and 
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building has three floors, the others one or two. The administrative 
department, hoard-room, receiving- rooms (h), kitchen (a), etc., are in 
the centre ; a few wards for paying patients (£3 :3:9a week) 
immediately in the front. Two similar rooms with a bath-room 
adjoining are found on the upper floor. 

The main wards (for scarlatina patients), are placed side by side 
in the lateral buildings, and measure 79 feet long, 25 feet wide, 
and 17 feet 6 inches high, and each affords accommodation for 17 
beds, giving to each patient a floor-space of 102 feet and cubic space 
of 2033 feet. The division between the two wards is by a wall with 
lofty arched openings, filled to a height of 6 feet 6 inches by a 
wood and glass partition. A subsidiary or cross ward (I), 55 feet 
long and 24 feet wide, ia placed at right angles to the main wards, 
and contains 14 beds. 

At the junction of the main and cross wards is a small ward 
kitchen with coal store, etc. 

The wards are warmed by open fireplaces (three in each i 
ward), and for ventilation the windows which are opposite i 
relied upon; there are also inlets for air in the walls. A fan worker 
by steam has been abolished. 

Over the outer large wards on each side is a ward of similai 
dimension ; that on the female side is not used for patients. 

We find an ambulance or coach-house, where a fever-carriage ii 
kept : two beds can be slipped in. There is also a bed-carriage, con- 
sisting of a bed on castors, with a wheel and handle ; there is i 
resident medical officer, and a good number of nurses. I was informed 
that the nurses almost invariably catch the fever : six did s 
years ago. Patients are admitted by letter and on payment ; but it 
often happens that acute cases, which are not fever cases, are received. 
These cases were about ten per cent last year, and some of them 
caught the fever in the hospital Parochial boards formerly contri- 
buted to a considerable extent to the funds of the institution. 

The building to the east of the female wards is devoted to the 
reception of enteric fever. 

It is divided transversely in the centre by the entrance-ward, 
kitchen, and bath-room — the eastern portion (T, t) being devoted to 
male, the western (u, u) to female patients. At the western end of 
tins building are two roorn3 for private patients. In point of size 
these wards are much the same as the large scarlatina wards ; the 
main difference being that there is no upper story, and the division 
between the two wards is by a dwarf wood and glass partition with 
openings at the floor level. 

The walls of all the wards are painted a dark-red tint, and ^ 
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nished up to a height of about 5 feet ; above this they are distempered 
a pale gray. 

The building standing midway between the ends of the two cross 
wards (K) contains the laundry, engine-room, boiler-house, etc 

To the east of this is the mortuary and post-mortem room (marked 
by the letter 0), at the hack of which is the disinfecting chamber, 
with rooms on either side for infected and disinfected clothes, etc. 
The diainlV'ilin;.' ;« ji|-;i i:H ms is that of I>r, lianwjm, and cmisista of an 
iron chamber 5 feet by 5 feet by 6 feet, enclosed in a woodeu casing, 
with a layer of felt 5 inches thick between the wood and the iron. 
At the side of, and at a lower level than the chamber, is the furnace, 
the heat in which is generated by burning gas with smokeless flames, 
by means of a large atmospheric gas ring Bunsen burner. This 
burner is contained in a cast-iron cylinder, having at its sides cast- 
iron webs through which the air enters. The products of combustion, 
mixed with the heated air, pass by means of a horizontal Hue to the 
floor of the chamber, which they enter through perforated iron plates. 
The heated air, after penetrating every portion of the chamber, escapes 
through an outlet flue at the top, which is provided with a damper to 
regulate the speed of the current through the chamber. The entrance 
of the gas into the chamber is regulated by a self-acting mercurial 
regulator, so arranged that the gas is gradually shut off as the tem- 
perature rises, by which means, when the regulator is once set to any 
given temperature, that temperature, iu the absence of any super- 
vision, is maintained for an indefinite period. The usual temperature 
being 240" to 250° Fahr. 

The kitchen (a) is of moderate dimensions, aud the scullery 
adjoining it is small. The cooking apparatus consist of a large 
"close" stove, two gas-stoves, and a set of three steamers for vege- 
tables. 

The engine-house and laundry are under the same roof. In the 
engine-house is a steam-boiler with a 3 -horse power steam-engine ; 
:nlj'miiiig is a workshop for the engineer, with forge, etc. 

The wash-house contains, besides the usual coppers, steeping 
tanks and washing troughs, a washing machine and a centrifugal 
wringing machine, or " hydro-extractor ;" between the wash-house and 
tliu laundry is a drying closet with horses on wheels, so arranged that 
the wet clothes are put in in the wash-house and taken off when dry 
in the laundry. The laundry or irouing-room is small and insufficient 
for the work it has to do. It contains a mangle and a stove for 
heating the irons. 

The original design of the hospital is much changed owing to the 
accommodation at present provided for fever patients by the Asylums 
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Board, and further alterations are likely to be made by the archie 
of the hospital, Xeith D. Young. 



Highgatc Smallpox Hospital, London, 
established 1746, sitiintwl at Highgate Hill, in a favourable position 
can accommodate about 100 patients. The building is an obloi 
block, with a central corridor and wards on each side of 
are on two floors only, and have large front windows, and small one 
looking into the corridor. In addition to open fires, we find a sys 
of artificial heating and ventilation much resembling that of Duvoi 
only the air does not pass through water-stoves in the wards, b 
over hot plates before it is admitted. 

Admission is granted by governor's letter, ot on payment of small 
sums. 

York Road General Lying-in Hospital, London, 

contains two floors, basement and attics, and can accommodate 30 
patients. The wards are heated by fireplaces and air which passes 
over hot plates before it enters. A matron, a midwife, and one or 
two students reside in the house. An extensive out- patients' depart- 
ment is connected with it. There is one larger lying-in hospital in 
London, Queen Charlotte's, for 50 beds ; there is one in Endell Street, 
and a fourth in City Road, for about 20 in-patients each. A fift 
Maternity Home for Married Women, exists since 187V in Chelst 



Manchester Hospitals. 
Manchcstt-r Royal Infirmary. 

It was founded in 1797. Its site is in the centre of the tow 
but it stands by itself in a large, open, and noble square. It i 
accommodate 210 patients. 

The hospital has the shape of an open quadrangle. It I 
imposing exterior, heightened by lofty columns and a central ( 
tower, with a fine cupola. 

It is built on an objectionable plan. A corridor runs thrc 
the centre of the building, and wards are on both sides ; but i 
been lately much improved by removing partition walls and cutt: 
apertures into walls where needed. At the time of my visit 1 
process of improving was <;uing on in some parts. All the end v 
which were divided by brick partitions about half the height of tl 
room, are large wards, with windows on two sides, and louvres ovt 
the doors. 
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The corridor is spacious, ft feet wide, warmed by hot pipes. 
Offices and private rooms are on the ground-floor, the wards on the 
two upper ones. The female patients occupy more the wings, the 

ee more the centre part The corridors and wards are lofty, oil- 
painted of a pleasing light-green colour. The floors are mostly oiled. 
Many new and good beds are in place of the old ones ; they mostly 
stand four 4 apart. There are sash-windows, open fireplaces, self- 
acting water-closets, enamelled earthenware baths and lavatories. 




Front. 
Fig. 8*.— Manchester Royal Infirmary {First Flock). 

The wash-house is in the yard. It is lofty ; in the centre stands 
a wheel, where the clothes are subjected to the action of soap and 
soda. The washing trays stand near the wall. A wringing machine, 
like that of Guy's Hospital, is used for the cloth before it goes into 
the drying-room. In the latter we find the horses moving on castors. 
Mangling machmes are worked by steam All the cloth is marked 
and numbered, to be stacked properly. A new boiler-house was 
lately constructed, and a new dispensary built. 

Thirty nurses attend to the patients — six head, six night, and 
eighteen assistant-nurses ; five physicians, and two assistant-physi- 
cians ; five surgeons, and two assistant-surgeons ; two resident medical 
officers, and a medical superintendent. The Barnes Convalescent 
Home, Cheadlc, is attached to the hospital, and contains 140 beds. 

There are some smaller and special hospitals in Manchester : St. 
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Mary's Hospital, for 50 beds ; Salford and Pendleton Royal Hospital. 
60 beds ; Eoyal Eye Hospital, 68 beds ; Clinical Hospital ami Dis- 
pensary for Sick Children, 56 beds; Manchester Hospital for Con- 
sumption, 13 beds; Lock Hospital, 50 beds; Hospital for Skin 
Diseases, 6 beds ; Northern Counties Hospital for Chronic and In- 
curable Cases, 100 beds ; Southern Hospital for Women and Children. 
19 beds; a new pavilion Hospital for Children at Pendlebuiy, 140 
beds. 



Neiocaslh Infirmary, 



[KH:. 

[ding 
111 



a hospital for 230 beds, upon a hill close to the railway statii 
built in irregular form on the corridor plan; has a front buuY 
and one wing, three stories liigh ; contains 6 large new wards, 
feet by 24, and 14 feet 6 inches high, holding 24 beds. They afford 
about 1600 cubic feet to each patient, 1 There are 8 old wards on 
different floors of the building, of irregular shape, and deficient 
space. The syphilitic are in separate lock-wards. 

There is a separate fever hospital in Newcastle for 45 beds. 



Norfolk and Norwich Hospital. 



partly 



The new hospital is constructed partly on the old site and I 
on the piece of land known as " Flint House." The plan of the build- 
ings is the form of an H, the administrative block being in the centre. 
From this block there is access to each side of the hospital (male and 
female) by a spacious corridor and glazed hall 

The out-patients' department will now be entirely distinct t 
the working portion of the hospital, and will be formed in the o 
north-east wing, which will further be adapted for the purposes i 
the museum and nurses' dormitories, etc. 

The kitchen department is provided in a well-lighted and airj 
basement story. 

In the rear of the centre block, and equidistant from the real 
and female sides of the hospital, the operating theatre group is con- 
structed. It is a one-story building with small separate wards 1 
10 patients after operations, and contains a con suiting- room, nui 
room, ward scullery, and bath-room, etc 

The main corridor ib 1 feet wide, with windows on both aidi 
and one story high only, thus allowing a free circulation of air f 

1 The following plan of improving the llixn.s lin* given nival satisfaction : — 
After planing them, they are saturated with two coats of boiled linseed oil mixed 
with a little umber to give tone, then a couple of coats of best oak varnish arc 
superimposed, which should be allowed three weeks to dry and harden. 
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front to back. At each end of the corridor, and at right angles with 

e pavilions (forming the hospital proper) are constructed. Each 

is about 260 feet long and 29 feet wide, two stories high, and 

large wards for 24 beds each, with nurses' rooms, ward scul* 

ies, and smaller single wards. 

The bath-rooms, water-closets, etc, in connection with each ward 

are in octagonal turrets separated from the ward in each case by a 

lobby, having a window in each outer wall. 

On the side nearest the town, the back portion of the wing or 
pavilion, instead of being occupied by only one large ward, is divided 
into two smaller wards on each floor, one for 13 beds for children, and 
one for 4 beds. Adjoining these wards are nurses' rooms, ward scul- 
leries, and water-closets. 

An isolated ward for contagious cases will be provided. 
The accommodation thus provided will be for 200 patients, ex- 
clusive of wards for infectious cases. Clinical lectures are delivered 
by the physicians and surgeons. 



Northampton General Hospital. 

It can accommodate 1 44 patients. It is well constructed, though 
built more than 100 years ago (1744). Its site is beautiful ; it 
stands in not less than 1 6 acres of ground. There are large and 
small wards ; the cubic space afforded to the patients is ample. The 
wards are warmed by open fires, and there is no system of artificial 
ventilation. The only noteworthy arrangement is that a subsidiary 
building stands near the hospital, and is used by convalescents:. It 
contains a female and a male ward for 7 beds each. 



Nottingham General Hospital. 

It was established in 1782, and can accommodate 170 patients; 
is situated in the town, on a bill near the market place ; has an old 
central part, three stories high over a basement, to which latter two 
wings were added, a smaller one on the left, and a larger one on the 
right side. A separate fever-house is also a modern addition ; it 
stands in a line with the cential building, but separated from it by 
the chapel The central part i.s traversed by a corridor, and the wards 
lie in front and back of it. We find day-rooms, a special female and 
male eye-ward, and an out- patients' department. 

There are fifteen nurses living on the premises, four physicians, 
five surgeons, and two resident medical officers. 

There is also a Union hospital and dispensary in Nottingham ; 
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more than 200 in-patients caii be accommodated by the former. 
There is an eye infirmary with 14 beds, a children's hospital with 34 
beds, and one for women with 9 beds. 



Oxford Hospitals. 

TJie Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford, 

stands in large grounds just outside the town, and is composed of an 
old building dating from the year 1770, and two new ones; they 
form the letter "T"- The new buildings are only one story high, and 
stand in a line, whereas the old one has three floors over a basement 
and attics. One hundred and eighty-seven beds can be allotted to 
patients. 

The old block has a central corridor and end wards, which are 
pretty large, and have sash-windows on more than one side, but the 
wards in the centre are smaller, and have windows on one side only. 
There is a large children's ward on the second floor. The walls are 
plastered ; the floors of deal, and scrubbed ; the beds of iron, with 
woollen mattresses, and cocoa-nut fibre matting under them. 

Some of the water-closets and most of the nurses' rooms are badly 
placed, especially some which are squeezed in between water-closels. 
Tlio baths are mostly of painted zinc ; I saw one of glazed tiles. 

The passages are warmed by hot flues, the wards by open fires. 
There are ventilators in the ceilings and walls. 

The kitchen is in the basement of this part ; it is pretty large, 
and contains, in addition to the open fires, steamers for vegetables. 

Of the new buildings, one is the accident ward, the other serves 
as the out-patients' department. The ward is 78 by 2fi^ feet, and 
18 feet high. The walls are coated with Keene's cement, which is 
polished and coloured a reddish brown, but unfortunately very 
blotchy ; the ceiling is of white polished cement, with transverse 
varnished deal beams. The floor is of polished oak, except under 
the beds, where it is of glazed tiles, wlnte and with a red border ; 
the sash-windows are opposite, and of plate glass, and there are two 
end windows. The lower part of the wiudowB contains a glass 
frame, 2 feet 4 inches high, which is fastened to them by screws ; it 
is intended to prevent draughts, and makes the lower part of the 
windows double, but gives Bonie trouble to the servants when it has 
to be unscrewed. 

The beds are the same as in the other wards ; one stands between 
two windows; they have bed-pulls over the patient's head, bed- 
curtains, and side-tables, the latter on an American model. They 
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3 called locker tables. The top of them may be lowered or raised, 
and stretch across the bed. 

Each patient, of whom 20 can be accommodated, has a cubic 
apace allotted of more than 1800 feet. 

Water-closets, baths, and lavatories are built out at the end in a 
similar way as in the Hospital St. Jean in Brussels. They are 
separated from the ward by swing-doors, and outside these is a 
warm-air flue. 

The ward is wanned by two fireplaces, and warm fresh air can 



JIT 



Fig. 35.— R.tCCLlfFK ISFIKMAlir, Osfokb (N: 



B. Bath, lavatories. 




be admitted through six gratings which we observe in the centre of 
the floor. For ventilation we find trap-doors in the ceiling of con- 
siderable dimensions, and ventilators over the beds ; they have 
valves which should open by their own weight, but do not act. 

The out-patients' department is completely separated from the 
huspititl, and the only objectionable arrangement* is that some of the 
consulting-rooms have only one door for admission and egress. The 
cod-liver oil in the dispensary is kept in little stone barrels with taps. 
A bath-room is attached to this part of the hospital 

A new chapel, presented to the hospital, stands at the right-hand 
side of the entrance-court. 



77ms Workhouse and Infirmary, Oxford. 

This is a recent building. The workhouse was opened seventeen 
years and the infirmary fifteen years ago. Both are of moderate 
dimensions, the total number of inmates being 200. Children are 
not admitted. The house stands iu the country on rather low ground. 
The infirmary, which contained 40 patients, but can hold 50, is 
situated at the back of the workhouse, and not, or at least not yet, 
connected with the other part. 
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The wards are for 9 or 10 patients; they have opposite sash- 
windows, and afford more cubic space to the patients than those of 
London workhouses. The walls are of brick, uot plastered but 
whitewashed; the ceilings (in accordance with the legulatiuiis) mil v 
12 feet high .The beds have woollen mattresses. Water-closets 
aud lavatories with slate sin lis are attached to the wards. The latter 
are wanned by fireplaces, and there are ventilators in the ceilings 
and walls. A dead-house lies separate. 

The cost of constructing this infirmary was about £4000. The 
workhouse contains day-rooms and dormitories; the latter have mostly 
10 beds, with reasonable space between each. The kitchen is high, 
and contains steamers for boiling vegetables. The corridors are 
warmed by hot pipes. The wash-house does not contain any machines. 

There are two lying-in charities at Oxford. 

The Royal Berkshire I/onpilnl, Reading. 

In the rapidly-increasing town of Reading, which numbers about 
40,000 inhabitants, a hospital was founded in 1839, and additional 
buildings were constructed ; the establishment can accommodate now 
150 patients. 

The plan of the building is peculiar, and I therefore append a 
sketch, from which it is seen that part of the buildings staud round 
a court, but other newer parts are exposed to the free circulation of 
the atmosphere. All the wards, the old as well as the new ones, 
have opposite sash-windows ; some of the latter are very high, and 
contain three compartments ; the patients receive ample cubic space, 
which varies between 1400 and 1700 feet. The nurses' rooms are 
extremely well arranged ; we find lavatories with slate slabs, and the 
water-closets well ['laced but not warmed ; the stairs are of stone, and 
the principal corridor is broad. There is unfortunately no means of 
warming the bath-rooms, but the baths are comfortable ; they are of 
zinc painted white, aud glazed tiles. The walls arc plastered ; some 
white, others coloured. They burn gas, but a large ward is provided 
with one burner only, over the mantelshelf. 

The passages are warmed by coils of hot pipes, the wards by 
large fireplaces. The principal means of ventilation are trap-doors 
in the ceilings, and ventilators in the walls over alternate windows. 
The floors, excepting those in the new wards, are of deal. 

There is a large new ward built out at the back ; it was opened 
1866, and can accommodate 20 patients. It is high and lofty, 
has opposite windows, three on one side and seven on the other 
they contain three compartments each. Walls and flooring are 
improved principles; warming and ventilation as in the other wt 
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The water-closets, baths, and lavatories are at the farther end of the 
ward. They are also on improved principles, but the space allotted 
to them seems somewhat limited, owing most likely to the circum- 
stance that an end window was desired. 

The out-patients' department is on the ground-floor of the old 
part, and affords relief to a great number of applicants. 

A new large and airy convalescent room was added two years 
ago; a patients' library has been recently instituted by the chaplain. 
A large kitchen is in the basement ; made higher by carrying the 
floor lower ; steamers are a recent addition. 

The nurses come from the Eath Institution ; and I cannot for- 
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Fig. 38. — Royal Berkeiiirk Hospital, Reading (F: 
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bear remarking that the red (Garibaldi) flannel jackets they wore at 
the time of my visit are not a very appropriate dress. At that time, 
of all the 120 patients not a single one was an acute case. A 
nurse's home and servant's wing, lately (1881) added, form a detached 
building, aud are connected with the main hospital by an open arcade. 
The square yard formed by the buildings standing round it is now 
open at the part where the chapel stood, the latter having been 
pulled down. 



170 



ENGLISH HOSPITALS. 



Sheffield General Infirmary. 
In the town of Sheffield, which has lately increased with unex- 
ampled rapidity, we find a large general infirmary for 200 patients 
which was built in 1797, hut has heen recently enlarged, The 
building was originally erected in the country, but the houses now 
extend to it. It ia, however, surrounded by large grounds. As seen 
by the plan, the building has the ahape of the letter |_. The old 
portion is built on the block, the more recent additions on the cor- 
ridor plan. The medical officers are of a unanimous opinion that 
the patients make a better recovery in the old building than in the 
new ones, and sometimes the patieuts are transferred for this reason 
from the latter to the former. The wards are not large — for 8 or 
12 patients— affording 1300 cubic feet to each. The walls have a 
yellow and not very pleasant colour, which may have been selected 
on account of cheapness. Brattices are found over the doors for 
ventilation, and ventilators in some of the ceilings, especially those 
under the cupola. Where the windows are opposite, a simple con- 
trivance is used for admitting fresh air even at night The lower 
sash is raised, and a hoard half a foot wide placed as a support under 
the lower border. The air finds its way into the ward by ascending 
through the open space left between the lower and upper sash. 
There are Amott's valves, but they are not used, and do not act. 
Open fireplaces are used for warming the wards, and hot flues for the 
passages and halL They are also day-rooms. 

The water-closets are all well placed ; there are lavatories and 
baths of zinc coated with enamel ; four cisterns supply the water. 
They are of iron coated with a patent paint. The pipes are of 
lead, and not being properly protected against the cold they had 
burst shortly before my visit by the water freezing in them. A 
museum is on the upper floor ; it contains many specimens of black 
lungs. 

The kitchen, which iB in the basement, has only open fires for 
cooking. The wash-house is detached; a machine stands in the 
centre. 

As regards the administration, admission is by letter ; but there 
are numerous accident cases always admitted at once ; they afford, 
together with the medical cases, ample means of instruction to the 
pupils visiting the hospital. There is a resident and assistant medical 
officer, physician.-:, surgeons, and nine or ten nurses. 

Fever patients, who were formerly received into a special and 
separate part of the house, are now admitted into the general wards, 
and, as I was informed, with no evil consequences. Neither medical 
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men, nurses, nor patients had caught the disease since this change 
was made (now some years ago). 

There is a rich medical library, and a patients' library, founded 
fifteen years ago by the chaplain, and kept in his office. It contains 
two thousand volumes, presented by friends or bought with money 




Fig. 37.— Sheffield General Infirmary {First Floor). 
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voluntarily contributed. The books are of various descriptions, 
religious and philosophical works, novels, etc. They afford enter- 
tainment and useful instruction to the convalescents, and as these 
exchange them between themselves, the chaplain, who kindly and 
judiciously superintends this department, is not much troubled. 
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Sheffield Public Hospital and Diq>r,nsary. 

This is a small hospital for 105 beds; originally it was a dis- 
pensary, founded fifty years ago, hut recently wings have been added 
to the centre building- The latter contains committee-room and 
offices, and has three floors ; the wings are on the block plaa with 
opposite sash-windows, and are of two floors only. The centre part 
lias open verandahs instead of corridors. The wards contain about 
10 beds, and there are a few side -wards. They offer nothing 
remarkable as regards construction. 



The Salop Infirmary, Shrnosfmry, 

stands on elevated ground, near the river Severn ; it ia a building 
five stories high. There are 1 7 wards on the three upper floors ; 
2 on the ground-floor. They all lie in front or back of a central 
corridor, which traverses the building and has water-closets and 
baths at each end. Twelve of the wards are end-wards, and have 
windows on two sides. In 1875 and 1876 the ventilation was 
improved, shafts were run up through the building from bottom to 
the top. The number of beds is stated as 140. 



The Staffordshire General Hospital 

lies outside the town, surrounded by gardens. There is a central 
part, four stories high, and 2 three-floored wings. Attached to 
one are fever wards for 24 patients. The basement is used 
for economical purposes and the out-patient department. There 
are small wards containing 5, 6, and 9 beds respectively on the 
ground-floor, the principal wards on the first floor, lock-wards o 
the second. Some of the passages are narrow. One hundred and 
twenty patients may be accommodated. Heating is by open fires 
in the wards. Ventilators are in the windows and in walls where 
necessary. A day-room was recently set apart for use of con- 
valescents. 

Taunton and Somerset Hospital. 

The hospital is situated in East Reach : it consists of an old 
central part, four stories high, and two new wings. Ninety patieDts 
find accommodation. The new wards are much superior to the old 
ones ; they have opposite windows and perforated zinc plates for 
ventilation, and ventilators near the ceilings besides. They are 
heated by open fires. 



ROYAL HANTS COUNTY HOSPITAL, WINCHESTER. 173 



Swansea Infirmary. 

The new infirmary, opened about ten years ago, has replaced 
the old one established 1817. It consists of two pavilions con- 
nected by a how-like passage. There are large wards on the first 
floor containing 24 beds; they are warmed in winter-time by open 
fires. Large sash-windows are used for ventilation. The lavatory 
and water-closets are in turrets (C) separated by lobbies from the 
wards. Eye-wards are in block B. The out-patients' department 
is on the ground-floor. 

One hundred and thirty patients can be accommodated. 
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Whitehaven Hospital, 

Smaller than the lost one (for 56 beds), but, like it, also 
possesses an old part which is deficient in many respects, and a new 
one which affords improved accommodation to the patients. 



Royal Hants County Hospital, Wincliester. 
Anew hospital was erected in 1857. The plan of building 



much resembles that of the Royal Surrey County Hospital, Guild- 
ford ; there is a centre building and large wards attached to it on 
both sides, These wards contain 1 8 beds ; have opposite sash- 
windows; nurses' room and ward-kitchen are on the inner side ; baths, 
lavatories, and water-closets, built out of the main building at the 
outer end. There are 5 large wards and 3 special wards on three 
floors, containing altogether 108 beds. The house is heated with 
hot-water pipes from two boilers in the centre, 

Windsor Infirmary. 

This institution is occasionally visited by her Majesty the 
Queen, who is very pleased with the arrangements. In its present 
form it has beeu in existence since 1857 ; it was originally a dis- 
pensary. The building is one floor high, and, having been recently 
enlarged, can accommodate 30 patients; a central corridor runs 
through the house, and the wards open into it. There are 3 
principal wards — one male for 8 beds, a female one for the same 
number, and a smaller accident ward. They are lofty, have walls 
coated with Parian cement, coloured green, and opposite windows ; 
two of which are, however, small and placed high. The beds have 
woollen and horsehair mattresses ; the wards are warmed by open 
fires and have ventdators in the windows and ceilings. The latter 
communicate with the roof. There is an operating-room, with sky- 
light only. 

The management is in the hands of a committee ; a medical 
officer and a matron live in the house. There is one day and one 
night nurse. The washing is done in the infirmary. Bradford's 
patent machine is used. 

South Staffordshire General Hospital, Wolverhampton 

for about 100 beds, situated in the town, built in the H shape; 
it has three floors over a baBement ; the wards are rooms situated 
in front and back of a central corridor. They are heated by fires ; 
the foul air is drawn into channels by a fire, which is in a central 
shaft. The corridors are heated by hot-water pipes. 

All the nurses live in the house (in the attics), A new laundry 
was built in 1879. The dirty linen is put in closed washing-boxes 
filled with soup and water; they are rotated by steam power for 
fifteen minutes. The linen iB next placed in rinsing machines, 
then in a hydro-extractor, then in the drying-room. 
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Worcester General Infirmary, 
for the same number of beds, contains large wards, and these afford 
a cubic space of at least 1300 feet to each patient. The beds stand 
far apart ; the floors are polished ; there are plenty of apertures for 
admitting fresh and letting out foul air. 

York County Hospital 
stands in ample grounds ; it contains only 4 wards for 20 
patients, each divided, however, by party-walls into four unequal 
compartments. They were heated originally by hot air, which was 
forced in by machinery, and eduction-pipes led off the foul air. The 
windows did not open at all. After preserving this system for nine 
years (1850-59) it had to he given up, because patients and medical 
officers complained ; and there are now open fireplaces, and the 
surgical operations have much better results. 

English Military Hospitals. 
These are only small buildings, as the army is not numerous, and 
it is rare that more troops than one regiment is quartered at one 
place. The construction consequently offers no difficulties. For 
one regiment the Commission appointed for improving the condition 
of Barracks and Hospitals consider a hospital containing 60 beds 
sufficient. Two wards are on the ground-floor, with windows on both 
sides, divided by the staircase, the superintendent's little room between 
them ; offices are on the first floor ; kitchen and dispensary in the 
yard, connected with the principal building by covered galleries. 
The cubic space for each patient is 1500 feet, or 1800 in warm 
climates. The wards are warmed by open firegrates, and, as a rule, 
there is no artificial ventilation. Of course the Herbert Hospital is 
built on an entirely different plan. {See next page.) 



Naval Hospital, Haslar, Portsmouth. 
I mention this hospital briefly, on account of 
the singularity of its construction and the large 
number of patients it can receive (nearly 1200). 
It is destined for marines, and the buildings 
form a square, open on one side, but they stand 
in a double row, leaving a space between them. 
All the wards have windows on both opposite 
sides, and contain 14 beds. 
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The Royal Victoria Hospital, Netley. 

This is a large hospital -liospice, built on tbe corridor plan, with 
which a school for medical officers of the army is connected. 
consists of a number of buildings. 

We find a long front building, containing wards for 9 or 1 
patients. They have opposite windows looking on one side int 
the corridor. Behind this building stands another, which contains 
offices for administration and the dispensary, and is connected with 
the front building. A long block, with two wings, stands farther 
at tbe back. It contains dead-house, wash-house, etc., and separa- 
tion-rooms for iufectious diseases. A corridor runs on its ground- 
floor, and connects it with the other building. 

The establishment, considered as a large convalescent institution 
at the seaside, seems to be well adapted for tbe purpose, and con- 
tains many modern improvements. 

Hospital Tents, Marquees, and Huts; Floating Hospitals. 

They are used in time of war. The Commission for improvement 
of Barracks and Hospitals recommend the following dimensions : — 
The tents 14 feet-in diameter and 10 feet high; the marquees 33 
feet long, 12 feet broad, 5 high at the sides, and 12 feet in the 
middle. Both should have ample openings around the top of the 
poles, for ventilation. It is very important that tbe ground be 
properly selected ; all damp or malarious districts to be avoided; 

Huts are of wood or iron, built a little above the ground, and 
roofed over. They should have the proper number of inlets and 
outlets for ventilation (ridge ventilation), and require fire-grates 
in cold climates. The Commission for improvement, eta, consider 
the following the best arrangement : — fffffff because the 
wind sweeps freely through. The next best plan would be (en 
iehelon) __ _ if there is no room to place the huts 

in onB __ line, or they might be placed in quad- 

rangle form if the enclosed place is ample I I . 



Floating Hoxpilah, Hospital Ships, 
are used in time of war (see American Hospitals) ; ships should not 
be used for hospitals in time of peace. It is advisable to place 
fever cases and contagious diseases on separate slaps. The hospitals 
should he well ventilated, and the greatest care bestowed 
cleanliness and disinfection. 
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HOSPITALS IS MALTA. 



Malta. 

Of the proposed hospitals and other public buildings only a 
very small part is as yet finished. The plans were prepared by 
Mr. H. T, Wyatt of London, and are throughout on the pavilion 
principle. 

There is a military general hospital ; it consists of six pavilions, 
of which two are smaller than the others. They are two floors high, 
placed parallel to each other, and the block for administration stands 
in a rectangle to them, as in the plan of the hospital of Philippe- 
ville. There are two separate buildings for nurses and buths 
respectively. 

There is further an asylum for aged and infirm persons, 500 of 
each sex. It is composed of eight pavilions two stories high. Four 
of them stand round two large rectangular courts respectively; in 
the centre of each court is a day-room. The buildings for washing, 
cooking, offices, bed-carding, etc., stand detached at the back of the 
said courts. A new feature is that the water-closets and lavabos are 
constructed on modern principles. 

Closely connected with the above are the Orphan Asylum and 
the Female Prison, the Male Prison, and the Magdalen Asylum and 
efonnatory. 

A civil hospital for 290 beds will receive the incurables and the 
sick. Double pavilions (similar to those of the Herbert Hospital) 
stand on each side of a spacious yard; they contain wards for 32 
beds, water-closets and baths at each end, dining and day rooms 
lietaehed, but accessible under corridors. Two small blocks for 
contagious diseases (for male and female patients respectively) stand 
detached at the back. 

The cubic space for the patients is 1500 feet. The roofs are 
used for promenades. 

Lastly, there is a Lunatic Asylum, which is already occupied. 

We might feel surprised that so many large buildings are 
iroposed for the poor of Malta, as the island contains only 6000 
uhabitants ; but I am informed that half of them are paupers, and 
the number of female paupers is especially large ; further we might 
wonder why nil the buildings are placet! close together. But this is 
considered preferable on account of centralisation. The locality 
where the buildings will be situated is considered as the most 
liealthy on the island. 
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INDIAN HOSPITALS. 

The hospitals in East India are native or military hospitals, 
former are generally sheds, where the sick natives are often placed, 
not on beds but only on mats. The patients receive nothing but 
medicine; they do their own cooking as prescribed by their religion. 
According to the descriptions given of the buildings, they are 
deficient in every particular, and need much improvement. 

The military hospitals are not quite so bad as the native ones, 
and have become lately the subject of greater attention. There 
are some points of particular importance in their construction 
First, as regards the site : swampy and malarious districts have 
especially to be avoided ; the soil should not only be dry, but 
foundation where the hospital is built covered with concrete, 
wards, as all authorities agree, should be raised from the grouni 
So great an amount of disease and death has been traced in China 
to the circumstance of Europeans' and soldiers' dwellings being close 
to the ground, that this mode of building has been thoroughly 
abandoned. In hospitals the basement or ground lloor should 
used for offices and stores only. 

Double roofs are now generally employed, and made slanting 
not terraced. They can be arranged for ridge ventilation. Doubh 
verandahs (an inner and an outer one) are considered by Dr. Gordon 
preferable to single ones, although they darken the room. The 
Bengal standard plan, aa proposed by the Commission for Improvi 
ment of Barracks, etc., in India, is on the same principle- 
outer verandahs are open, the inner ones glazed, and there are 
I — | great many opposite doors and windows. Thoi 
I — I verandahs can he dispensed with in Italy and Spain, 

' — I — I — ' they may still be a necessity in India. I should, how- 
ever, think single ones preferable ; and they might perhaps, 
many instances, be replaced by double Venetian blinds. 

The privies are generally approached by passages ; the I 
mission recommends that they should be detached, and also 1 
outbuildings ; and a good plan is to arrange the buildings 
ichelon. 

Nowhere is cooking more neglected than in India 
present moment, Dr. Gordon writes, there is not, with one or twi 
exceptions, a cooking-range in any regimental hospital; the cooki 
place is only a " chula," i.e. on the ground ; there are no means < 

1 Mies Nightingale ; Dr. Gordon, jinny Reports 0/ India, London 
Churchill, 1866. Report of the Commission on the Sanitary State of t 
Army in India. 1863. 



iave 

the 
The 
mi* 
bin* 
dose 
jhly 

: 

uble 



THE EUROPEAN tJENEKAL HOSPITAL, BOMBAY. 179 

cooking a pudding; rice is baked in the cinders. The cooks are 
untrained, and obtain less wages than servants. 

Warming is not needed in India except on the hills. As for 
ventilation, other rules have to be observed than with ua. First, 
the cubic space allotted to a patient should be larger, at least 1800 
feet, and 2000 in unhealthy places. Secondly, the great object is, 
not to obtain pure air from outside, but pure and cool air. For 
tills we find various appliances used in India. The thermantidote 
is a fan by which the air is propelled into the rooms, and forced 
through wet scented grass roots. There are the punkahs ; they are 
suspended from the ceiling at short intervals, and kept swinging 
over the heads of the patients by coolies. Tatties are light bamboo 
frames, in which the slender roots of a fragant grass, kuskus, are 
arranged. (For engravings of these, see Jieport of the Commission, 
p. 428). Tiie tatties are placed in the doorways on the windward 
Bide, and kept well watered; they are called inestimable by Dr. 
Gordon. 

As regards the system of nursing and attendance in Indian 
hospitals, I only mention the fact, confirmed by several writers, that 
one matron to a battalion is considered sufficient, and that medical 
men and nurses often live at a great distance from the building. 

The European General Hospital, Bombay. 

This building was constructed after a design of Mr. T. Roger 
Smith, architect, of London, which was approved of in the year 
1864. I copy the plan {see p. 180) from the Builder, and the 
tdlowing u an extract from the description : — 

The whole building has a frontage of 500 feet, and is 66 feet 
liiglu The ground -floor is raised 3 feet above the level of the 
surrounding ground, and this story, which has a clear height of 14 
devoted to receiving, dispensing, and accident wards; living, 
sleeping, and bath-room3 for various officers, and to other similar 
services. 

The two upper floors have a clear height of 18 feet, aud contain 
the wards (1), which are on the first floor 23 feet 6 inches, and on 
the second 24 feet wide. Adjoining is a surgery (2). On the first 
floor over the " Porte-cochere" is placed the chapel (3), forming one 
limb of a kind of transept, while at the back the other limb of the 
transept on the same floor 13 occupied by an operating (5) and nurses' 
(6). In front of all rooms — front and back— stretches a ver- 
andah 1 feet wide. Portions of this will be made use of by the 
servants, and hence scullery and nurses' room are not needed. At 
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each extremity baths and lavatories are found ; and separated from 
these by a wide space, with a free current of air always playing 
through it, are placed the conveniences. Stairs and floors are lire- 
proof. 

Hoists (4) are in the centre. The ventilation is carried on by 
windows, which are very lofty and opposite each other. The lower 
part of each window has casements acting like doors. The upper 
part has casements hung at the bottom to transoms and opening 
inwards. Ventilating openings arc also provided close to the ceiling. 
In each window-frame there are hung not only glazed casements 
opening inwards, but also casements filled with Venetian blinds 
upeniiig outward, and it is also proposed to supply means for closing 
when necessary the outer openings of the verandahs. 



Missionary Hospital, Canton. 

Dr. Hohson has from time to time given reports on the above 
establishment. The building can receive between 150 and 200 in- 
patients, but the out-patients' department is of great importance. 
The yearly number of out-patients is 2000. Dr. Hohson had the 
assistance of a native, and the dispensing is done by two coolies. 

IRISH HOSPITALS. 

is regards construction, they are almost all built on the corridor 
plan, and have no artificial Bystem of heating or ventilation. As 
for regulations, their system of admission is on more liberal principles 
than in England ; no letters are required, and no disease is excluded, 
with slight exceptions. Medical and surgical cases are generally 
fonnd in equal numbers. In some hospitals out-patients receive 
advice only, but no gratuitous medicines, in the same way as we 
find the consultations gratuita in France. Paying patients are 
received into private wards. IMigious orders attend to the nursing 
in some institutions ; committees manage the affairs of the hospitals ; 
medical schools are attached to almost every Dublin charity; the 
medical officers generally attend in rotation ; medical officers of 
workhouse infirmaries do not supply medicines. 

Belfast Royal Hospital, 

established 1817, is situated in the town, has four floors ; the base- 
ment is used for domestic purposes, the three other floors almost 
exclusively for wards. The corridors run in the centre of the 
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building, and have wards in front and behind ; they are shorter in 
the two higher floors, as the end wards extend from back to front 
There are about 160 beds in 15 wards; the latter are mostly small. 
There are no contrivances for ventilation, but perforated zinc panes 
in the windows and louvres over some of the doors. Open fires 
warm the wards. The bedsteads are of iron, without curtains, and 
have flock or hair mattresses. The nurses reside in the house. 
Nine medical officers attend to the patients. Four surgeons and 
five physicians visit the hospital. 

A number of smaller hospitals were recently opened in Belfast, 
one for consumption, 4 beds, established 1880 ; one for skin diseases, 
erected 1874, 20 beds; one for children, opened 1873, 50 beds; 
one for eye and ear diseases dates from 1867, 30 beds; Samaritan 
Hospital, established 1873, 30 beds; Convalescent Hospital, 1877, 
30 beds; Throne Hospital for Chronic Diseases of Children, estab- 
lished 1874,32 beds ; Ulster Eye, Ear, and Throat Hospital, opened 
1874, 30 beds; Ulster Hospital for Children, established 1872, 20 
beds. A small Lying-in Hospital dates from 1794. Belfast has 
about 100,000 inhabitants. 



Adelaide Hospital, Dublin, 

is for Protestant patients; has 140 beds, 21 for children. The 
building is live stories high; most of the wards are in the three 
upper floors. Windows are on one side only, the corridors on the 
other. Fever patients are in a separate bouse. 

There are eight medical officers and a medical school ( 
with the institution ; admission is by governors' letters. 



City of Dublin Hospital, 



i connected 



founded 1832, enlarged 1851, for 130 patients, originally a school- 
house, and therefore not without defects ; there is, however, ample 
cubic space allotted to the patients. The arrangements for heating 
are on the usual plan, and so are the beds, windows, water-closets. 



The House of Industry Hospitals. 

Three Government hospitals, close together and under 
management, contain 312 beds, and receive all classes of dise 
without letters and at any time. They afford ample means ■ 
instruction to numerous students and resideut pupils. There : 
firsts 
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The Hardwicke Fever - House. — It is three stories high. Two 
large wards (I) for 17 beds are separated by a staircase. A con- 
valescent ward is built out at the bock. The nurses' room (n) lies 
lietween the wards. 




Front 

Fig. 41.— Habbwiukb Fever Hobpitax. (First Floor). 

2dly. The Wldlwortk Hospital is a very regular building, and 
well arranged. The wards contain generally 10 beds; the water- 
closets are built out at the ends near the sculleries. 



** U-D — ^ 

Front. 

Fig. 42.— The Wiiitwoeth Hospital, Dublin (Ground- Floor). 

H. HalL Sc Scullery. N. Nurse. 

3dly. Richmond Hoxpitid, originally a d welling- house ; very de- 
fective, and long condemned as a hospital. 



Jervis Street Hospital, 

founded 1721, was originally a private house ; it holds about 60 
beds. The nursing is in the bauds of Sistere of Charity. Ten 
medical officers attend. 

Maler MLwrirordia Hospital 

was founded in 1861 by the Sisters of Mercy — a religious order; 
is situated north of Dublin, in ample grounds of its own, and is the 
largest hospital in Dublin. 
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The buildings surround a court, similar to the Rudolphstiflung. 
200 feet long by 160, are three stories high, aud large and lofty 
corridors, with fine arched roofa, run along the inside. They have 
large end windows, and numerous side windows, looking into the 
yard, with small windows opposite the latter communicating with 
the wards. 

In the centre part of the front building aud in front of the 
corridor we find the out-patients' department, on the gwnaid-fioor; 
one small ward is at the back ; two large wards for 8 beds, and 
2 cribs lie on each side of the centre, and there are 2 private 
wards at the farther end adjoining them. The same arrangement 
exists on the first floor ; but on the second 2 small wards are cut 
off at the inner end, in addition to those at the extremity. The 
large wards are 60 feet long, 17 wide, and 18 high, and afford 1800 
cubic feet to each bed. In one corner is a bath enclosed by a 
wooden partition, in the other a cloth-press. The water-closets are 
built out into the yard. The heating is by open fires. 

The wards contained in the buildings at both sides of the yard 
are larger; they accommodate 28 patients each, and there are two 
of them on each floor. The corridor runs along the inner side 
facing the yard, and some portions projecting on the outer side 
and in the centre from the buildings serve for side-wards aud the 
requisites. 

The sisters and the chapel occupy the building which closes the 
court at the back ; the latter might as well have been left open by 
disconnecting the residence of the Bisters and the hospital. There 
s space enough for this arrangement, 



The Meatk Hospital 

lies in the country to the south of Dublin. It has 120 beds, and 
three floors over a basement; the wards are mostly small, belli nd 
and in front of a corridor; none of them contain more than 10 beds. 
The windows have perforated zinc panes, aud the ceilings ventilators. 
A celebrated school is attached to the hospital. 



Mercer's Hospital, 

established 1734, is situated in the centre of Dublin, surroumhii 
by a crowded neighbourhood. It contains 110 beds. The wards 
are irregular in shape ; most of them open into corridors. Here we 
find wooden bedsteads, without curtains, straw mattresses, and 
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Lien of water-closets or privies only night-stools (unless this has been 
changed lately). A new wing has been added recently for 50 beds. 



8tt Pwm' Betpital. 

Established 1720. It lies to the south-west of the town, some- 
what low; it contains 250 beds, if we include the fever-house. The 
buildings are erected round a square yard of moderate dimensions; 
a spacious corridor runs along the inner side. The wards have 
opposite windows, which on one side open into the passage. There 
is ample cubic space for the patients on the ground-floor, where the 
ceiling is 1 5 feet from the floor ; but in the second floor the height 
uf the wards is only 7 J feet, and the roof is sloping; therefore the 
cubic space allotted to the patients is not sufficient. The bedsteads 
are of iron, and have straw mattresses, and in one ward (aceident 
ward) the floor is tiled. 

There are further St Vincent's Hospital, established 1834, 120 
beds, and attached to it a convalescent hospital, 24 Iteds ; Combe 
Lying-in Hospital, opened 1826, 40 beds; Rotunda Hospitals, estab- 
lished 1745- — one for lying in, the other for diseases of women ; Sir 
Patrick Dun's Hospital, 100 beds ; St. Michael's, established 1876, 
40 beds; a Lock Hospital for 150 beds, females only; two small 
hospitals for eye and ear diseases; two for children containing 30 
beds each ; also an orthopjedic and lunatic hospital, a Maison de 
Sante, and a fever hospital (Cork Street) for 200 patients; it was 
established 1704, and consists of four blocks, each four fluors high. 

Limerick 

is a town of more than 50,000 inhabitants. The Harrington Hospital 
was founded 1829 by the Baron of the same name and his sons, 
originally for 150 patients; their number is now greatly reduced. 
It has a fine site near the river Shannon. It has four floors, the largest 
wards have a length of 80 feet, a width of 19 feet, and a height of 
1 5 feet. The windows are opposite to each other. The affairs are 
managed by a committee. A medical school and out-patients' de- 
partment are in connexion with the hospital. 

There is a county hospital for 10O beds ; a fever hospital, 100 
beds; a maternity. 12 beds. Four district poor law medical officers 
attend to the poor, each with a salary of £100 ; and two medical 
officers are attached to the workhouse. 



SCOTCH HOSPITALS. 

They differ from English hospitals in reference to the regulations, 
which are more liberal, fnr admission. Besides the out-patient* 
department we usually find a district department, which sends i 
visiting medical officer to the sick poor; bis prescriptions are made 
up at the establishment. 

Abei'dttn Royal Infirmary. 

A hospital for 250 beds, established 1739, rebuilt 1834, three 

floors high, consisting of an old central part and two new wings 




Front 
Fig. 43. — Aberdeen Rotal Infirmary (First Floor). 

added to it, but it is generally half empty. The water-closets, with 
one exception, are well placed ; originally they were in the centre 
of the building, and the drains run under it. For wanning we find 
fireplaces. As seen in the engraving, the wings of the hospital in- 
terfere and impede the ventilation of the central corridor. The cubic 
space for each patient is about 1100 feet. At the hack of the build- 
ing two pavilions for fever patients are found. Admittance is free ; 
at least a householder's certificate is sufficient, the case requiring 
hospital treatment. The Lord Provost presides over the comiuitte 
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There is a childrens' hospital for 30 beds, and one lor incurables, 35 
beds. Aberdeen has 47,000 inhabitants. 

Arbroath Infirmary 

is a Union infirmary for 60 beds, not quite up to the standard of 
modern requirements. Water-closets without lobbies open into the 
wards on the female side ; there is no resident medical officer, 
nor even dispenser ; medicines are supplied by contract at so much a 
bottle. Two nurses reside in the house. There are perforated zinc 
plates in the upper part of the windows for admitting fresh air. 

Dundee Royal Infirmary, 

opened 29 years ago; it stands on a hill overlooking the Frith of 
Tay, and is built in horseshoe form, a corridor running along the 
inner side. It contains 280 beds in large and small wards; the 
largest have 2 6 beds each, placed between a pair of windows. ' They 
allow ample cubic space, about 1400 feet, to each patient. Fever, 
smallpox, and lock-wards are separate. The whole of the bath-room 
and water-closet accommodation in the house has been completely 
renewed : the containing projections much enlarged, and all the pipes 
and basins put in anew, and the whole well ventilated — all the soil- 
pipes being carried above the roof, and disconnected below. A series 
of pipes heated by hot water has been laid in every corridor, and in 
every projection in the house. The air introduced from the back of 
the house is well warmed in the corridors, and then admitted into 
the wards to aid the open fires there in use. There are two visiting 
physicians, two visiting surgeons, an aural surgeon, an ophthalmic 
surgeon, a pathologist, a medical superintendent, and a medical 
assistant. 

Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. 

The new infirmary was opened two years ago ; it has replaced 
the old building, which dates from 1736, and is now used for fever 
patients. The new hospital is exclusively built at the expense of 
voluntary contributors, exceeding £300,000, and is on a magnificent 
scale. It is constructed after the pavilion style, and an old building, 
George Watson's Hospital, was with great ingenuity made the centre 
round which the new blocks are grouped. It was converted into a 
home for nurses and resident students. The site is extensive, there 
being nearly 12 acres of ground, and the latter is sloping from 
north to south. The administrative department is in a central block 
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four stories high with a high clock-tower. The pavilions forpatieal* 
are ten in number; — four medical, six surgical, their loii^ km* i- 
nearly from north to south, and they are connected by corridors, one 
story high, except the connecting passage of the surgical pavilions, 
which has two stories. The pavilions have three ward-floors and 
an attic. The medical wards are 111 feet long, 28 feet wide, 
and 1 5 feet high ; they contain 2 1 beds, 
and each patient enjoys about 2200 
cubic feet of air. The walls are coated 
with cement painted, and the floors of 
deal stained yellow. The windows are 
2 feet from the floor, and reach near 
to the ceiling. Their lower part con- 
sists of sashes with an upper pane in- 
clining inwards. The latter may he 
fixed at will in a desired position by 
the nurse using a long pole. The usual 
appendages are in round towers and 
entered from lobbies with cross ventila- 
tion. The soil-pipes have all 3-inch 
ventilating pipes going up to the top of 
the turrets, 

"j£:d"S JffiS The wards are wanned hy three lire- 
FMKW). places; some of these are Galton grates, 

c. m'k""" '" u. SS! 1 ^d steam » made use of in the corridors. 

f£*?oSi*rti««. Klwirt™ 1 "" There are a great many inlets for fresh 
J;;^;™^ :,':",:;. air, and outlets for vitiated air, but there 

b "mi linen .].,.ot. * su"™"* """ > 3 some doubt whether the desired 

, Slat TiComdor. effect yft fc( , attamedi 

There are small side wards with 2 beds, convalescent rooms, 
two theatres, and all the usual appendages of a hospital on im- 
proved principles. 

The medical hospital eoutains 276 beds, the surgical 295 beds, 
total 571 beds. 

It is well known that the medical school connected with this hos- 
pital is of European fame. Patients are admitted on liberal principles. 

The other charitable institutions of Edinburgh can only be men- 
tioned by name : The Royal Hospital for Sick Children, established 
1860, 84 beds; the Home for Cripple Children, 20 beds; the Eye 
Infirmary, 6 beds ; two Ear Dispensaries ; the Hospital for In- 
curables, 44 beds, established 1874; Chalmers' Hospital, estab- 
lished 1864, 40 beds; Leith Hospital, G8 beds; and there are a 
few more dispensaries. 
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The Glasgow Western Infirmary 

is a recent pavilion hospital, opened 1874. It contains 3S0 beds — 
200 medical, 180 surgical. The wards are on three floors — 31 of 
large size, 15 small for one or two beds. The large wards have 
opposite sash-windows ; they are 78 feet long, 26 feet wide, and 15 
feet high. The hospital is visited by five physicians and four sur- 
geons. A medical superintendent lives in the house, and students 
attend to lectures given there. 
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Glasgow Royal Infirmary. 



Glasgow, a large town of more than half a million inhabitants, 
and an industrial centre, has a largo hospital — the Royal Infirmary, 
containing 532 beds. It was established in 1794. It is badly 
situated, but surrounded by ample grounds. It consists of three 
different parts, each five stories high, viz. the old infirmary, the 
former fever-house, and the new surgical wards. Each section con- 
tains large wards having opposite windows, and smaller ones in ad- 
dition. A peculiar feature is that the fireplaces are in the middle 
of the wards. Spring mattresses are in some parts of the hospital. 

The old building has the form of the letter J_ reversed. Two 
large wards in a line are separated by staire and offices, and the third 
part stands out at the back of the principal building. Small side- 
wards and the usual appurtenances are at the ends. There are 218 
beds. 

The old fever-house has a central part and two wings standing 
in a line. In the wings are large wards for 20 beds ; smaller side- 
wards are in the centre. Since 1876 it has been used for the re- 
ception of surgical cases, and itcontains 174 beds. It is connected 
with the surgical house by means of gangways on each flat. 

The new surgical hospital, opened in 1861, is built on the 
modified block system. Two large wards are separated by the stair- 
case ; the usual side-rooms are at the farther end; two fireplaces 
are in the middle of the large wards, back to back, and ventilating 
tubes ascend in the space between them. The cubic space allotted 
to each patient is ample. The closets (Jennings' patent) are as far 
away from the wards as possible. The house contains 144 beds. 

A special fever hospital has been opened in 1870. It is a muni- 
cipal establishment, into which all infectious diseases are sent. It 
consists of separate pavilions, which are only one story high. The 
original ones contain 2 acute wards for 10 or 11 beds, and 2 
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convalescent wards, with baths, sculleries, nurses' rooms, and water- 
closets built out at the sides. There are opposite windows and sky- 




Fig. 45.— Glasgow Suboicaj, Hospital (Fibst Floor). 
B. Bath. C. Clerk. FP. Fireplace. 

N. Nurse. R. Day-room. 

lights. Convalescent patients can step into the garden without 
desceuding any steps. 

The wards are heated partly by fireplaces, and partly by hot- 
water pipes running along the sides ; they are ventilated by windows 
and skylights opened by rope and pulley, and by letting fresh air 
enter and pass over the pipes. The drains are all outside the 
buildings. 

[5 — jj The resident officer lives in a separate 

house, and is superintendent of the whole, 
including the artificial ventilation. 

There is only one class of nurses, and 
they watch at night in rotation, because 
it is thought important to have as good 
nursing at night as in the day time, and 
not an inferior class of nurses for night 
duty. Great care is taken for supplying 
a proper diet to the patients. 

550 beds can now be placed. 



Fig. 4S. — City of Glasgow 
Fkveu Hospital. 
A. Acute ward. 
a Bath. 

C. Con val Decent ward. 
8c. Scullery. 
N. Nurse. 



The Greenock Hospital 
stands near the river Clyde, 35 feet higher; consists of the fever 
hospital, a regular block for 80 beds, and a general hospital for 14( 
beds, irregularly constructed. Both are perfectly divided the one 
from the other, although attached and standing in a line. 

The cubic space is in some wards rather limited ; open fire pi at 
are found for heating. There are wards with opposite windows, and 
others with windows on one side only. 

Montrose Royal Infirmary 
consists of a central portion and three wings, the former one flc 
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liigher than the latter. There are 52 beds; we find 2 large 
wards in the back wing and 1 in each of the other wings, contain- 
ing 12 beds. The windows are opposite, and contain punched glass 





Fig. *7.— Montbose Royal Infirmahv (Fimt Flooh}. 
Sc. Scullery. St Stairs. 

panes ; there are ventilators in the ceilings and walls. Besides fire- 
places we find hot-water pipes which run round the wards. 

Paisley Infirmary, 

for 132 beds, is built in the form of a T- There are three floors 
and 1 1 wards, with opposite windows excepting where the wards are 
united to the central portion. 

There is nothing to be noticed, hut that the closets are not well 
placed, as they open into the wards. 



FRENCH HOSPITALS. 

The most remarkable establishments are found in the capital ; 
but those of the country are not without interest, especially the 
convalescent institutions. The Paris charities continue to be im- 
proved by the exertions of the Central Administration and its able 
director. As a striking difference in the arrangements of hospitals, 
1 may mention that they contain a great many baths, more than 600 
altogether, and they are used in some institutions by out-patients. 
Another peculiarity is the consultations gratuites at the hospitals. 
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where advice is given but no medicines. Instead of dispensaries we 
fiinl twenty buroiu.i: de biaifaisaiiec, which are also under the Cental 
Administration, but distinct from the hospitals. The service i 
domicile is connected with them and well regulated. 

As means for medical education the Paris hospitals stand very 
high, and they offer a good opportunity to a large number of interna 
to enlarge their professional experiences at the bedside. Contrary 
to the uses in other countries, the internes are not permitted to 
obtain the license to practise " the doetorat." They have to gw« ap 
their appointment first, and are consequently not allowed to practise 
as long aa they reside in the hospitals. 

The number of accouchements in hospitals is comparatively 
greater in Paris than in London, where more are confined at their 
homes. 

Bordeaux Hospital. 

Bordeaux is a large seafaring place, with more than 200,000 
inhabitants. The hospital named St Andre, established 1329, was 
rebuilt from 1825 to 1829, It was one of the first hospitals con- 
structed on the pavilion plan, according to the principles laid down 
by the Commission of the Paris Academy. The hospital is constructed 
on almost exactly the same plan as the St, Jean Hospital of Brussels, 
only the buildings for administrative purposes are more confined ; 
the pavilions are larger, and intended for a larger number of patients. 
In front we find the chapel and some offices. We enter a large 
square yard, surrounded by the open gallery which connects the 
pavilions on the first and ground floor. In a transverse building 
closing the yard opposite the entrance, we find the kitchen and 
dining-rooms. Two smaller square yards are behind this part. The 
dispensary is between them, and still farther behind are the operating 
theatre, the wash-house, coach-house, and post-mortem rooms, but 
all connected by the gallery. 

The pavilions are five on each side ; they have nine opposite 
windows on their longest sides, but the pavilions on the right side 
farthest removed from the entrance have only seven opposite win- 
dows. Nurses' rooms and a scullery are built out of the blocks 
near the passage, and baths, latrines, and side-wards are arranged at 
the other end, just as hi the Hospital St. Jean. The number of 
wards is 24. Those for males have a length of 42 m. 50 c, a width 
of 7 m. 80 c., a height of 5 m. The largest wards for females are 
36 m. 50 c. long, 7 m. 80 c, wide, and 5 m. high. The number of beds 
is 650. The floors, formerly of bricks, are parquetted, the walls oiled, 
There are fireplaces and stoves for warming, eduction-channels for 



PARIS HOSPITALS. 

M bad air healed by gas-burners, and openings in the walls for 

rvsh air to enter. A fan was formerly used for injecting air. 

There is a hospital for children up to the age of fifteen ; it contains 
350 beds. A general hospice is found in the country; it ] 
24 hectares of ground, 150 beds for iucurables, 300 for 

wople, and a maternity department of 40 beds. 



Paris Hospitals (see next page). 

St. Antoiiu 

situated in the suburb of the same name, and surrounded by 
large grounds and gardens. It was formerly a convent, and was 
opened in 1795 as a hospital Two arms were added some years ago. 

The new wards have opposite windows, and contain 24 beds. 
The latrines are not at the ends but in the centre. Water-closets 
ire also found. Some of the wards are ventilated by a fan, unless 
this lias been given up lately. 

The hospital was formerly overcrowded, and the corridors were 
used for wards. A new pavilion was added to it in 1882. 

Beaiijon 
consists of an old building, and four pavilions opened in 1844; 
they are connected by a gallery. The institution occupies a large 
piece of ground, separated by one street from the Pare de Monceau. 
The entrance is from the main road, but the buildings near it are 
occupied by offices. 

The old and new wards are very different ; l*T 
the former have spinal walls, open at the 
ends; seven opposite windows; they are 60 
feet long by 40 wide, and only 1 feet high ; Fi ^ iS _jj ew Wakd or 
cubic space 1500 feet. The new wards have Beaujox Hospital, Paris. 
the same length and breadth, but are 15 A. Scullery (w.c. oppo- 
feet high ; the cubic space is 1800 feet. "*•'*. 

They are greatly superior to the older wards. <-,' corridor" 1 r °° m ' 
A room for 2 beds adjoins them near the 

staircase, and the conveniences are at the other end. The chapel 
is at the back. 

The system of heating and ventilation is that of Van Hecke; 
the air is injected by the action of a fan with two blades, and in 
winter time passes over coils of heated pipes, placed in an air- 
chamber, before it enters the wards. The foul air finds its way out 
by apertures near the ceiling; the water-closets are warmed. 
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Vfflpitdl Bidua, 

liiU'il in the north-east of Paris, is established in ail old building, 
mt on a favourable site. It is not yet opened, but will be so in a 

, and will accommodate medical mid surgical cases. 



Buttn. 

This is a large almshouse, founded in 1656, for aged, infirm, 

1 insane moles. The building is an old chateau in the country, 

large size, but not so large as the Salpetriere ; the number of 

is also much less. There were, some years ago, about 3000, 

>ut this number is now greatly reduced. The number of beds for 

insane is 620. An infirmary is attached to the institution, and a 

library and servants' school have been lately added. 

The buildings stand around nine yards, mostly square, and the 
most recently constructed are worth a visit. The Prison de BicStre, 
which stood inside the enclosure, was removed about 1836. A 
library, common baths, and lavatories are of recent origin. 



CkuriU 

has a less favourable site than most Paris hospitals ; it is in the 
centre of a busy neighbourhood. It was founded in 1637, but 
enlarged at different times. The buildings surround two square 
yards, and one arm branches off at the back. Part of the hospital 
was lately reconstructed. 

In some wards the ceilings have Wen made higher. The ward 
;. Charles, containing 25 beds and nine windows at each side, had 
four cupolas placed in the low ceiling, by which light and air may be 
aitted. It is heated by two caloriferes. The beds are 3 feet distant 
from each other, and have spring mattresses covered by tliin mat- 
Long wards have been divided by partitions of wood and 
i, and day-rooms arranged with open fires. The floors are waxed. 
Water-closeU) were built to replace the latrines, which dated more 
than 100 years ago. There are movable baths of copper, and others 
of zinc, painted. The common baths are on improved principles, and 
iclude douches, fumigation, and sulphur baths, bidets for female 
MtSents. 
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Les Cliniques 



is a hospital in tlie Quartier Latin. It serves, as the name implies, 
for clinical instruction. The building was formerly a convent, and 
reopened as a hospital in the year 1834. It has tiled floors, 
and there are other objectionable arrangements. The wards were 
frequently overcrowded, which now is less the case. 

The beds are divided between surgical and midwifery cases; 
there are 74 beds for adults, and 56 cribs. There are 6 lying-in 
wards. 

Hdpital Cochin, 

one of the smallest hospitals in PariB, was founded in 1780 hy a 
clergyman of the same name. The old part is built on the corridor 
plan : the corridor has two large wards in front for 1 7 beds each, 
and two small ones for 6 beds are built out at the back. The stairs 
are in the centre, and at both ends; the water-closets are badly 
placed in the corridor. The chapel is opposite the front entrance. 
Nurses' rooms are partitioned off from the wards, 

A new " Maternity " is connected with the Hospital Cochin. The 
wards contain 10 beds for females who have been confined, and a 
crib to each. The cubic space allotted to them is very ample. Tlie 
wards have opposite windows ; there are only two wards on one 
floor, and a staircase is interposed between them. They are warmed 
by open fire-grates placed opposite the entrance, and by tubes, which 
pas3 from a calorifere in the basement straight up and through the 
wards to the ceilings. 

Hotel Dim. 
This hospital was erected near the site of the old building of 
the same name, opposite the Cathedral Notre Dame de Loretto, in 
the centre of Paris. It was begun in 1866, but it took about ten 
years before it was finished, as the building operations were discon- 
tinued for several years during and after the Franco-German War. 
The plan of building much resembles Lariboisiere ; the pavilion! 
branch off in a rectangle from the passages, which form quadrangles. 
There are more wards arranged in the passages between the pavilions 
than at Lariboisiere. Here are also found day-rooms for convalescent 
patients. There are three principal pavilions for males, and three 
for females ; the space between two long sides is 37 metres. It is laid 
out in gardens. The large wards contain 26 beds, and have large 
opposite windows. The ventilation is by these and air - channels 
heated by gas-burners. There is a number of wards for 6 
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and about 40 patients may be accommodated in small wards con- 
taining 1 or 2 beds. The necessary appendages are arranged at the 
inner sides of the pavilions. 

The wards on the ground-floor are higher than those of the first 
floor. Medical and surgical cases are received into the hospital, and 
lectures are given there. Supplementary wards are arranged not far 
from the hospital, but it is intended to vacate tliem as soon as the 
Hospital Bicliat is opened. 

Hospital Lariboisiire. 

The site of this hospital is in a northern suburb of Paris, not far 

from the Northern Railway Station. The building consists of a 




Fig. 49.— HOBI'ITAL LAlllWJIMlfellE (lilWUNI) FLOW!). 
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number of pavilions three stories high, connected by passages, 2, 
which are only about 10 feet high, and the roof of which serves U 



There are six pavilions on each side of a large yard (whose a: 
is nearly from north to south) ; there is a small entrance-yard a 
two smaller yanls at the back, where we find the chapel 
the entrance, 1, and porter's lodge, 4, we find to the right t 
directors' rooms, 3, to the left those of the foonomt. No. 6 it 
destined for the medical officer of the day; No. 7 for out-patients; 
8, dining-room for officers ; 9, kitchen. This is a large room, about 
50 feet by 20, and has two very large ranges and several smaller 
ones. In one of the former we find eight large cast-iron steamers 
in the upper part of the stove for cooking soup, or bouillon. A 
separate fireplace for roasting is heated by wood. Near the kitchen 
are the storerooms and sculleries, 10. 

The rooms in the first floor over 7, 8, 9, 10, are used by tl 
steward and officers ; and in the second floor there are bedrooms fu 
the officials. 

No. 11 is the dispensing department, well lighted and airy ; con- 
tains six large tables, covered with metal. The cabinet of the heac 
dispenser is at one end, so that he overlooks the whole room. On 
the other side, 13, are stores and other requisites of a dispensary 
15 is the committee-room for medical officers and the lavatories. 
the first floor over 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, are directors' rooms, head a 
Bub-dispensers', and resident medical officers' ; 16 is the closets. 

The three nearest pavilions are for patients — the males on t 
right, females on the left. Each floor contains a nurse's room, 19 
scullery, 20; a large ward, 17, for 32 beds; and a small one for 2 
18; the latrines are at the farther end, 22. There are no l 
closets, but water is thrown down the drain from time to tim 
there is an iron rail in place of the seat Close by is the foul-1 
room, 21. The large wards are 115 feet long, 26 wide, and 16 fee 
high ; cubic space for a patient, 52 metres, nearly 1900 cuhi< 
The walls are coated with Tartan cement, light green and polishec 
the floor is wainscot (parquet) ; it consists of sexagonal oak blo< 
glued together, beeswaxed, and polished. Sixteen windows, eight o 
each side, give ample light; they almost reach from the floor to t 
ceiling, being about 1 1 feet high. The beds stand in double rows, 
2 between two windows, the sides against each other, but leavin 
a space between of mora than 10 feet. The bedsteads are of ire 
and have spring mattresses and white curtains ; the window-curtains 
are also white. 

Between the first and second pavilion i3 a library for patient 
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23 ; between the others, couvalesceut-rooms, 24, some of them now 
used as wants; 25 are sisters' rooms, 2)5 their staircase; 27, stores; 
over 25, 26, and 27 are sisters' rooms on both floors; 28, baths for 
females. 23 for males; 30, chapel; 31, vestry; 32, wash-house; 
33, drying-oven; 34, for ironing. Overhead are rooms for stacking 
the clean linen and sleeping-rooms for servants; 35, operating 
theatre; 36, surgeon's room; 37, dead-house and post-mortem 
rooms; 38, common dressing-room for all the patients; 39, stables; 
40, coach -house. 

Wash-house. — A sister is at the head. All washing is sorted by 
the sisters ; that of contagious patients is removed from the wards 
to a separate place ; also very dirty linen is not washed with the 
other, as it is subjected to a higher temperature in separate tubs. 

The followiug is the process : — The things to be washed are 
soaked in cold water ; they then come under the action of hot ley ; 
they are afterwards washed with hot water and soap, then rinsed, 
pmnUflfl. and dried. 

The washing-pan and four tubs are 
in a large room, 18 feet high. The 
tubs are of wood, 6 feet wide, 4 feet 
high, and divided in two parts by a per- 
~ forated board (n), the lower 
' „ part (bb) contains the hot 

~ ~ • ley, the surface of which is 
4 inches from the board ; 
on the latter the cloth is placed. The 
hot ley is heated by the steam pipes 
(■Id) to 212 degrees; it is pumped up- 
wards in the centre by the pump (e), 
and thrown against the cover (g) of the 

tub, from which it falls on the cloth, through which it percolates, 
and the proceeding is repeated ; (c) is a hot-water pipe. 

The stone pan in the centre of the room is 39 feet long, 18 feet 
wide, and has four compartments — the largest one for cold water, two 
smaller for hot water, one being for the linen of contagious patients, 
and one for hot water and soap; round this the washerwomen, 25 
in number, stand, each in a wooden chair or stall. 

The washed cloth is wheeled on little carnages into the yard or 
drying-rooms (stchoirs). In the latter the drying is effected by hot 
air, which ascends through chinks from below. 

Warming and Ventilation. — We find two systems of heating and 
ventilation in Laribuisiere. On the female side the Leon-Duvoir 
system is in use. The water is heated in the boiler, 1 (Fig. 51), 




and expanding, risi.'s upward. The pipes, 2, take it to a tank nt 
reservoir, 3, from which it finds its way, 4, to the several floors and 
back to the boiler. On each floor the water-pipes pass through four 
stoves. 

The ventilation is caused by the heat of the reservoir, 3, to which 
all the foul-air channels lead. The reservoir, containing several 
divisions, forms a large surface, from which heat is thrown out 




Fig. 51. 



The foul air ascends through the channels formed by these divisions, 
and ultimately escapes by a chimney. Fresh air continually replant 
the impure, being admitted through channels which end in the outer 
walls and communicate with the stoves. As these are warmed in 
winter time, the pure air gets heated before it enters the ward. A 
patient is said to receive 20 cubic metres of pure air per hour. If 
it is wished to admit the air unwarmed, the water is shut ofi" from 
the stoves. 

The following is the second system, the system Grouvello-Thomas- 
Laurence. There are four stoves filled with water in each ward; 
this water is heated by steam pipes from a boiler in the cellar, each 
pavilion having its own boiler. 

The ventilation is by forcing in, or injecting, the air. An air- 
shaft, higher than the chapel, communicates with a cellar, where a 
fan is placed. This fan or ventilator has four wings or blades, bent 
to an angle, and revolves very quickly, viz. 400 times a minute; it 
is set in motion by steam power. It draws the air from the shaft 
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and forces or injects it into a channel which takes it to the wards. 
The air passes through the stoves in the wants, and from their forty- 
eight apertures and some openings iu tiio flooring it mom up to 
the ceiling with a considerable force, and replaces the foul air at 
the ceiling, which finds its way out through apertures near the 
floor. 

The smaller rooms for 2 beds have a separate stove. Each 
patient is said to receive 60 cubic metres of fresh air per hour. 
With regard to this, however, it might be urged that the patients do 
not breathe this pure air before it is more or less mixed with that 
of the ward. 

If it is necessary to ventilate without heating, the steam is shut 
off from the stoves and pipes. 

Remarks on the Systems of Warming and Ventilating in Larilxri- 
»Ure. — As regards the warming, both systems are satisfactory. The 
wards can be heated to a temperature of 62 degrees, and higher if 
Duvoir's system is extremely simple, easy to regulate 

to superintend, as it requires only one man who has to look 
the fire under the Ixiiler. The temperature may be increased 
rapidly and without difficulty. The stoves keep warm for a long 
time, as great quantities of hot fluid circulate. The other system 
also answers well ; I think an escape of steam happened once. 
Repairs are certainly rare. The air is not dry generally, but its 
humidity has sometimes to be augmented by wetting the fans. 

These artificial systems of ventilation are objected to on the 
ground of unhealthiness. It is said, that not only is the air less 
sweet than where doora and windows are solely relied upon, but 
that people die faster, and operations are less successful than else- 
where. 

Now to accuse the ventilation for all this is not quite fair. 
First, windows and doors are certainly used to a considerablo extent 
in Lariboisiere. Duvoir especially employs no other means in summer 
during the day ; and in the wards on the male side the windows 
are not so rigidly closed as is represented elsewhere. 

As regards the death-rate, it is admitted that no circumstance 
influences it more than the regulations for admission. Where 
admission is free, the mortality is always higher than where it is 
limited. 

In Lariboisiere, nearly one-third of the patients are tuberculous; 
a great many clinical cases are admitted, and the number of light 
small. It is necessary to mention these facte, in order to 
explain that Lariboisiere has a high death-rate. It could not be 
compared in this respect with the London charities ; but if com- 
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: with Vienna, its death-rate would be found > 

On the other hand, do one can deny that the expectations have 
not been fulfilled, which were baaed on theoretical n Imrarinns, and 
that the enormous costs of eotwtrnctioB are not repaid by corre- 
sponding tangible advantages. 

The existing means for ventilation, if not relied upon exclusively. 
nay certainly I* used with great benefit in the hospital 
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One dirwtor lives in the boose ; one fyownae; six ofl 
nested with the bureau ; sixteen male and nine female 
besides the aum&nien and rtliffUuaa. There are six pi 
and two surgeons, who receive 1500 fr. each; twelve internet (r 
500 or 400 fr. according to time of service) ; one he 
dispenser (2700 fr), and eight assistants (600 or 400 fr.). 

Tin: physictane visit their wards each day at eight o'clock. 

The annual expenses for each bed are 911 fr. ; the average a 
aj ■ pgtiant i>er day 2-J fr. 

'I In: laundry undertakes the washing for two other institute 
beside* I-arilxiisierc. 

A school of medicine is connected with the hospital. 

Lock Hospitals. 

\a\ Lourcitie is the female lock hospital, opened in 1836; it con 
tains 243 beds, 24 of which arc for midwifery cases, It 
bo visited without special permission. 

Midi (THopital du) contains 336 beds ; it is a special hospital for 

veil ■ dwi.'fi us, males only. li is built around several mam 

yards, uud offers nothing worth notice as regards construction. 
was brought Into notice by Eicord, whose open-air lectures wen. 
held there. Some of the patients make small weekly payments. 

St. Louis. 

An immense building, one floor high. It consists of many 
blocks, which stand around square yards. 

Its origin dales from the time of the great plague, when 68,000 
people died of it iu one year at the Hotel Dieu (1606). It was 
constructed and opened during the reign r.f Henri IV., and bears 
the name of King Louis, who died of the plague. It 
opened before 1612, and serves now for the reception of contagions 
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and skin diseases, including itch, struma, tinea, etc. It contains 
813 beds — viz. 608 for medical, 155 for surgical, 32 for midwifery 
cases, and 18 cribs. 

The wards are of great length, having lint few windows. These- 
are opposite to each other, six or seven on each side. There are 
square wards in the corners of the quadrangles ; they contain 9 
beds, but the large wards have from 37 to 39. The wards open 
into each other, as there are no corridors. I found floors of red 
brick, but this may be changed now. The ceilings are very high (on 
Italian models) and arched. In some of the large wards wooden 
partitions are found, 1 feet high. The wards are wanned by three 
stoves or caloriferes ; open fire-grates were formerly used in the 
square wards, but they are bricked up. The blocks, with few 
exceptions, are only one story high. 

Of all the arrangements, the baths are the most interesting to a 
medical visitor. They were founded in 1816, and recently improved. 
They are not only used by the in-patients, but also by out-patients. 
Twelve hundred to fifteen hundred baths can be given daily. All 
kinds of medicated and vapour-baths are found, and hot plates for 
warming the linen, and linen-shoots. Various apparatus are used for 
hydro-therapeutic purposes. A great many persons visit the baths 
at one time, and strict order is kept by the officials. 



VSdpittU Seeker 

adjoins the Rue de Sevres, and contains 418 beds; is built in the 
form of a quadrangle, partly open at one side; but the ends of the 
wings are connected by a gallery on the ground-floor. The build- 
ings have three floors. There are wards for 20 and for 6 beds 
each ; the windows are opposite in the former. The attendants' 
room is between the larger wards ; water-closets and baths are built 
out at the ends of the wings. The number of hatliB is 12. 

The system of heating and ventilation is the same as at Beaujon. 

La Pitit. 

The building date. 1 * from the year 1612; it can accommodate 719 
patients, there being beds for medical cases, for surgical ones, for 
to be confined, and cribs. 



La Sn/pttriirc 
is a large almshouse in Paris for females, including lunatics. There 
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are forty-five different buildings, which have 4682 windows, and 
stand mostly around rectangular courts. As Tenon mentions, there 
were once 8000 inmates at one time, but this number is reduced 
at present to about 3000. The actual number on July 1, 1862, 
was 2635 epileptics and idiots; 1513 lunatics, 109 waiting to be 
sent elsewhere; 7 "78 servants and officials; the total number 
being 5035 persons. At present there are IB medical officers and 
23 dispensers; 553 officials, 120 journeymen workmen, 1 director, 
1 steward, 

A large laundry is attached to the Salpetriere ; it does, or did till 
lately, the washing for five other institutions — Hotel Dieu, Beaujon, 
Charite, Les Cliniques, and La Boulangerie. The inmates are 
divided into different sections. 

The infirmary of the Salpetrierc contains 300 beds, and was at 
one time celebrated as a school for the science of mental diseases, 

L'Rdpital Tenon, in Afdnilmontanl, Paris. 

L'Hopital Tenon, 635 beds, lies in the extreme east of Taris, 
on the Menilmontant heights ; was opened for patients in 1878. It 
is a pavilion hospital ; the pavilions are connected by passages where 
no patients are accommodated. The pavilions have three tloors over 
a basement and attics, except two isolation -pavilions, which are one- 
storied. The wards of these are 25 m. 80 c long, 8 m. 60 c. wide, and 
5J m. high. The cubic space for each of the 22 patients is 100 cm. 
There arc twelve opposite windows reaching near to the ceiling. Ceil- 
ings and walls are cemented, and all corners rounded off. Water 
and steam are used for wanning, and a fan may be used for injecting 
air. Lying-in and smallpox wards stand separate in the grounds, 
which are laid out in gardens. 

Hospitals for Children, 

L'Hopital Trousseau, so called in memory of the late Pr. Trous- 
seau, formerly was named Ste. Eugenie in honour to its late patroness, 
the Empress. It was opened in 1853, and the name changed by 
order of the Prefect, 1881. It is situated in the Rue Charenton, 
Faubourg St. Antoiue, and has beautiful grounds. 

It contains 427 beds — more than 300 for medical, the rest for 
surgical cases. Particular care is bestowed on the baths. 

Les Enfants Malades — instituted 1802, for 600 children, only 98 
beds being reserved for surgical cases — has been subjected to severe 
iiitin-iM liy different ant burs as an unhealthy hospital. 
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Tliree annexes, or country hospitals, are in close connexion with 
establishments. They are, first, the Hopital Berck-sur-Mer 
de Calais). It is composed of pavilions, two floors high, having 
windows (fifteen on each side) ; they stand in parallel lines, 
are connected by galleries, and the chapel is in the centre. The 
buildings are close to the beach. Scrofulous children are received. 

The other is l'Hopital Forges -les-Ba ins, consisting of two prin- 
cipal pavilions, connected by a centre building. The establishment 
in the country, about 24 miles from Paris. Anticlinic children 
; admitted. 
A third one, la Roche-Guyon, is of recent date, for convalescent 
children, boys only. 

Other Institutions which arc under the General Administration. 

In addition to the " Hospices proprement dits," there exist 
some special institutions of a similar character. The " Hospices 
Fondes " are almshouses founded by private persons, and with 
peculiar regulations. 

I. — Hospices Fondes. 

1. Fondation Boulard. 

It is destined to accommodate twelve or thirteen aged males 
who formerly belonged to a better class of society, and is situated at 
Saint Michel {suburb of Paris). 

2. Fondation Br&dn. 

It contains 325 beds, 16 standing in the sick wards. It 
was founded by the proprietor of a large foundry, who died about 
twenty years ago, and is intended for poor artisans aged above sixty 
years, especially brass-roundel's, locksmiths, etc. It is situated in 
the country (Dt-partement Seine et Oise). 

3. Fondation Dcvillas, 

for working men, aged sixty years or more, containing 35 beds. 
It is situated in Paris. 

4, Chardon-Ztigacke, and 5, Le.noir-Jousscran, are similar institu- 
tions lately added. 
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THE AISLE DE STE. ANNE. 



II. — Maisoxs de Rethaite. 

These establishments serve iia a retreat to those of the poorer 
saes who are not quite denuded of all means. 

1. Les Manages (Rue de la Chaise) 
contains 1400 beds, the infirmary 70. Married couples or 
widowers and widows are admitted; the former pay £128 on ad- 
They receive board and lodging and small sums of money 
(seven shilhngs a month). They must be aged sixty years or more. 

2. La Rochtfoucavld, 
situated in a suburb, contains 24ti beds, 20 in the infirmary; is 
intended for poor officers in the army, impoverished clergymen, or 
clerks. 

3. Sainte Purine, 

at Auteuil, contains 289 beds; the infirmary can accommodate 34 
persons. It is intended for aged couples. 



III. — Maisok Municipals he Saxte. 

Tin's is a hospital for paying patients. The number of beds is 
340, and the payment varies from four to fifteen francs per head per 
day, according to accommodation. Those who pay the latter sum 
have a bed and sitting room for themselves. 

T/ie A&tie de Ste. Anne. 
The Asite de Ste. Anne was opened on the 1st of May 1867 
for the reception of patients, and viaited by many persons on the 
occasion of the International Medical Congress. 

The site of the asylum is in the outskirts of Paris at the end of 
the Rue Ferrus, between the exterior boulevard and the fortifications. 
It is but a short distance from the Lock Hospitals and the Observa- 
toire. The buildings cover a large space of ground enclosed by a 
high wall, and are somewhat removed from the thoroughfare. They 
consist of an admission block ; another for the administration, three 
stories high ; and eight pavilions — four for males, and four for females 
-two stories high, all connected by open colonnades. The latter 
enclose quadrangular plots of ground formed into gardens, and, being 



■ each other, am used by the different classes of patienta 
i are divided into tour classes, viz. the quiet, the Beau- 
quiet, the feeble, and the -e*"*-" 1 ones. There is a buildim 
floor containing the cells, the chapel, and the usual outhouses Tor 
hatha, fciti-Kwi, etc 

The admimatzatioD -pavilion contains the offices of the director 
and steward, rooms for resident medical officers, the linen-stores (on 
second floor), and one room for convalescents. 

The pavilions for patients contain the wards and accessories. 
The looms bare opposite French auiamia windows of iron, painted in 
imitation of wood, high op from the floor. They are locked, but 
can be opened by the same key that opens tbe door of the passage. 
The upper part is frequently made to incline inwards. The windows 
of the first floor are also secured by wire-work fastened on the 



The floors are parquet and lacquered. There are usually 16 
bedsteads to a ward, not too close together. They have spring 
mattresses, but no bed curtains. The wards are warmed in winter 
time by caloriferes, and also by hot air. The lighting is by gas. 
The windows serve for ventilation, as also the caloriferes, into which 
the outer air is admitted ; and there are a few ventilators in the 
ceiling. 

A recreation-room adjoins the ward. The tables have marble 
slabs. There is an open fireplace, with a sliding tin plate, which 
can be used to moderate the draught and save fuel. 

There are lavabos, with marble slabs. The water-closets are in 
little detached sheds in the yard. 

The number of cells is eighteen — nine for males, and nine for 
females. The buildings, where they are, are of semicircular form, 
having a corridor on the concave side and gardens on the convex 
one. The cells contrast favourably with the dark and confined ones 
of former times. They are roomy, containing a space of 89 
cubic metres, and light, having two windows and a skylight. The 
larger window (3 feet by 4) looks into the little garden, and 
is a sash-window ; the opposite one is over the door. The walls and 
floors are of wood, except a few padded cells ; they have the floor 
covered by a mattress. The door has a little eye-hole, in a brass- 
fitting, for observation. The furniture is composed of a bed with a 
spring mattress and a little table. The former lias a zinc drawer 
underneath the mattress to promote cleanliness. The convenience 
is a simple chamber of enamelled iron removable from the passage, 
A bell is touched whenever it is used by the patient to call the 
attention of the attendant The cells are sufficiently wanned (in 



THE ASILE DE STE. ANNE. 209 

winter time) by hot air and ventilated. There are lanterns in the 
wall, throwing light both into the cell and the corridor. To each 
fell belongs a little garden, separated by walls from the adjoining 
one. The outer side of the garden is closed by a wicket ; behind 
this the ground slopes till it reaches a high wall. 

The infirmary contains 36 beds, including itch patients. 
There is a ward for males on one side and one for females on the 
other side. The wards have opposite windows, open fireplaces for 
warming, apertures for admitting warm air, and ventilators in. the 
walls. The cubic space is very ample. 

Baths. — They were built by M. Bouillon on improved principles. 
The common bath-room has opposite windows ; they open inwards, 
and are high up from the floor. The lower parts of the walls are 
cemented. The room for sulphureous baths has cemented walls, 
which are oil-painted. The hydro-therapeutic appliances are similar 
to those in St. Louis. 

The wask-kouse is very commodious, and contains similar arrange- 
ments to the Lariboisiere ; hut the drying-stoves are on a new 
principle. 

The kitchen is spacious ; steam is used for cooking. 

Administration. — All the asylums are under the Prefect of the 
Seine Departement. The Asile de Ste. Anne is in a more advanced 
state than the others ; it receives principally the curable cases. In 
addition to the accommodation in the asylums, insane persons will 
be sent to and lodged with families in the neighbouring country. 
The distribution of patients to the different hospitals is under a 
central board, the Bureau d'Examen, which is located at the Asile 
de Ste. Anne. The patients remain during the time needed for a 
correct diagnosis in the admission-wards of Ste. Anne. Some who 
suffer from acute diseases with symptomatic delirium are also re- 
ceived, as also doubtful cases, in order to avoid sending any persons 
to a lunatic asylum who are not insane, this being what their rela- 
tions dread very much. Large farms are attached to the asylums. 

The Director of Ste. Anne is a medical man. He has a private 
house and gardens. There are four head physicians — one being 
attached to the admission-wards ; two internes; one dispenser, and 
two assistants. The nursing is in the hands of sisters of charity. 
The means for amusement are as yet scanty in Ste. Anne, such as 
cards, dominoes, etc. ; hut there will be billiards and a gymnasium. 
Some of the patients are employed in the workshops, others in doiug 
housework. No patient, unless infirm, is kept in-doors in fine 
weather ; and the strait-jacket is but sparingly used. 
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The Mimtpdlur Hospital a St. Eloi, 

built recently outside the university town of Moutpellier on a 
at a distance of 2100 m. from the " Maine." It stands in its i 
grounds of 21 acres, and consists of one-story pavilions, and may 
accommodate 600 patients. There are three separate divisions wili 
separate entrances, viz, the pavilions for male and female patient* 
connected by passages, the isolation-pavilions for patients with in- 
fectious diseases, anil the maternity, Besides, there are the admini- 
strative block of higher elevation, the laundry, common baths, ice- 
house, and post-mortem rooms. The large wards are 30 nx long, 8 
m. wide, and 7^ in. high. On one side a verandah runs, which 
a sloping roof, and is entered by seven glass doors from the ward 
Its width is 3 m. The walls of the wards are constructed of 
and double hollow bricks; the inside is covered with cement The 
roof is vaulted considerably, aud double, in order to let the 
circulate in the intermediate space and shut oft' the rays of the sun. 
The windows at the long side have at the upper part a louvre in- 
clining inwards. There is a ridge in the centre of the roof for 
ventilation. The wards may be wanned by two caloriferes from the 
cellar and a stove in the centre, where an open fire may be kept. 
the smoke being drawn downwards. Bad air may also be withdrawn 
by channels, in which a gas-burner may be lighted in summer time. 
The floors are made of tiles placed in cement. 

[QcJTJcnJ D DQ00DD DO DDIID 0|f Djy|f J] 
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Fig. 62.— The Montpellieu Hospital at Sr. Eloi, Franck. 
«. Ward. 6. Dining-room. c Single ward. 

d. Lavatory. t. Anteroom. f. Nurse or Attendant. 

g. Linen stores. i. Batli. A. Scullery. t. Water-closet. 

The nine isolation - pavilions contain 16 beds each, and the 
appendages are otherwise arranged. 

One of the pavilions is reserved for convalescent patieuta. 
Lectures are given at the hospital. 



French Military Hospitals, 

Bayonnc 

has a hospital for 950 patients; it is in use since 1844 ; it consists 
of five large pavilions ranged around a rectangular yard. The 
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•vilions, which are situated on each side of the entrance, have two 
its, the others three. The outbuildings, chapel, dead-house, 
wur baths, and engine-room, lie at the back. 
The principal wards are large, for 116 patients, and the beds 
nd in Jtim rows. The cubic space for each patient would be less 
a 900 feet if the wards were full, but they seldom are. 

Military Hospital, Phil ipp<:v ilk (Algeria). 

It was constructed in 1840 on a healthy and elevated site, on 
pavilion plan. There is room for 550 patients. There are five 
cks, all connected on one side by a long building, having galleries 
the side facing the pavilions. The wards have opposite windows, 
lere are day-rooms and common bath3. 

Military Hospital, Sidi-bel Abbas (Algeria), 

It was opened nearly twenty years since, is built in horse-shoo 
a, and can hold 225 patients. There are large and small wards. 
! peculiarity is a gallery running along on the ground-floor on the 
er side. It serves as a promenade, and connects the wards, 

L'Hdpital du Vol de Grdce, Ike largest Military Hospital in Paris, 

Part of it was opened for the reception of patients in 1814; 
ree new blocks were added in 1838. They have this similarity 
the Viucennes hospital, that they are divided into two equal por- 
ing by a central staircase. The eommotliUs were arranged on a 
novel plan, being in small detached pavilions approached by open 
Ueries from the main buildings. 

The Vinecimes Military Hospital 

a recent building. It was partly opened in 1859, and was con- 
dered by Dr. Lnrrey as almost a model hospital. It can accommo- 
366 patients, including twenty-one officers. Its site is excellent. 
.though in close proximity to Paris, it stands in a pleasant part of 
country, and opposite a beautiful park, the 1'arc de Vincennes. 
j near the main road, but separated from it by a large yard, which 
lid out with slirubs and walks, 
t mainly consists of two pavilions of considerable dimensions ; 
stand parallel, their ends looking towards the road, and are 
y a glazed passage which runs parallel to the road. The 
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wards are of considerable length, and for forty patients : bul 

are divided by transverse partitions 
into two or three smaller ones com- 
municating with each other. Each 
block contains au airy staircase in the 
centre. A different system of 1 
ing is in use in each ; in one block 
there are stoves containing water, which 
can be heated by steam pipes. Tb 
wards on tins side are ventilated b; 
fires. The foul air of the lower Boon 
is extracted by the downward draught 
of the fire which heats the boiler in 
the engine-house, but the vitiated air 
of the third floor is extracted by a fire 
in the upper part of the building, In 
the other block we find calorifires 
heated from the basement. There are 
no means for ventilation but the mautd 
of the caloriferes, and oue of the smoke- 
shafts of the caloriferes u Mad !"' 
extracting some of the foul air. 

The surgical cases are cm 
ground-floor, the medical on the first 
and second, and the syphilitic on ti 
third floor. Non-commissioned office 
are accommodated in the square r 
It contains 12 beds on the thro 
lower, and 10 on the top floor. 
few officers' rooms are on each floor 
lavatory and water-closets are near the 
staircase. 

The orderlies (120 in number) 8 

" in separate barracks ; the wash-house 

_. „ ,. „ is detached, but the kitchen is on t 

*!!■. f.3.— Vin-i RNMF.fi Military , _ ' _, . . 

Hospital (Riout-iiand Bux'k). ground-floor. This IS oue of the 

A. Court 

B. Covered gallery. 

C. Nim-commiflsioiicil sQmi> 



inch to a foot. . 



D. Ojinmunautd. 

E. Ailmiliislratiiin. 
LA. Lavatories. 

I. Wards. 



jfftionalilc arrangements. There a 
however, only a few patients on I 
ground-floor, viz. eye cases, and so: 
officers. 

There is a new military hospil 
storied pavilions. 
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Military-Naval Hospitals. 



There are some large military- naval hospitals in France — at 
Roehefort, St Mandrier, near Toulon, and at Brest. The Eochefort 
hospital is composed of pavilions connected by galleries ; it can 
receive 800 or 900 patients, but usually has not more than 600. 
The pavilions have two floors, and wards for 60 beds. The first- 
floor wards are constructed like attics, and the cubic Bpace for 
patients is, therefore, limited. Modern improvements have been 
lately introduced. 

There is a school of medicine connected with the hospital, and 
the clinical wards are attached in a somewhat novel manner to the 
other wards ; there is separate access to them. 

Toulon Naval Hospital 

is an old and large hospital; it can find room for 1300 patients. 
It contains large wards for 32 beds, and affords 12f)0 cubic 
feet to each inmate. It is so arranged that the corridors run on 
both sides of a ward, and also along the ends, similar to the double 
Indian verandahs. The climate being very hot, this seems excus- 
able, but no modern hospital (at least in Europe) should be built on 
this plan. 

GEKMAN HOSPITALS. 

Many of them are of great extent and ancient origin, and cele- 
brated for the medical schools connected with them ; but, as regards 
construction, many are defective. The pavilion system is not gene- 
rally adopted, but as a leading feature we fiud the corridor with the 
wards opening into it. Paying patients arc admitted into the charities 
side by side with those for whom the municipality pays. Admission 
is, generally speaking, free ; but the patients must be provided with 
medical certificates, which the medical officers for the poor generally 
supply. The hospitals are usually managed by a director, who is 
resiKinsible to a government or municipal board, and frequently 
assisted by a medical committee. 

Lunatic asylums exist in large numbers, but are, with some 
exceptions, not in connexion with hospitals. Almost every system 
of nursing is found iu the various charities. Dispensaries are not 
connected with the hospitals (the Jews' Hospital in Berlin, the Evan- 
gelical at Bonn, and a few others excepted), but with the universities ; 
they are free, and private institutions. 
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This old coronation city, famous for its mineral waters, 
a large hospital and smaller ones. The former is named Mariahilf 
or Catholic Hospital. It is favourably situated on a hill surrounded 
by extensive garden grounds outside the town ; it dates from the 
year 1854, and is built similar to Bethanien Hospital, Berlin. It 
has three floors, projecting parts and turrets, a corridor in front, into 
which the wards open. There are windows opposite the entrance- 
door, with perforated zinc plates in place of the lower panes. There 
are 1 2 (wooden) bedsteads in a larger ward, iron stoves, oiled floors, 
and airducts in the wall, without a fire to increase the draught ; there 
are self-acting water-closets badly placed. The corridors can be 
warmed by steam pipes. Number of patients in December 1880, 259. 
Kitchen and laundry are under the management of a sister (_£V«na*- 
kancrin). The wash-house contains wringing and other machiiic* ; 
the washing is put in hot ley for two hours, one ounce of soda to 
two pails of water. 

There is a small Evangelical hospital where the nursing is id the 
hands of deaconesses of Kaiserswerth, supported by voluntary con- 
tributions, with an out-patient department attached. 

The Military Hospital, " am Bomgart," is an old cloister, and 
there are sisters of mercy. The administration is in the hands of a 
committee composed of a surgeou -major (Oberdabsarzt), a captain, 
and an inspector. 

There is a poor-law hoard of eighteen members, two being medical 
men ; they are not salaried. They elect a new member when a 
vacancy occurs ; but the latter are appointed by Government. The 
city is divided into districts (six or seven) ; for each one a commis- 
sion exists, the parsou being president. There are about ten poor- 
law medical officers, and also clubs of working-men ; for each a 
medical man is appointed. 

AltotUt, 

The sister town of Hamburg-Aitona has about 90,000 inhabit- 
ants. There is a general hospital, which contained, at the time of 
the visit, 220 patients. It is built of red bricks, dates from 1860, 
stands in large grounds of its own, has a prepossessing exterior, and 
contains middle-sized and many small wards opening iuto passages. 
The wards are on the first and second floors, and water-closets with- 
out lobbies are found. There are good German stoves, with air- 
chambers — openings in the lower part of the doors and upper parts 
of the walls — for ventilation. There is an out-patient department 
to the hospital 
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Fig. 54. — Hambuhg-Altona Barrack- Lai arkt (Ground Plan). 
E. Kitchen. E. Railway near to back entrance. 
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A one-floored pavilion for medical and surgical cases stands in Om 
garden. 

The Hamburg-Altonn Barrack- Lazaret of 1870. 

This temporary hospital was built in July 1870 to receive 
patients- — medical and surgical — removed by train from the seat of 
the war. A large piece of ground opposite the Altona General 
Hospital, close to the railway, was covered with wooden huts or 
barracks containing 24 or 30 beds each. They were connected by 
granite walks, and the administrative buildings placed as seen in the 
woodcut. Seven hundred aud twenty patients could be accommodated 
The roofs were covered with tarred pasteboard ; the latter material and 
straw mats were nailed on the wooden boards forming the sides of tbe 
huts. The barracks were 24 feet wide, 1 2 feet high at the sides, 1.5 
feet in the centre, the length oo an average 90 feet. Part of the 
windows had to be blocked up in the winter on account of the cold. 
Three iron stoves stood in a barrack. For several months I had the 
temperature measured. The winter of 1870 to 1871 was excep- 
tionally cold; on December 24th the measurements were: — 



2 o'clock 
at night. 
-13°R. 



! o'clock 
+ 51° 



In the Open Air. 
8 o'clock 2 o'clock 

n the ninrning. p.m. 

- 9J° - 8" 

In Barrack No. 8. 
8 o'clock 2 o'clock 

a ihe morning. 



+r 



- in- 



8 o'clock 

n the evening. 

-121° 

8 o'clock 

n the evening. 



The wards were therefore often very cold ; but this did no harm 
to the patients, who were covered with extra blankets, whereas the 
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abnormal humidity of the air had a bad effect The openings in the 
ridges of the barracks were all closed up during the hard frost. Some 
s of pycemia happened in the surgical wards, so that a complete 
immunity of hospital diseases did not exist. 

There is a moderately- sized military corridor hospital at Altona, 
the wards of which are warmed by Haag's hot-water pipes formed 
into coils. A fan was formerly in action ; but it is not used now, 
for economical reasons. 

Aiigsbur/fcr Allgc menu's Knmkenham (Avi/sliiay HosjritaF). 

I mention this hospital, although I do not know much about it, 
on account of its absurd management It is of recent origin, warmed 
artificially (by Haag's water- stoves), and contains many modem im- 
provements. A benefactor left a large legacy for building it, and it 
could be constructed and furnished with some luxury. But as Pro- 
testants and Catholics were both destined to receive its benefits, and 
a3 they did not agree, it was, after warm debates, determined to have 
the Catholic and Protestant patients on separate sides of the hospital, 
and each part separately managed ; so that there are two kitchens, 
two dispensaries, etc., everything in duplicate, by which arrangement 
much unnecessary expense is caused. 



Berlin Hospitals. 
Betkanien Hospital 

was founded in 1847 by the late King. It is built on the corridor 
>lan, and has a centre building and two wings : it is situated on an 
elevated site, and surrounded by extensive grounds, and has a. very 
striking and imposing exterior; it does not contain more than 300 
or 350 patients. 

There are three floors over a basement. The wards, which are 
not large, contain 10 or 14 beds, but there are also separation-rooms. 
The windows are on one side only, and opposite the door. (See Fig. 
1, No. 4.) The wards allow 2000 cubic feet or more to each patient. 
Spacious corridors run round the whole of the inner side. Nurses' 
rooms and sculleries are between the wanls, and hot and cold water 
is distributed over the different parts from the reservoirs. The 
water-closets are near the corridors. The convalescent- rooms are in 
the centre, and a large balcony adjoining the children's ward allows 
all of them who are able to leave their beds to enjoy the open air 
during the day. 
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Tin' Wdsteads are of iron, and have a footboard; some ha' 
curtains and feather beds. 

The corridors are warmed in winter by steam, the wards by tilt 
stoves which stand in the middle- A singular plan of ventilation 
was tried, but failed. We notice green-coloured iron colui 
standing in the wards ; they consist of two tubes, one in the other. 
The smoke of the stove passes through a pipe into the inner tul 
which by this gets warm ; the outer tube has thirteen apertures at 
its base, into which the foul air is expected to enter and rise by the 
heat of the inner tube. These apertures can he closed. Fresh air 
is admitted, so that it passes through the stove «p to tbe ceiling. 
It was found that the effect was very slight. 

The engiue-rooms and kitchen are placed in the main building. 
Steam is used for cooking. An ice-pit and dead-house are 
and at some distance. 

The following is the system of admission : — The patient* 
generally have to pay, and there are two classes; one 
three shillings per day, tbe other half as much, but sonu 
are admitted free. 

The hospital is a general one for all diseases, bnt sotnt 
certain maladies are excluded for a time to prevent the outbreak 
hospital diseases. The administration is peculiar ; it is in the bands 
of a Protestant order. The pious sisters, called Dia/amissinnen 
attend to the nursing and dispensing, and occupy a considerable 
portion of the building. They keep a school where the novices are 
trained, and attend to the cooking and diet. The head sister lives 
in the hospital, and a committee meet from time to time to assist 
her in managing the hospital. A clergyman, a physician, and some 
other gentlemen form the committee. 

The DutJcvntasinncn engage themselves to attend to their duties 
as nurses for five years, after which time they may retire, but they 
mny leave sooner, esj>ecially if they marry, but then they have to 
give a certain notice. 

Catholic Hospital, Berlin. — Katkolisrhri (Hedwigs) Kraidvnhaut. 

This institution is situated in a crowded port of the town, Ham- 
burgerstrasse, aud has grounds of somewhat moderate extent attached 
to it. It consists of a centre building in front aud wings extending 
from the sides backwards. It ia three floors high, and holds about 
350 beds. It is built on the corridor plan, and tbe wards are small, 
for two to seven patients each. They have windows on one side 
only; the door leading into the corridor is opposite. 
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We find the nurses' rooms interposed between the wards in a 
similar manner to that in the Bethanien. Water is laid on to all 
the floors and water-closets, but there are no lavatories. 

The corridors are warmed by steam, the wards by stoves, and 
there is a system of ventilation by a central shaft leading to the 
roof, near which a ventilating fire is kept. But the effect is very 
limited. 

The hospital is supported by voluntary contributions, and managed 
by the sisters of St Charles Borromeus, whose head quarters are at 
Nancy, in a similar way as the Bethanien. Some of the patients pay 
tin.' same amount as at Bethanien (one thaler or half a thaler). 



Chariti Hospital, Berlin. 

This hospital consists of an old structure, to which several addi- 
tions have been made. The buildings are situated near the river 
Spree, surrounded by large grounds, and formerly some distance from 
any habitations. They contain from 1000 to 1800 patients. We 
find the principal and older portion built on the corridor plan in the 
form of an open square, enclosing a large yard or garden, plauted 
villi trees and shrubs. There are three floors; the centre building 
contains on the ground-floor the dwelling-rooms of both directors, 
on each side of a spacious hall, and their offices. On the first floor, 
which is about 14 feet high, we find surgical cases, the males on 
one side and the females on the other ; there are two large eye 
wards, clinical wards, and an operating theatre. On the second 
floor we find the medical clinical wards. The floors are lacquered 
and oiled, the windows croisees; the beds have flock or horsehair 
mattresses, and stand 4 or 5 feet apart. In the wings the 
ground-floor is mostly occupied by medical officers and the rooms 
of the officials, the two other floors by wards some larger, but 
most of them have not room for more than or 8 patients. 
They are connected by the corridor, but mostly open into each other. 
The attendants' rooms are interposed between two wards. 

Midwifery wards, containing SO beds, are in a separate block, 
which was formerly used for smallpox patients. It is at some 
distance from the other parts. It is not used in summer time, as 
the patients are transferred to the summer lazaret. 

A new kitchen was built some years ago, and attached to one of 
the wings of the old Charite ; it has three ranges, one for the patients, 
the second for officials, the third for medical officers. 
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Sinniiu'r Lazaret, 



This building is situated near the oldest part, but stands per- 
fectly free. It is one block 280 feet long, 51 deep, with portion 
projecting 25 feet from the centre and from both ends, There are 
only two floors over a cellar. The engine-room is in one of the pro- 
jecting parts ; it is, however, divided from the main building by ttu 
corridor, so that this arrangement is less objectionable than under 
other circumstances. Several rooms in the cellar, which is partly 
underground, are used to live in; this is an arrangement which 
would be objected to in this country. On the first and second floor 
are 4 wards — 2 for males and 2 for females — 56 feet long, 36 
wide, and 16 high, communicating with each other, They allow a 
cubic space of about 1800 feet to each patient when full. They 
are kept empty during winter time. The walls are stuccoed ; the 
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e Beblin C'HAarrfi Hospital (Ffekt Floob). 



windows high, but on one side only. On the other we find the corridoi 
(9 feet wide) lighted by twelve windows and two end win " 
The projecting centre contains the spacious entrance-hall on the 
ground-floor, and the operating theatre on the first ; besides some 
well-placed water-closets. The nurses' or attendants' rooms are inter- 
posed between the wards, and can be entered from them. The tea 
kitchens (sculleries) are arranged on a similar plan, but spaces fur 
the water-closets are cut out of them, and these open into the wards 
through, a small lobby. This arrangement is convenient for the 
patients, us they do not have to pass through the corridor, but makes 
it necessary to pass the drains under a part of the buililing. 

There are no means for heating or ventilation, but in the bath- 
rooms there are apertures which open into the smoke-shaft 

The dead-house is situated opposite the summer lazaretb on 
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elevated ground ; it is 95 feet long and 34 deep, consists of a ground 
and two other floors oyer a high basement. There are two principal 
and four or five side entrances in basement and ground floor. They 
are well arranged, and serve for conveying in or removing corpses, 
and admitting visitors and mourners, the students connected with 
the anatomical school, the lecturers, the medical men, and others 
attending an inquest. The basement contains a room where the 
dead are exposed (morgue), another where the post-mortems are made 
at an inquest, and side rooms for washing, medical officer, etc. 
From the basement the corpse can be conveyed into an ice-cellar. 
We also find a kitchen belonging to the chemical laboratory. The 
floor is impervious. On the ground-floor we find three dissection 
rooms for students and clinical professor, and the private rooms of 
the latter and his assistant There is a large amp] li theatre, with a 
table with a movable top in the centre. 

On the first floor we find large rooms used for microscopical 
instructions, and any one who attended Virchow's lectures must 
remember the tables with tramways on which the microscopes are 
moved. In addition there is a chemical laboratory. On the second 
floor is an anatomico-pathological museum. 

As regards the construction of the tables on which the dead are 
placed, they have borders, so that fluids cannot run off them, but 
are drained off through small holes. Water may be sprinkled over 
the dead bodies from jets. 

Tfte Lazaret Barrack {Lamreth Ba.racke), 

a wooden pavilion built 1866, and opened for patients 1867. 
The principal part has a length of 84 feet, a width of 29 feet, and a 
height at the sides of 13£ feet, at the ridge of 19 feet. There are 
balconies at each small side 1 0^ feet wide, and galleries at both 
long sides 4£ feet wide. The whole length is therefore 105 feet, 
the whole width 37£ feet. The walls are formed by a framework 
filled with hollow bricks, and lined by vertical boards inside and 
outside. The floor is 3 feet from the ground, formed by double 
layers of boards; the roof has three layers and ventilators in the 
ridge. There are 12 croisue windows at each side containing small 
glass jalousies. Twenty beds may be placed in the ward, and 10 or 
12 on the balconies. The warming is at present by iron stoves lined 
inside with chamotte. 

A new surgical hospital for light cases only stands near the 
above pavilion. It is built on the corridor plan, has wards for 10 
or 12 patients respectively on two floors, and may accommodate 



THE NEW (JHAKITE HOSPITAL. 



223 



about 100 cases. It is in use little more than two years. The wards 
are warmed by low-pressure water-pipes formed into stoves, and the 
corridors by hot air from the basement. The entrance-doors have 
gratings, through which the corridor air may enter. Some of this 
water-closets open into the wards ; they are ventilated by gas-burners 
placed into eduction -channels. 

Close to this building we find new lying-in wards for 28 lying- 
in women. Two wards, each containing 14 beds, are adjoining a 
centre part where the confinements take place. The wards are 
ventilated in summer time by ridge ventilation. 



7/ie New Chariti (Neue Charitff 

is an old building, three floors high, built in the horse-shoe form ; it 
is surrounded with and completely divided from the other parts by a 
high wall, and contains at times more than 500 inmates, including 
lunatics, syphilitic, 1 and prisoner patients. The impropriety of such 
an arrangement has long been felt. 

The lunatic establishment contains large and small wards and 
cells ; the latter have wooden walls, and are somewhat dark. The 
asylum is used for clinical instruction. 

The new wash-house of tlie ChariU Hospital, taken into use in 
the summer of 1882, situated outside the hospital walls, but close 
to it, contains a large principal room of considerable height, the 
walls and floor of which are constructed by porcelain tiles. The 
ceiling is vaulted. Troughs of galvanised iron washing-boxes, hydro- 
extractors, heating machines, tubs a little different from those described 
under Lariboisiere, containing hot ley, are in use, and the machines 
are worked by steam. The drying process is on a new principle. 

The whole is worth a visit. 

The administration of the whole is in the hands of two 
directors, one called the medical, the other the economical director ; 
both under the same government board. Besides the numerous 
medical officers living in the house, clinical professorB visit the 
wards and give lectures, which include children's diseases and 
midwifery. 

The nursing is principally in the hands of married couples. 
They are under inspectors ; the latter have to superintend a certain 
number of wards and constantly to report to the directors, especially 
the economical ope. A strict system of reporting is insisted upon, 
and perhaps a little overdone. 

' About 200 male lock potiauti and about 230 femalu ones may bo «ccommo*Utod. 
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Jews' Hospital, Berlin, 

is one of the most recent establishments in Germany. 1 It is ouly 
on a small scale, having room for 70 patients, situated in a crowded 
part of the city, but removed from the noise by being at some 
distance from the thoroughfare. It is three stories high, and con- 
tains wards for 8 beds and some smaller ones, and is partly 
surrounded by gardens. It is built on the plan of the summer 
lazaret. 

The space being limited, kitchen, engine-room, and offices could 
not be. separated from the wards, but are under them. 

The height of the wards in the first and Becond floor is 14 feet, 
but in the third only 9 ; their length 28, width 20 ; each patient 
has a space of 980 cubic feet. In the smaller rooms for paying 
patients the cubic space afforded is somewhat greater. 

The corridors are 9 feet wide and usually closed by glass doors. 
The nurses' rooms have glass windows to look into the wards. 

The heating is partly by stoves, partly by hot pipes ; the stoves 
are German tile-stoves, some built through the wall There are 
foul-air shafts. 

The stairs are of stone, rising easily ; but the hall is not spacious 
enough. Closets, lavatories, and bath3 are in good condition, but 
do not offer anything of interest. Some of the former are badly 
placed, aa they are in the middle of the building ; the drains neces- 
sarily run under part of it. An operating-room is on the ground, 
another on the first floor. 

This hospital has an out-patients' department The patients are 
seen in the part that projects from the centre, on the ground-floor. 
The waiting-room is on one side of the hall, the consulting-mom on 
the other, and the dispensary in the adjoining building. The prayer- 
room is over the out-patients' department. 

Friedricltshaii) Htispilal, Berlin. 
This is a municipal hospital, wliieh owes its existence to 
legacy of a Berlin citizen, and was opened for patients, of whom 
move than 600 may be accommodated, in 1864. Its site in a park- 
is favourable, and it has served as a model to some other hospital 
buildings in Germany, for instance at Wiesbaden and Heidelberg. 
It consists of single pavilions, one or two stories high, which are 
connected by closed passages but only by open granite walks. The 
six larger pavilions, three for women and three for men, may 
1 Esse, Dr. C. H. BetchrtHmny tiu Krankcnftaiiscs ihrjiid, Gemeind*. Berlin, 
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commodate 64 patients each. The axis of the buildings lies from 
lorth to BOuth ; they are constructed of red bricks with gland 
t-cotta linings. The largest distance between two buildings is 
160 feet The large wards contain 28 beds, are 95 feet long, 15 to 
16 feet high, and 28 feet wide, the cubic space allotted to each 
late therefore surpasses 2000 cubic feet. The arrangements of 
smaller rooms adjoining the wards may be seen in the diagram. 
'be baths vary a little in number. In most of the wards the 




Fig. 58.— Vebtical Section of a Two-storied Pavilion. 
A. Stove. B. Flue. 

heating is by coils of water-pipes of a large size arranged in the 
centre. In some wards heated air enters from below, where also 
water-pipes are found. There are chimneys, especially in the con- 
valescent wards, but they are not used. 

The ventilation is by a ridge in the ceiling of the single-storied 
pavilions, also by extraction of vitiated air into the largest flue. 
There are two isolation-pavilions for patients with infectious diseases ; 
they contain a number of small wards. There you find floors made 
of bricks and layers of cement. Most floors are of wood, deal and 
oak being fitted one into the other. A new operating theatre is 
just finished. The wash-house anil kitchen are arranged on improved 
principles. There are two clinical directors, one at the head of the 
medical, the other of the surgical department; and there is a managing 
director (Verwaltimgs Director), In some of the pavilions junior 
medical officers are accommodated. 
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Moabit (Barracl) Hospital, Berlin. 

This hospital was founded shortly after the Franco-German War 
of 1870, and occupies a large site in a densely-populated manufac- 
turing district near the river Spree. It consists of single-storied 
pavilions {Baracl.rn), and the usual outbuildings. The pavilions are 
not conuected by corridors but quite separate one from the otbflfc 
They have walls built of bricks and wooden frames (see Glasgow 
Fever Hospital), the inside being lined with wood and oil-painted. 
The side walls are 9 feet high, the roof is sloping from the middle 
to both sides. The floor consists of bricks covered by cement, which, 
when cracked at places, is easily repaired. There are 28 iron 
bedsteads in a barrack, and more than 700 patients may be accom- 
modated. The hospital, at first destined for fever patients only, 
receives now others also. Before you enter the ward you pass by a 
water-closet, a store, a waiter's and a bath room, and on the other 
small side ia a verandah, where patients may sit in the open air. 
The heating of the wards is by steam only, pipes of more than 5 
inches (English) diameter running along the sides — two on one side, 
one on the other. They are iron oneB, but before they enter 
building they are intersected by short and narrower copper ones 
to a curve to allow extension. The windows are opposite on both 
long aides, and the doors at the small sides of the ward. Excepting 
the occasional noise the pipes are said to work well. For vemihuni- 
the wards we find inlets for the air 1 foot from the floor, which in 
winter is warmed by passing over the pipes. The roof serves u. 
ridge ventilation, and the writer found on a mild winter day (i 
February 1882) all the valves of the ridge and the door open, 
temperature being quite agreeable in the ward. The disuifeel 
chambers are worth a visit. Steam is used, and the experiments 
ascertaining the temperature high enough to destroy bacteria w< 
made here by the Imperial Council of Health (lieieksgesu; 
heiisavit). It was found that steam vapour heated to 125° Celsii 
applied during an hour, destroys bacteria. 



The Garrisvih-Lazaret, Ttmpiihof, Berlin. 

Berlin now possesses two garrison- lazarets instead of one i 
smaller ones. The new one was opened about seven years ago, a 
is built of red bricks with glazed terra-cotta facings and I 
coloured green or yellow. The buildings stand in groups parallel t 
one another, not connected by corridors but by granite walks oul 



side, 

bent 
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The pavilions have corridors on one aide, into which the wards open ; 
the latter contain a small number of beds. The fever (isolation) 
pavilions are single-storied, and have, as also some others, tiled floors, 
the tiles (made in Mettlach) lying in cement on a treble layer of 
bricks. The fever wards have no basement, and the roofs ridge 
ventilation. The warming of the wards by large iron stoves lined 
with cbamotte is not quite satisfactory. There are some outlets for 
vitiated air into the larger smoke-shafts. 

The director of the hospital is a surgeon-major, Oberstalsarzt. 
He is responsible for everything, over which he is given a supreme 
control. 



The Surgiml Hospital (Chirimjivhr KUnik), 

established 1810- There is a new building, not yet finished. 
stands near the river Spree, in its 
grounds of 10,000 square m., and is 
constructed of red bricks with coloured 
terra-cotta facings. The principal build- 
ing for administrative purposes, three 
stories high, looks into a street, and is 
107 m. long; the wings, which recede 
backwards to the river, have a length 
of 90 m. Thi'.si: buildings form a yard 
in which three surgical pavilions stand. 
Two of them have one floor over a 
basement; the middle one culled Kaiser- 
pavilion has two floors. The large 
wards contain 20 beds. The warming 
of the single-storied pavilions is by 
warm water-pipes; the Kaiserpavilion 
has iron stoves as in Tempelhof, which 
are to be replaced by another system. 
The water-closets are ventilated by gas- 
burners, the wards by channels educting FitT B9._K A1SEKPAV1L 
the bad air into the smoke-shaft, A Scrgicai. Hospital, Berlin. 




The Hospital for Lyivjj-in and T>iae/ix?s 
of Women (pynakologische Klinik). 



■■I.: pai ienta' department. 
d, Dayroom. e. Balcony. /. 
Stores. o. SieW-r. h. Bath. 
k. Water -uloset, Urinary, Liiien- 
alioot. Lavatory. 



This is situated close to the other, and not quite finished yet, 
built in the same style, for 10(5 inmates, with an educational 



department It consists of a principal building in front, where 40 
female patients may be accommodated ou two noors, and the house 
of the director, who lives there, is at the corner of it. Three single- 
storied double pavilions, standing in the yard rather close togeths 
contain rooms for 2, 4, or 8 lying-in women. The corridors 1 
be heated by steam, most of the wards by water. All the parte o 
the hospital are connected by covered passages. 

The whole building expenses came to £72,000, those for t 
foundations being nearly £10,000, for wanning and venti 
£7800. 

77tc Lazarus Hospital, 
established about twenty years ago, supported by voluntary contribu- 
tions, situated in the northern part of Berlin, surrounded by manu- 
factories ; receives a great many accidents, and reserves about 30 
beds for incurable case3. It is built on the corridor plan. There 
are about 120 beds, and the heating is by hot air from the cellar, 
where two large caloriferes of iron are placed. 

The Augusta Hospital is a similar institution, but smaller, under 
the patronage of Her Majesty the Queen, 

Da/ldorf Asylum. 
This hospital lies about 6 miles (English) from Berlin, and 
opened only a few years ago. It may accommodate 1100 inmates 
but has to be enlarged as the applications for admission cannot In 
granted. It occupies extensive grounds, consists of several blocks 
of buildings of different height, and contains many modern improve- 
ments especially as regards heating by steam or steam and hot air. 

The Misaleih Kinder Hospital, 
established 1843, is a hospital for children, which is situated in 
suburb, and surrounded by gardens. It is of moderate dimensions 
can accommodate about 40 patients on two flats. There i 
12 wards — 8 larger, 4 smaller ones — with windows on one si 
only. The medical officer does not live ou the premises 
hospital is supported by voluntary contributions. 

Bonn Municipal and Clinical Hospitals. 

Bonn, well known to the tourist, is a university town < 

Rhine, containing now about 28,000 inhabitants. There is a genera 

municipal hospital built after the corridor plan, with projectiiif 

parts, for about 100 paticnta. The larger wards contain 12 beds 
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iere are also a good many small wards. Many chronic cases 
2 admitted. A committee (Cirratorium) manages the affairs of the 
■ - i ■ i ' : ' ! ; it is under the supervision of a Berlin board ( Vormund- 
sgericht), to whom once a year the accounts are sent. The 
sisters of Trier undertake the nursing. Medicines are made up by 
one of the sisters. Most patients pay (Is. a week) ; the municipality 
pays at a lower rate (7d.). 

The Clinical Hospitals are situated near the Rhine. There is 
ice for medical cases and another for surgical ones; each contains 
bout 90 beds. The plan of building resembles that of the 
Bradford General Infirmary, the long corridors leading to endwards 
i both sides. These wards have windows on more than one side. 
"he passage lies in front, and portions of the building project from 
The wards are warmed by tiled stoves with air-chambers ; there 
b inlets and outlets in the walls ; the eduction-channels are heated 
n further the draught. 

The Lying-in Hospital can accommodate 72 inmates, but as it is 
ntended to have it always nearly half empty, the highest number of 
>eds available will be 50. The house is built in the horse-shoe 
a | |, with corridors running at the inner side. Most of the 
wards are on the first floor, but a few beds may be occupied on the 
i'idiiI. The wards are for 12, 10, 4 beds and 1 bed; the cubic 
ice for 1 patient being about 3000 feet. The height of the 
3 is 17 feet The injected air gets warmed by passing over 
ive Perkins' coils ; it enters the wards from the ceilings, and the 
■itiated air is drawn into a chamber heated by the smoke-flue. 
The clinical director lives on the premises. 

There are no poor law medical officers for visiting the poor at 
lonn, but the Clinical Institute attends to them. There is an out- 
latients' department to the Surgical Hospital. 

Bremen Hospital 
i a new building opened for patients in 1850, of imposing RTchi- 
jctural proportions, to some extent resembling Bethanien. It is 
situated on the outskirts of a suburb, five minutes from the Weser 
iiirroundeil by gardens and commons, and well supplied with 
The wards are situated to the south-east, the communicating 
s passage to the north-west. A block for contagious diseases 
ihed, and also the wash-house and steam-boilers, 
e principal building consists of a central part and two wings 
l line, the former three, the wings two stories high over a sovs-sol. 
tntral building contains dispensary, offices, medical officers' and 
irectors' rooms. 
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On the Scale of J, of an inch to a foot. 

Front 

Fig. flO.— Bkkmen Hospital (Ground-Floob). 

1. Stairs. fl. Steward. 15 Convalescent tnrds, S b 

2. Corridor. 10. Ope rati tig-room. 16. Special wards, 2 bcda 

3. Hall. 11. Patients who have been 17 1 bed. 

i. Office for admission. operated upon. 18. Attendants. 

6. Medical officers. 12. Linen stores. 19. Sculleries. 

6. Dispensary. 13. Wards for 10 beds. 20. Children's wards. 

7. Laboratory 14. „ 5 beds. 21. Water-closet. 
6. Baths. 

The total number- of beds is 272, distributed as follows: — 
12 Wards for 10 Beds each. 



16 

Children's 
Lying-in 



272 

The wards ' are warmed by German stoves, placed near the wall ; 
there is no system of ventilation, but the windows are very large 
and high (11 feet), croiaees and double ; the wanls are lit by lamps. 1 
The floors are oil-painted, as in the Berlin Charite. Some patients 
pay ; others do not The wards for the insane are completely separ- 
ated and at a distance from the main building. 



FrankfoH-on-the-Maiw*. 

The general hospital, or Heilige Geist (Holy Ghost) Hospital 
This hospital dates from the year 1267, but was completely rebuilt 



1 See Fig, 1, No. 4. 



1 Dr. Edunrd Meier, Kola on Hotpitait. 



Fit AN K FORT. 

in 1833. It is constructed on the corridor plan for 245 patients. 
It stands in large grounds near the promenade, and adjoining it is a 
large public garden. It has three floors, a centre building, and two 
wings attached to it ; a single-storied building eluses the quadrangle. 
On the ground-floor of the centre building are the offices, kitchen, 
dis]H?nsnry, and stores; on the first floor the directors' rooms and 
dining-room of the officials; on the second floor the resident medical 
officers', and some small wards for paying patients. 

The wards, 3 on each floor of the wings, are 40 feet long, 
30 wide, and nearly 16 high, allowing a cubic space of about 1600 
feet to each patient; they contain 12 beds. The bedsteads are of 
wood. German stoves are found for wanning. Interposed between 
the wards are tea-kitchens, nurses* rooms, and water-closets. The 
windows (three for a ward) are croise'es, 9 feet high by 4£ wide. In 
summer time two tents standing in the garden are used for 
patients — one for males, the other for females. Each contains 10 
beds. 

Admission is partly by payment and partly free. The hospital 
sends visiting medical officers to see the poor. 

A convalescent house, the " Mainkur," containing 25 beds, is 
under the same board of management ; it lies outside the town, 

Dr. Senckenberg's Hospital dates from 1779, but the new build- 
ing was opened 1875 for about 120 patients. There are 4 wards 
for 10 patients each, on three different floors respectively, and a few 
small isolation -rooms. The wards have three large windows on one 
side, and open into a corridor on the other. Warming is by German 
stoves ; there are some ventilators in the walls. Two tents stand in 
the garden. 

The rales for admission exclude from both hospitals smallpox 
patients, syphilis, itch, and incurables. The first-named hospital 
admits principally aliens, for instance servants ; the other one those 
born in Frankfort, or for a certain time — at least a year— residing 
there. 

The Asylum outside Frankfort is a municipal institution, may 
accommodate about 200 inmates, divided into classes (quiet ones, 
maniacs, epileptics, etc.), and was opened 1864. 

A small Children's Hospital (girls only) was founded by Lady 
Carl von Eothschild in 1875, and is built after the pavilion plan. 
It stands on a hill surrounded by gardens; has nn artificial system 
of warming and ventilation, earth- closets. In 1880, 128 children 
were admitted. 

A Jewish hospital dates from 1878. It contains 18 beds; it 
called Georgine Sarah von Kothschildsche Stiftnng. A Jewish 



hospital for 80 patients was opened 1875; it is built after the 
corridor plan. 

A Deaconesses' hospital, Diakotustenanslalt, for 50 beds. Fifty- 
four deaconesses live there. 

Dr. Bockenheimer's Chirurgische Klinik is a surgical hospital in 
Sachsennauscn, opened a year ago. About 50 beds. The nursmij 
is in the hands of sisters of mercy. 

A new municipal pavilion hospital for 350 patients is now being 
built, and to be opened in October 1883. There will be found four 
two-storied pavilions with 42 beds each, and two single -storied 
pavilions for infections diseases. But there will be a separate 
smallpox hospital standing near the principal hospital, but separated 
from it by a high wall, and administrated separately. Syphilitic 
patients will be admitted into a separate block containing 134 beds. 
The wards will be warmed by stoves, and ventilation will be in 
some of them ridge ventilation ; in others the smoke shaft* will 
withdraw the foul air. 
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This is one of the smaller universities in Germany. The 
has from 12,000 to 13,000 inhabitants, and boasts of tine surround- 
ings. The Clinical Hospital, lying near to a gate, may accommodate 
100 patients. It is a corridor building, not considered healthy. 
A corridor runs at the back of the house, and the wards, for 4 or 
5 beds, open into it. A central staircase divides the house into a 
male and a female department. Small wards and nurses' rooms are 
arranged in parts projecting at the back of the building. 

Acute cases are on the ground-floor, lighter ones on the first 
floor. Tents are used in summer time ; they stand in a beautiful 
park which lies opposite the hospital. The patients who leave the 
hospital do not always seem to settle their accounts very regularly, 
as they are occasionally reminded in the Gottingen daily paper to 
do so. 

The Lunatic Asylum near Gottingen is beautifully situated and 
of a pleasing exterior. It accommodates more than 200 patients. 
It is also a corridor hospital, with passages 13^ feet wide, and used 
as day-rooms. The dormitories are 29 feet long, 21 feet wide. The 
waiters' rooms are arranged between two dormitories. Isolation -cells 
are placed between two passages, whence the waiters may watch 
them. 

This hospital had D'Arcet's system of removing the faeces, but it 
was given up. 
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This is a large hospital, situated near the Alster-basin, where the 
latter is joined by a wide canal. It stands at some distance from 
the thorouglifare, but not far enough removed to prevent the noise 
being heard. It was opened in 1823, and is composed of a central 
building and four wings, two old and two new ones, added in 1848. 
The central portion is three stories high, the wings only two. The 
outbuildings — kitchen, wash-house, drying- house, post-mortem 
rooms, ice-cellar, bed-carding rooms, and fire-engines — stand separate 
in the grounds. Male and female patients are on different sides of 
the hospital, The large yard is used as a promenade by both, being 
divided by a granite causeway. 

The wards of the old part are of various sizes. The small ones 
are reserved for paying patients; the large ones are 40 feet long, 
24 wide, 13 feet high, and receive beds for 12 patients and a male 
attendant; the patients have about 1000 feet of cubic space. All 
the wards communicate with a passage, and have three windows 
opposite the door which leads to the passage. The windows are 
of the croisee type, 8 feet high. 4J wide ; smaller panes can be opened 
separately. The ceilings are whitewashed, the walls oil-painted; 
the German stoves — generally two — stand in the middle of the ward. 
The new wing3 contain 480 beds; some are in the basement. 
The wards are a little higher. They are warmed by stoves as in the 
old part, but there are more inlets for fresh and outlets for foul air. 
the bedsteads are of wood. 

The water-closets are on the English pattern, and are properly 
drained. Baths are numerous, and there are also lavatories. 

There is a detached Smallpox Hospital built on the corridor 
plan ; there is a disinfecting house ; and there are, since 1872, 
two single -storied pavitions (barracks) for medical cases, each con- 
taining a large ward for 40 patients over a sunk basement, and appur- 
tenances, as baths, closets, etc. ; also a surgical pavilion. 

Steam is used in the kitchen and other parts. It was also used 
for washing, but as it did not answer, the washing is done without 
it. Every single piece of washing is boiled for an hour. 

As builders want to know something about the amount of stor- 
age and cellar-room of larger hospitals, the following notes are given 
concerning the Hamburg Hospital, which can accommodate more than 
1600 patients. There is surface room (space) in the cellars and 
underneath the roof — 
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(...) Oi'l.T t lie roof— |hmM 

1. F..r i try vegetables, flour, rice, ilry fruit, groceries . 8,800 (Hamb.) 

2. Fur linen, porcelain, glass, cloth .... 500 „ 

3. For furniture and fittings, etc. 38,500 „ 

4. For drees of patient* and persons belonging to the 
house 10,000 „ 

5. Foe straw, wool, grape, horse-hair, seaweed, and 
other material for beds ..... 14,000 „ 

(ft.) On the ground-floor — Cubic Feet. 

"" n stores 2,300 „ 

(e.) In the wash-house — 

For soap, soda 5,200 „ 

(J.) In the basement — 

1. Bread stores . 1,639 „ 

2. Milk „ 1,800 „ 

3. Meat „ 5,676 „ 

4. Ham 2,280 „ 

5. Freeh vegetables 5,050 „ 

6. Beer 1,800 „ 

T. Wine . 5,340 „ 

8. Conserves, jellies, etc 1,639 „ 

B. Potatoes 30,000 „ 

10. Ice 10,000 „ 

(<.) In three sheds and engine-house — 

" , For wood and peat ...... 44,000 „ 

. Coals 17,600 „ 

(/.) In the open yard — place for coals .... 6,000 sq. ft. 
(tj.) Potatoes, cabbages, turnips, celery, herbs, arc stored under foliage during 

winter time. 
The storage is said not to be at all lavish. 

The medical director does not live in the hospital, but near it ; 
the manager Uvea there. 

Children are not admitted. 



Tin Friedrieklberg Asylum, near Hamburg. 

Asylum Friedrichsberg is a new lunatic asylum, situated outside 
the town, at a distance of a mile from the General Hospital. It was 
opened in 1864, and may accommodate 400 patients. It is in con- 
nexion with the lunatic department of the Hamburg Hospital, whence 
patients may be transferred to it, and is under the same hoard of 
management, the " Krnnkenhaus-Collegium." 

The laud was cheap at the time of the construction, and there- 
fore the grounds in which the buildings stand are very large ; they 
are partly used as a farm. The principal building has the form of 
a square, open at one side, with numerous projecting portions, espe- 
cially in the centre, where the administration is located, and officers' 
dwellings, kitchen, wash-house, and baths are found. The blocks 
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which form this incomplete square have corridors running at one 
side, by which, however, they are not connected in the usual m.imn-r, 
but the connexion is broken at the corners. The passages are 1 2 
feet wide, lofty, and ventilated by end windows ; they are warmed 
by hot-water pipes. 

The mate patients are on the right side of the courtyard, the 
females on the left ; and they form three divisions respectively, a 
fourth being accommodated in another building. The first division 
is formed by bedridden patients, the second by quiet patients who 
want a great deal of attendance, the third by quiet ones who are 
able-bodied aud work. A number of 30 tei 40 patients form, as it 
were, a family, with sleeping, day rooms, closets, aud lavatories for 
common use. The sleeping rooms on the first floor are large and 
contain wooden bedsteads, which sometimes stand a little too close. 
They have windows on one side only, the door being opposite. There 
are no means of warming, but warm air from the corridor may be 
admitted through the floor, which is of deal. There are ventilators 
near the ceilings, and a few foul-air channels leading into the smoke- 
shaft. The windows are on a uniform plan, of wood and iron. The 
horizontal bars are of wood and the vertical ones of iron ; they pass 
through holes drilled through the wood. The day-rooms (6) are 
generally placed in projecting portions of the building, and have 
windows on more than one side. The walls are paiuted ■ lively 
colour, and a door leads into the grounds. The closets generally are 
not water-closets but privies, ventilated by windows and by extract- 
ing the vitiated air downwards through the agency of the chimneys. 
The lavatories are of metal, on the lift-up principle. The baths are 
some, of zinc, others of copper. 

The central part has three floors, and contains a large hall, the 
chapel on the second ; offices and workshops, as also some single 
rooms, are on the first. The wings have only two floors, and their 
corridor is used as a dining-room, the tables being fixed to the walls 
knives and forks are of the common pattern, and no accidents are 
said to happen. The doors of the corridors leading into the garden 
are always opeu in summer. 

Each division has a courtyard attached to it, surrounded by 
hi'di walls, where the patients take exercise or work. The building 
containing the fourth division of refractory patients stands at the 
hack. It contains dormitories, day-rooms, and their appendages, as 
also tliree cells on each side— one for every 40 patients. They are 
much more roomy than those of other asylums, have no small win- 
dows for observation, and a pretty large window opposite the door 
near the ceiling. The floor is of asphalt ; the walls on 
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plans. One cell has cemented walk, oil-painted, another wooden 
ones of oak planks, but tliey are reported as difficult to be kept 
clean in the joints. The cells are warmed by hot air. Tiie part 
where the cells are is one floor high, the central one two rloors. 
All parts of the budding are lighted by gas. 
Another separate part of the hospital, not on tho plan, is the 
institution for paying patients, " Pension's Ajtstalt." It was con- 
sidered better to bear with the prejudices of patients belonging to a 
better elass and their relations, who would feel offended by seeing 
them in tiie same rooms with the poorer ones. The building has 
two wings, with a small connecting central portion, and is arranged 
in accordance with the greater pretensions of the inmates. 

A porter's lodge and dwelling-house of the senior medical officer 
are near the entrance, the door of which is almost always open, 
thereby facilitating the escape of patients more than it ought to do. 
The .junior office* is accommodated in the central part. 

The kitchen contains steamers, hot-plates, and other improve- 
ments ; the wash-house various machines ; there is a dead-house in 
the grounds. 

TrcatimiU. — The restraint system is not in use; at the time of 
the visit only one patient was in a strait waistcoat. The cells are 
not much used. There are billiards to amuse tiie patients, also a 
library. Farming, tailoring, sewing, washing, and, recently, basket- 
making, occupy the time of some of the patients. The hydro- 
therapeutic remedy is frequently resorted to. A great many patients 
suffering from delirium tremens are admitted, to whom opium is 
very sparingly administered, but nourishing diet, wine, and rest. 

Pittances. — Part of the income is derived from patients' payments. 
More than one half pay nothing for their maintenance, but the rest 
either contribute themselves to the funds or others do so for them, 
and they form classes according to a fixed scale. The total income 
was some years ago about £1)000 — £3500 being patients' contri- 
butions, nearly £4500 subsidies by the Government, and the small 
rest is mado up by the interest of capital. The disbursements, 
amounting to the same sum, included as the highest item, meat 
£1200, wages £1000, firing £000, medicines only £80. 

A separate fund, Jidiusstiftung, is raised by voluntary contribu- 
tions, and serves as a convalescent fund, as also for providing means 
to amuse the patients. Furniture, pictures, etc., adorn the walls, 
and similar tilings are accepted as in English institutions. 
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A Jews' Hospital was opened eighteen years ago in Hamburg. 
It can accommodate 100 patients, ia built on the corridor plan, two 
Btoriea high over a basement. 

A Lying-in House was opened in 1863, where 40 beds can be 
placed. And there are a few other small hospitals — the catholic one, 
the freemasons', the seamen's, also private eye infirmaries ; a large 
■workhouse for more than 1200 ; almshouses for the aged. Poor 
law medical officers attend to the visiting of the poor. 



The former residence of the deposed King of Hanover, with about 
120,000 inhabitants, possesses numerous charitable institutions. 



The General City Hospital 

lies in the suburb Linden, and is of modern origin. It is favour- 
ably surrounded by large garden-grounds, and has an imposing ex- 
terior. It is built after the corridor plan, and 250 beds may be 
placed in it. Its length is 247 feet, and it consists of a central 
building, which is 180 feet long, and two wings, each one being 50 
feet long and 85 feet deep. The central one is the administrative 
block, where only a few private wards are found. The four-storied 
wings have wards with 10, 6, 4, 2 beds and 1 bed respectively. 
Baths and nurses' rooms are generally in projecting portions of the 
building. It was a mistake to have small closets interposed between 
the wards and corridors, which are situated at the side of the en- 
trance-doors. The water-closet is at the left, a room for utensils at 
the right. The closets are almost dark, the light falling through 
darkened windows. Fur ventilation louvres are fouud in the lower 
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part of the entrance-doors to admit air from the corridor. There 
are also air-channels in the wall to let the foul air escape, but the; 
lead up directly to the roof, and there may be no draught in them. 
108 was the number of patients at the time of the visit. There 
are wards for insane patients, as also cells and lying-in wards. 
There is also a department for syphilis, and one for eye diseases. 
The director is appointed by the city authorities. There are male 
attendants and nurses. Physicians and surgeons visit the patients. 
No patient is admitted without a medical certificate. Patients belong- 
ing to clubs liave to produce an application or written order of the 
club committee. Paying ones must have a certificate warranting 
payment. 

A Smallpox Hospital stands separate in the grounds. 



■ 



Hcnridtcnstiftuny, Hanover, 

is a deaconesses' hospital for less than 100 patients. It dates from 
It has corridors and small wards. The deaconesses must 
be aged between 18 and 36, of Evungelic-Lutheric confession, and 
possession of the usual testimonials. 



Hanover Lying- In Hospital. 

This is a recent building dating from 1862. It is a corridor 
hospital on a small scale and well arranged. The waixls are small, 
and open into the common corridor; they were wanned fbrmedy in 
winter time by hot air, which was forced in by a fan, and had U> 
pass over hot coils before it was admitted. The pipes were 
wrought-iron, their diameter being 5/4 inches, the tliioknoss ^ inch 
Now we find the German stoves with cast-iron plates round the 
lower part. 

Military Hospitals, Hanover. 

The garrison lazaret, an imposing structure in the Byzantine 
style, was opened 1856. It has a long front of 226 feet, and two 
wings. There are 38 wards in four floors, with baths and attend- 
ants' rooms attached. 

It lies low in marshy ground, therefore a layer of asphalt 1 foot 
thick was needed ; nevertheless hospital diseases are not rare. The 
number of beds is 200 ; the cubic space for a patient 1000 feet) but 
the hospital is never full. The closets are situated the same as in 
the City General Hospital. There are iron and tiled stoves ; ventila- 
tion is similar to that in the General Hospital. 
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In summer time a tent is usually found in the garden for sur- 
gical cases. 

The post-mortem house and ice-cellar are the best part of the 

building. The post-mortem room is high and lofty, and the table 

covered with a movable marble plate. The ice-house has double 

walls with a small passage between them, at the end of which lies 

entrance-door. 

A smaller supplementary lazaret for about 30 patients lies 
opposite, where steam is used for heating. 

There is an Eye Infirmary, a Children's Hospital ; a few smaller 
charities are found, and also a Poor-House. 

Kiel. 

Kiel, now a town of 80,000 inhabitants, situated on the beautiful 
arm of the sea, possesses charitable institutions worthy of notice. 
They are situated nearly half an hour outside the town near to Diis- 
terbrook, a famous sea bathing establishment, on the confines of a 
forest, wliich is close to the water. The buildings stand in large 
elevated grounds, so that the sea may be seen from the upper stories. 
The buildings are educational establishments, built after the corridor 
plan, excepting the recently-constructed one-story pavilions ( Baracktn). 
A General Hospital stands separate, not far from the Lying-in Hos- 
pital. The Conner may accommodate 200 patients, and the wards, 
with windows on one side only, are small, and open into the corridor, 
which is at their back. It had two wings added eight years ago. 

Two tents are generally used for surgical cases in summer time. 

The pavilion (Barackc) of the Fraumverein (ladies' association) 
the garden and contains 16 beds. The lower part of the 
structure is constructed of bricks, the upper one of wood, with roof 
sloping from the centre to the sides, and ridge ventilation. The floor 
is oiled ; the windows are croisces ; warming is by tiled stoves with 
air-channels. A nurse's room is formed by an incomplete partition ; 

r water-closet is found. There are verandahs at both long sides. 
An Eye Infirmary is not far distant 

The Military Hospital is also close by. The principal part is a 
corridor hospital, two stories high, three in the centre, the frontage 
being 417 feet. 

Two one-story pavilions, built of masonry, have verandahs at 
the small side, seven large windows on each long side, are lofty, 
warmed by German stoves ; and there are medical cases as well as 
surgical ones to be found. 

Another Military Hospital lies in an opposite direction. 
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Kiel Lying-in Hospital. 

It was opener! fifteen years ago. It is a corridor hospital, i 
has an excellent sight overlooking the sea. It is three floors high. 
It consists principally of one block, but there are portions which 
project backwards from the centre and both ends. The wards (l<i 
in number) lie in front of a common corridor ; one window is oppo- 
site the entrance. As these rooms are 13 feet by 16 and 14 fett 
liigh, a patient enjoys nearly 3000 cubic feet of air. The wards are 
warmed by caloriferes. 

The kitchen is an outbuilding connected by an underground 
tramway with the main building. Sculleries and baths are in the 
projecting portions above mentioned. 



Cologne (Koln). 
City Hospital. 



. 



) has now 147,000 inhabitants. There is a large General 
City Hospital established aliout thirty years ago, built in the horse- 
shoe form, three floors high over a basement. The oajghboorfBg 
houses come up pretty close to the hospital. The inhabitants are 
infirm and sick ones, On the day of the visit there were 450 
patients, and nearly as many invalids. A passage 12 feet wide 
runs through all the stories ; it cannot be warmed. The wards open 
into it, and are similar to those of Bethauien Hospital, Berlin. Most 
of the windows cannot be opened, but there is one large pane which 
can be opened, 3 feet high and half that width. There are wards 
for 36, 18, 12, and 10 beds, which have spring mattresses, 
stoves with air-chambers are found for wanning. The air was 
exactly sweet. 

A tent was in the garden; it contained 10 beds. 

The Military Hospital is an old cloister. It has corridors 
large wards for 12 patients. There are air-channels in the « 
The baths are of wood. The nursing is in the hands of Catln 
sisters of mercy. 

Leipzig. 

Leipzig was the -first German place where a large one-sto 
pavilion hospital (Barac/.en lazaret) was built. There are fourteen 
pavilions with ridge ventilation. The whole length of one is 131 
feet, the width 35 feet (Saxon ones). A ward is 100 feet long, 
32 feet wide, and 15 feet high near the wall, 20^ feet in the centr 
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up to the ridge. The water-closets, as seen in the cut, are not separ- 
ated by lobbies from the wards. The floors are 4 feet from the 
ground, and the pavilions lie 60 feet distant one from the other. 
The walls are of masonry lined inside with wood ; there are thirteen 
windows at each side Tiled stoves serve for warming. There are 
24 beds in a large ward. The pavilions are connected by open 
i except four For infectious diseases. 




Leipzig Lying-in Hospital. 

It was opened in 1854. The building is three floors high; a 
central corridor runs through its whole length, and the wards lie in 
front and baek of it. They are about 12 feet by 15. The director 
is a medical man, who lives in the house. 

Pupils and midwives receive a practical education here, and a 
policlinic is connected with the institution. 



Lubeck. 
Lubeck is a place of historical interest, and its charities are old. 
The City Hospital adjoins the cathedral. There are two wings parallel 
to each other, meeting the church rectangularly. They have corri- 
dors at one side. The wards have high Gothic windows. There 
were 50 patients in them. 

The. Holy Ghost Hospital (Heilige GtisUpital), 
This accommodates infirm paupers. It is an old lofty church, 
with twenty-four high Gothic windows on both long sides, and three 
windows at the small sides divided by numerous wooden partitions 
into 140 cells or closets, without means of warming excepting in a 
day-room. 

A new General Hospital is shortly to be built after modern 
principles. 
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The 8tadti.tr/ics Alltjcmrines Kravlcnhoxs. 

The building was founded by King Maximilian of Bavaria in 

1808, and can accommodate more than 750 patients. It stands to 

tlie left of the river Isar round two square yards ; the passages run 

round the inner side. There are two floors over 

I A I a ground-floor. The transverse buildings are used 

that in front (a) for oflices and officials' private 

L' — k — ' E rooms ; that in the centre (k) contains the kitchen 

and some private wards for paying patients; 

| !__. I more wards of this description are in the building 

lying at the back (b), where are also found the 

dispensary and amphitheatre. The chapel ia in 

the building (c), Tlie principal wards for females 

(D) are on the left, for males (e) on the right side, 

i each floor. They open on one side into 

Vig. 6J.— Munich the corridor, and on the other is a large window, 

Gbsbral Hosfltal lx fggj by 6 . j^e wards are 38 feet lone and 

(Gkound Plan). 
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24 broad, 14 high. The floors are of polished 
oak, and have a beautiful appearance. Six beds stand on each side. 
The walls are coated with Parian cement, of a light green colour. 
There are night-stools in place of water-closets. 

System of Warming ami Ventilation.- — The lower wards have 
stoves standing opposite the windows, but there are not separate 
stoves in the upper wards; a hollow column of cast-iron ascends 
from the ground-floor through all the three floors, and is heated only 
on the ground-floor. It is siirrounded by a mantel of glazed tiles, 
with ornamental apertures, through which the warmed air enters tlie 
wards. 

There are apertures near the floors of the waids, three on each 
side, and from them channels for foul air lead to the stove on tin- 
ground-floor. Two air-towers are found on opposite sides, and air- 
channels lead from them to the wards. Large horizontal channels 
mn through the roof crosswise, and from these branch off smallci- 
oues, which end in the space between the column and the mantel. 

Tliis system failed ; the air was often found stagnant in the 
foul-air channels, and even came back into the wards. The aper- 
tures had therefore to be closed in many places. The stoves are 
used as caloriferes, being heated from the basement 

The nursing is undertaken by Catholic sisters, and the convent 
and chapel (c) lie at the back of the hospital, but connected with it. 
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The house of the director and that of the superintending 
[physician are separate 

■buildings, surrounded 

1 by gardens. The 

I grounds are tastefully 

J laid out. and the pa- 
tients are allowed to 
use them for walks. 
Barracks were added 
to the hospital. 

Munich Lying-in 
Charity, 

The building, op- 
ened in 1856, stands 
in a street surrounded 
by houses, consists of a 
central part and two 
wings. There is a 
ground - floor, entresol, 
and two floors over it. 
The corridor, 10 feet 
wide, runs through the 
centre on all floors, 
and has rooms in 
front and behind. A 
director lives in the 
house (on the ground- 
floor), and two resident 
medical officers, besides 
some midwives. 

The large wards in the wings are 40 feet by 24, and 16 feet 
high, and contain 6 beds, so that 2000 cubic feet are allotted to 
each patient. Each ward has one large window, 1 feet high and 
fj wide. The entrance is opposite, through a lobby. The walls are 
stuccoed, and painted green. 

A stove of considerable dimensions stands near the entrance. 
It is a calorifere similar to that in the Allgemeines Krankenhaus, 
but each is heated separately, and is supplied with fuel from the 
corridor; the air consumed by the fire comes from the ward. There 
is an air-tower in the centre of the building, from which channels 
or arteries lead to the wards ; the channels end in the stoves at 
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their base, and between the inner 9tove, which is of cast-iron, and 
its mantel, which is of day tiles, haviug numerous apertures by 
which the air is expected to enter the ward. The air has frequently 
been found to be stagnant {about 25 times in 100), and even to 
flow in an opposite direction (17 times in 100), i.e. biick into the ward 
The stoves were found sufficient to draw the air from the wards to a 
considerable extent, but not always in the desired quantity. 

There is an amphitheatre for students, large waiting-rooms, and 
private rooms for secret confinements. 

The director is a medical man, and member of the chief sani 
tary board of the town. 



Stadti&Jtis Allganeiats Krankciihaus, 

on the other side of the river. The building was opened 1867. It 
is near the Allgemeines K ran ken bans, and contains 300 beds. The 
wards are 40 feet long, 25 broad, and only 13 feet high. A new 
system of ventilation, as recommended by Dr. Bohm, is carried on 
a description of it is given by Zenetti, the engineer. 1 

There are caloriferes in the wards, composed of an inner stove 
of cast-iron, a brick mantel, and a movable top made of tin ; the 
latter has a large aperture. The outer air is admitted into tbe 
intermediate space from the floor in the usual way. There are 
foul-air channels leading to the roof; they end by two apertures in 
the walls of the wards, an upper and a lower one, and either may be 
closed by a valve. There is an anemometer placed in each channel, 
and a permanent indicator shows how the air moves inside, if rapidly 
or slowly. This is a novel and an economical system ; but I doubt 
if it will be quite satisfactory, because the draught will not be strong 
enough in the eduction -channels. In summer time this is to be ini' 
proved by a gas-burner, whieh is lighted in the shaft near the roof. 

This hospital affords an opportunity of transferring patient* from 
the other General Hospital should the latter 1* overcrowded or 
unhealthy. 

There is a Children's Hospital in Munich for 90 beds, also a 
new Military Hospital. 

AU STEIA-H UNG ARY. 

This empire possesses hospitals of very different size, the largest 
iii Vienna and Prague, smaller ones in the provinces. Nearly a 
the large establishments are under the management of a i 
1 ZtiUchrift fiir Biologie MUwAtn, 66. 
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superintendent called Director, aud he is responsible to a govern- 
mental board. In many cities there are, besides the State hospitals, 
those of charitable brotherhoods. A report of 1868 states the 
number of the latter as 16, and no new institution is known to 
have been founded since. 1 The number of patients was 768 at the 
time mentioned. Some of the charities have a small number of 
beds, for two are mentioned where only 5 patients were found on 
the last day of the year. The large hospitals are built on the 
corridor plan, more rarely on the block plan ; none is constructed on 
the pavilion style exclusively, but the Rudolphstiftung comes already 
nearer to the latter. The hospitals appear to be well managed by 
their medical directors, and well supplied with numerous active and 
diligent resident medical officers. The fare supplied to the patients 
in some larger hospitals has been censured as insufficient in medical 
journals, and may want improving. There are about 170 large 
hospitals in the whole empire ; in Bohemia one to 19 square miles, 
in Tyrol one to 13 square miles (exactly 12 ^$j), in Cisleithania 
altogether one to 32 square miles, in Tranaleithania one to 159 
square miles. 

BKlJJiN, 

a city of more than 80,000 inhabitants, possesses a county 
hospital of 750 beds, called Mahrische Landes-Anstalt St. Anna. 
Formerly a convent, afterwards a hospice, the establishment was 
rebuilt from 1865-68, and opened as a hospital in 1868. There 
are 28 large wards, with 20 to 30 beds, and opposite windows, 
and about 20 wards for paying patients or such as want isolating. 
There are three floors over a basement The wards are warmed by 
tiled stoves with air-chambers, and there are outlets for vitiated air 
into the smoke-shafts. The director is a medical man ; there are 
three visiting physicians, one prosector, and six assistants. 



Graz, 

with about the same number of inhabitants as Briinn, 
also a large county hospital, Landschaf cliches Allgemeines Kranken- 
haus. There are 542 beds in the general wards, 231 in the lunatic 
house, 100 in the lock-wards, 30 set apart for skin diseases, 30 for 

1 Tkey are found at Vienna, in tlie district Leopold stadt ; Feldberg, in 
Lower Austria ; Grnz ; Prague ; Gorz, in the maritime! district ; NeiiBtadt a. A. 
Met tan, in Bohemia ; Tewhen ; ProBsnitz, in Moravia ; Kukus, in Bohemia ; 
Briinn ; Letlowilz, in Moravia; Vienna l.'onvnk'sctut House, on lim LandstraBM ; 
Liiu ; Wisowitz, in Moravia ; Zebrzydowico, in Galicia. 
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diseases of women (including the clinical department). The foun- 
dation took place in 1788. The buildings have three floors, but 
there are also one-floored wards. Of the 50 wards, 20 are large 
ones containing 20 beds, and they have windows on one side only. 
There are mantel stoves in which wood and coals are burned. Out- 
lets for bad air are in the walls leading into the smoke-shafts. In 
some parts the floor underneath the roof is used for ventilation. 
The floors are waxed. The management is under the committee of 
physicians, who are responsible to the Landsrhift-Aiism-hiiss (County 
Board). There are two medical prime-physicians, one prime-surgeon, 
one obstetric physician, one for the female department, and one for 
the lock-wards, the same number of assistant-physicians, and six 
residents. 

Innsbruck. 
The General Hospital. 
The town has about 21,000 inhabitants; the hospital, Allge- 
meines Oeffentliches Kraukenhaus, i.e. General Public Hospital, 204 
beds. It was established in the year 1307 by King Henry of Bohemia. 
It is composed of 4 three-floored blocks, one of which was opened 
1871. The wards are — in three blocks — on the ground, first, and 
second floors ; in the fourth, on the first and second floors. The 
inmates include lying-in women, lunatics, and paupers. The hospital 
is built on the corridor plan, with small wards containing 2, 4, 6, or 
8 beds ; windows are on one side only ; the warming is by tiled 
stoves; there are ventilators in the walls. The hospital is divided 
into several departments, including one for luck patients. Four 
professors and three assistants attend to the visiting. 

Lemberg. 
Lemberg, the capital of Galicia, has about 80,000 inhabitants, 
the hospital 880 beds. It was established in 1715. The buildings 
form the letter H ; they have three floors, there is a number of 
departments (8 Abtheilungcn), and 2 clinics. Lying-in women and 
lunatics are among the patients. Of 107 wards, 82 are large 
ones, 25 single ones. The windows are croisL-es, on one side only ; 
wood is burned in the stoves. There are outlets for vitiated air in 
the walls communicating with the smoke-shafts ; and Dr. Berthleff 
wrote, twelve years ago, to the author — " This is sufficient ; as 
through thirty years, notwithstanding the hospital was full, no 
cases of gangrene or puerperal fever happened." 1 

1 To this we may say, " Audiatur et altera pars," and " Nulla reyula sine 
eiceptione " — the evidence we know of points in another direction. 



The director is under the County Board ; there are 
physicians, five assistant- physicians, and nine surgeons. 



The General Hospital. 

Linz has more than 30,000 inhabitants, and a hospital for 150 
patients, which was opened 1868. It is built on the corridor plan, 
and has three floors, 8 large wards, 2 small ones, 9 rooms, and 4 ante- 
rooms. The large wards are lighted by arched windows, 8 feet 
high, which are on one side only. The warming is after Meissner, 
■with brown coal3 ; also by warm air apparatus supplied by Mayr 
Brothers of Ludwigshafen. There are Boman and other baths, and 
modern water-closets. There is a department for female diseases, 
»ud another for lock patients. One medical officer resides in the 
lumse. The management depends upon the municipality. 

linz has also a hospital of the Elisabethean Sisters containing 
15 beds, one of the Charitable Brothers 64 beds, one of the Sisters 
of Charity 52 beds, of which 12 are cribs. 



Prague, 

the capital of Bohemia, with 260,000 inhabitants, has a general 
hospital with 1111 beds, established 1790. The principal building 
has the form of a double horse-shoe, there being a frontal block with 
three wings receding backwards in a rectangle, so that two large 
courtyards are formed. The more recent blocks date from the year 
1839, 1845, and 1851 respectively. 1858 dissection-rooms, 1864 
a steam laundry, 1868 a new bath-house, 1869 a large garden, were 
added. The buildings have three floors. There are 126 wards — 77 
being large, 49 small ones. The windows are croisees, and opposite 
to each other in a great many wards. They are 6 feet from the 
floor, and used for ventilation. Iron stoves are found for warming 
the wards. The hospital is divided into departments, clinical and 
others, including a lock-department — one for skin diseases, and one 
for female complaints. The director depends upon a board of 
government. (Stadlkallcrei). Patients' fare, medicines, and stores 
are supplied by contractors. 

Salzbuki;. 

This city, well known to tourists of the Salzkammergut, may now 
Mut 20,000 inhabitants. The hospital called St. Johannes 
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Spital was founded 1695 by the Archbishop John Ernest ; it contains 
230 beds. The building consists of a principal part and wings, 
three floors high. The wards open into corridors. There are 4 large 
wards, 3 middle-sized ones, and 27 small ones. Most windows ar 
on one side only. There are the usual departments for medics 
surgical, lock patients, and for female diseases. Two prime -physioiai 
and two other physicians visit the house ; a medical director and 
managing director divide the affairs between themselves, the lath 
attending to the accounts. 

Til TESTE, 

with more than 100,000 inhabitants, has a hospital with 91 
beds. It was opened 1841, built in the quadrangle form round 
square yard laid out in gardens. The frontage measures 600 feet. 
the sides 480 feet, with 36 windows. The water supply is by ten 
pumps found in the grounds. The offices for administration are on 
the ground-floor; the wards for 8, 12, 16, 20, and 24 beds respec- 
tively on first and second floors. There are 31 large, 72 small 
wards, and 22 single wards. The windows, 7£ feet high, 3 J feet 
wide, are opposite. 

Vienna. 
The Vienna General Hospital — Allycmeines Krankcnkam. 1 

It was founded in 1784 by the Emperor Joseph II., in the 
suburb Alservorstadt. The buildings composing it surround nine 
square yards, most of them laid out as gardens with fountains, one 
of them being nearly as large as all the others together. There are 
not more than two floors, except in one separate block, containing 
the clinical wards (c). Altogether there are 100 wards, excluding 
midwifery wards — 59 for males, 41 for females. The hospital can 
accommodate 2000 patients, but the number is now generally 
under 2000, because new hospitals have been founded. There are 
four amphitheatres, two dispensaries, three laboratories, two large 
kitchens, one wash-house, several ice-pita, and many officers' rooms 
and offices. 

The wards arc lofty, and most have opposite windows, which are 
so high that the patients cannot look out of them. Some small wards 
are for 4 or 6 patients. Many of the wards had floors of red 
bricks. They are now of deal. The clinical wards of the late Oppolzer 
have nine windows on each side, and 24 beds ; those of the late Skoda, 
1 Oppert, Med. CerUmkeilung, No. 5, 1857. 
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eight windows opposite each other, and 14 beds. There are separate 
lock-wards and for skin diseases, and large midwifery wards for 500 
beds, part of them private. Some time ago the cases amounted to 
8000 lying-in patients per year. There are separate children's 
wards and nurseries. 

There are stoves for heating, but no artificial ventilation; 194 




Front. 
Fig. 66.— Ground Plan ( 



. Hospital. ' 



water-closets have replaced the nightstools in the corners of wards, 
standing formerly behind curtains. 

Management of the Hospital. — The government is vested in the 
Siadthalterci (a government board). To them the director is sub- 
ordinate ; he is a medical man {Dr. Hoffmann). He is nominated by 
the Emperor, and receive.? a Balary of 3800 florins, besides free resi- 
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dence. Under him are the medical officers, stewards, attendants, 
and all officials. The director lives in the institution, and has h 
staff of clerks. He prepares the annual reports, and presides at tl 
meetings of the consulting committee. 

The whole hospital is divided into medical, surgical, clinical, and 
special divisions (Abthcilvngen). There are nearly 100 clinical 
senior and junior physicians and surgeons, not including the internes, 
and more than 200 male and female attendants ; there are nuns for 
some wards. 

Mode of Admission. — All diseases are received, excepting small- 
pox. A physician and an interne (physician's assistant) examine the 
new-comers, and distribute them to the several wards ; the interest- 
ing cases are reserved for the clinical wards. The patient is regis- 
tered, taken to the cloak-room, hath, etc 

Medical Officers. — To begin with the extcrnes. Qualified young 
practitioners offer their services to the director, who has the right to 
appoint them as externes. Usually this happens six months after 
application, there being many applicants. After a year or more the 
exlerne is advanced to an interne with a salary (£24). The next 
gradation is secunditr-physician, appointed by Government; they 
receive some £30, others £54 annually, and board and lodging. 
There are two higher classes, the primar ; and lastly, clinical 
physicians. 

The fleciuidlir-physieians have to retire after four years' service. 
In 1880, 23,249 in-patients were admitted — 14,237 being males, 
9012 females; a large number of out-patients were seen. Of Lite 
in-patients died 2900 — 1679 "being males, 1221 females. The mor- 
tality was 134 per cent — 127 of male patients, 147 of females; 
tuberculosis excluded, it was only 88. The number of in-patients at 
the end of December 1880 was 1761. 

The expenses for 1880 were about .£66,000. By salaries paid 
to medical officers and officials nearly £11,000; attendants, £8000 ; 
wood, coke, and coals, £2200. 



Tlie Wieden Hospital 

was opened in 1848. It is built in the horse-shoe form, ^~| 
surrounded by gardens, and can accommodate 600 patients. ' ' 
Formerly a larger number was admitted. The chapel lies at the back 
of the yard, and ice-pits, dead-house, amphitheatre, etc., are separate 
buildings. There are three floors. The wards are single, and similar 
to those in Guy's and the London Hospitals (naouplt'es). They have 
windows on one side only. They are warmed by iron stoves, which 
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are surrounded by a mantel. Fresh air is admitted into the inter- 
mediate space to get warmed in winter time. There are ventilators 
in the walls, of which some are used iu winter time, others in the 
summer. Bath-rooms, water-closets, and rooms for the attendants 
adjoin the wards. 

The hospital is divided into six divisions ; there is one chief 
director (salary about £ 300). Each division has one senior physician 
and three physicians ; every 10 patients have one (lay) attendant, male 
or female ; thirty-four officials also live in the house. The director is 
under the same board as the director of the AUgemeines Kniukenhaus, 
and he is supported by the economical committee, consisting of the 
medical officers and the two iconomes. He presides at their meetings. 
There were 507 patients in the hospital on the last day of 1880 



Hospital Rudolphs/ if tung. 

It was founded by the Emperor in memory of the birth of his 
eldest sun, and having taken for its construction and fitting-up four 
years and three mouths, was opened in 1865. It has room for 800 
patients. To adopt the pavilion plan, as represented by Lariboisiere, 
was not thought compatible with the climate of Vienna, and there- 
fore a plan which is supposed to combine the advantages of the 
corridor and pavilion system was preferred. The principal corridors 
face the north and west, and the large wards the south and east ; the 
building (a) Fig. 67, where offices, private rooms for medical men 
and officials are situated, in detached. Three pavilions, containing 
sick wards, stand exposed to the free circulation of atmospheric air; 
they project 84 feet from the main building, and are 126 feet distant 
from each other. 

The principal buildings stand arouud a rectangular yard, 180 feet 
by 330, tastefully laid out with shrubs, forming a garden. There 
are two floors over a ground- Moor, and a basement runs under the 
greater part of the buildings. The hall being only one story high, 
the court is open at the side facing the east 

The large wards are 26} or 28 feet wide, 17 feet or (on second 
floor) 1 6 feet high, and of different lengths, some about 80 feet ; they 
have parquet floors, and windows on one side, excepting those in the 
above-mentioned pavilions. The cubic space allotted to each patient 
is 1480 feet. The windows are 10 feet high, and double; the lower 
parts open like doors, a third of the upper part inclines inward 
(interior and exterior windows at the same time), and can be fixed iu 
any desired position by a screw and toothed wheel. 

The corridors have glass doors, and the wards are separated by 
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spacious staircases. They are entered from an ante-room which coni- 
niunicates with the corridor. This room serves as scullery. A nurse- 




Fig. 67.— Ground Plan of the Hospital Rudolfhstiftuno. 
A. Block for administration. 
1. Wants and side wards, 
lib. Commou bath-rooms. 
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room adjoins the ward; it has a window overlooking the latter. Tin- 
water-closets, containing basins of enamelled iron, are next to the 
nurse's room, and a bath-room and lift are placed as seen in Fig. 
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The baths are of zinc, and the bath-rooms have a window looking 
into the corridor ; they also contain a stove. The wards are warmed 
by Dr. Bohin's caloriferes, which are partly used for ventilating the 
rooms ; but the principal means of ventilation are the windows. The 
lighting is by gas, and the globes are ventilated. 

The beds stand at some distance from the walls (1£ foot), and 
have palliasses, flock and thin hair mattresses. There is a head-shelf 
of tin, painted black. 

A tramway runs in the basement, and is used for conveying food, 
medicines, washing, and the dead. 

There are a great many baths of every description in the common 
bath-rooms (Bb) ; the kitchen is in the building opposite the entrance- 
hall. Two large ranges stand free in the centre, and have descending 
flues. On the first floor over the kitchen are large linen-stores, and 
the chapel is on the second floor. The number of patients on the last 
day of 1880 was 657. 

Administration. — The hospital is under the Stadtkolder; its 
director is a medical man appointed by Government. There are eight 
departments for administration, each presided over by a primar- 
physician ; three secuudiir-physicians are under the latter. The regu- 
lations are the same as in the AUgemeines Krankenhaus. The hospital 
la a general one, and admits all diseases, excepting smallpox. The 
physicians go their rounds daily, early in the morning. The secundiir- 
physicians attend the reception-room in rotation, and their turn comes 
every third week. A male cook superintends the kitchen ; there are 
one steward and seven officials. Male nurses are only for the wards 
where patients suffer from skin diseases, females in all the others. 
One engineer is kept to attend to the engine-room. The cost of con- 
struction was £250,000. 

Another hospital for adults, called " Of the Brothers of Mercy," 
containing 200 beds, and two children's hospitals, may be mentioned 
— the "Joseph's Spital," containing 40, and the St Anne's Hospital, 
containing 80 beds. There is also a Jewish Hospital. A new small 
hospital, Sophien Hospital, so named in honour of the Archduchess 
Sophia, was opened 1880; it contains 80 beds. 



Vienna Military Lazaret of Die First Army Corps. 

This hospital possesses Dr. Bohm's artificial system of heating 
and ventilating. There are water-stoves somewhat different from 
those usually found. The stoves are composed of two iron boxes 
4 feet high, 1 foot broad, and 4^ feet long, connected with each 
other by a pipe. They are surrounded by ornamental perforated 
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till, and supposed to heat better on account of the large surface they 
form. Warm air is forced into the wards in addition by a fan — 
having passed through coils of pipes outside the ward ; this air is 
presumed to be pure. 

Opinions are divided about the efficiency of this system. 

Hungary. 

In Hungary, which has now near to 14,000,000 of inhabitants, 
Croatia and Slavonia being excluded, the following hospitals are 
found:— 3 County Hospitals (Landes or Comitate Spitdler), con- 
taining 816 beds; 35 General Hospitals, with 4891 beds; 168 
Private Hospitals, with 3286 beds; 5 Lock Hospitals, with 160 
beds; 1 County Eye Hospital containing 24 beds; 2 County 
Asylums, with 850 beds — but a third one is in course of construc- 
tion. The number of beds available for patients is 10,027 in 215 
hospitals. The private hospitals include special hospitals for eye 
diseases (4 or 5 only) and hydropathic hospitals. Not all the 
hospitals supply their owu medicines. Poor law officers do not 
attend to the poor in every part of the country, but where this 
not the case, medical men may send in their hills for attendance to 
the poor to the local authorities. 

Pesth (Buda-Pest). 
The capital of Hungary contains now 400,000 inhabitants 
(agaiust 200,000 thirteen years ago). There we find:- 

1. Three municipal hospitals : a, the Kochus Hospital in Buda- 
pest ; b, the St. John's Hospital (Johannesspital) in Ofeu ; c, the 
old Ofen Hospital 

The Roehm Hospital, 
founded 1711, rebuilt 1798, contains now 1400 beds, but up to 
2000 patients may be accommodated in a case of emergency. The 
buddings have three floors, more than sixty wards, of which more 
than fifty are large, the others small ones. The windows arc oppo- 
site to each other ; the warming is by iron stoves mostly ; venti- 
lators are found in the walls ; gas and water are laid on. The 
hospital iB divided into general and special departments (such as eye. 
lock, female, and for insanes). Medical officers are attached, of 
three degrees, corresponding to senior physicians, assistant physi- 
cians, and assistants. A medical director and economical manager 
live on the premises. The senior city medical officer (Stddtischu Ober 
Pkynuna) acts as comptroller of the hospital for the municipal board. 
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The St. John's Hospital, founded in 1727, contains 328 beds 
i six departments, and attached to it is the old Ofen Hospital. 

II. State Hospitals : a, the Asylum (Landes Irrenanstalt), for 
550 males and females, founded 1792 ; b, the University clinics. 

III. Military Hospitals — one for 752, the Other for 520 patients, 
founded 1872. 

IV. Hospitals belonging to religious orders: a. Hospital of the 
lharitable Brothers, with a dependency, founded 1815, 260 beds; 

b, St. Elizabeth Hospital, managed by sisters of charity, founded 
1785, 51 beds. 

V. Hospitals where admission depends upon the persuasion : 
, Jewish Hospital, founded 1805, 80 beds; b, Bethesda, German 
eforni Hospital, founded 1866, 100 beds. 

VI. Hospitals of private societies : a, Children's Hospital, 
Founded 1839, 64 beds; 6, Mercantile Hospital, founded 1844, 

s; c, Danube Steam Navigation Hospital, founded 1845, 
64 beds; d, Elisabathinum, a small one. 

VII. Lastly, four hospitals belonging to medical men are men- 
Dr. Schwarzer's asylum of 150 beds, and three others, 

containing 30, 40, and 60 beds respectively, and two being 
hydropathic establishments. 

A new General Hospital is in course of construction, after the 
pavilion style. The number of pavilions is eight; the building 
area is 62,000 square metres. The largest wards will contain 28 
beds, the surgical ones 16 beds only, and the cubic space for each 
patient is to be 46 cubic metres. 



Rotterdam Hospital. 

It was opened 1850. Its site is bad, as it stands on humid 
jround, like so many other buildings in Holland. The hospital is 
composed of one block, which has a frontage of 250 feet, and a 
central portion projecting at the back. Men and women are divided 
only by the spacious hall, where they can meet Two hundred and 
sixty-five patients can be accommodated — the paying ones in the 
central part. There is a spacious staircase in the centre, and well 
taircases are at both ends ; lifts are also used. 

The principal wards are situated in front of a common corridor, 
into which they open ; a large window is opposite the entrance-door 
{Fig. 1, No. 4). Conveniences and lavatories are partitioned off the 
wards at both sides of the entrance-door, and receive light from the 
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corridor. The larger wards contain 10 beds, the smaller ones (for 
paying patients) 3 or 4. The first are 33 feet long, 20 wide, and 
14 high, affording 924 cubic feet to each patient, but the top wards 
afford even less cubic space. The boards of the Boor are of pine- 
wood, and kept very clean. The wards are heated by caloriferes, 
ventilation is due to doors and windows- 
Steam is used for different purposes : for the lift, in the wash- 
house, dispensing-room, baths, and kitchen. Much attention is paid 
to cleanliness, as is commonly the case in Dutch houses. 

A plan of adding pavilions for infectious diseases to the hospital 
is under discussion. 

ITALY. 
The Italian hospitals are to great extent old charities, founded 
in the Middle Ages. In no other country have so many convent* 
been transformed into hospitals, as the founders belonged generally 
to religious fraternities. In the hands of the latter the administra- 
tion generally rests, but laymen are appointed as directors. In some 
instances the director is a medical man, as at Milan. Monks ami 
nuns attend as nurses in most establishments. The separation & 
sexes and different classes of patients is much neglected, and fre- 
quently sick, lunatics, and aged are found domesticated in one and 
the same establishment. Some hospitals undertake to visit the 
patients at their homes. In the lying-in wards great secrecy i> 
observed, and females are admitted without being obliged to give 
their names (Venice, Rome). Objects of art are found in many 
Italian hospitals. 

The construction of verandahs in some of the hospitals is 
remarkable. Maritime convalescent homes for adults and children 
have lately been established at various places. 

Florence. 

The largest hospital is called Ospedale di Sta. Maria Xnova; 
adjoins the church of the same name. It is very old, having I 
founded in 1289, and by the addition of several wingB is now of a 
irregular shape. There are 600 beds for males, and as many fc 
female patients. The number of wards is about 50. The kitchen 
is worth a visit. A medical school and public dispensary are c 
nected with it. 

Genova. 

The general hospital is called Ospedale Grande; it is a It 
building constructed around five yards. It is of ancient 
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nother, called Osp. degl' Incurabili, is of less extent, and of an 
r shape. As the name implies, it is especially intended for 
"oi lie incurable diseases. 

Mantca. 

The largest military hospital of Upper Italy was founded here 

' the Austrians. It was notorious for its unhealthiness. being 

ily situated on low ground, near the shore of a large lake, Lago 

Maggiore, where malaria is endemic. The civil hospital is an old, 

;nlar, and defective building. 



Milan Hospitals. 

Grand Hospital (Ospedale Maggiore)} 

I will give a description of this establishment, because it v 
\y years ago considered as a model one. I was not favourably 
by it when I paid it a visit Many historical recollec- 
tions are connected with it ; and it contains, like all public buildings 
in Italy, objects of art ; the mediaeval style of the building is of 
interest to an architect. It was opened in the year 1456, and can 
contain nearly 3400 patients, but the usual number is under 2500. 
It is situated close to a thoroughfare, and a canal runs at its back, 
the water of which moves a flour-mill used to grind corn for the 
inmates. The buildings are oue story high, over a high basement, 
:cepting in the centre, where we find two floors. Here the offices 
for administration are arranged. 

The buildings stand around square yards, the principal one 
being much larger than the others. The principal wards form a 
cross, in the centre of which is a cupola, with an altar beneath it, 
where divine service is performed daily in sight of the patients. 
These wards have corridors on both sides, which are not so lofty as 
the ceilings of the wards, and consequently there is plenty of room 
for windows above these passages. The height of these wards is 
between 30 and 40 feet at the highest point; the ceilings are 
vaulted, the Hours covered with red bricka or flags — this being pre- 
ferred for coolness. .Sixty beds are found in the large wards. The 
outside wards are nothing but spacious corridors : the commodities 
are at one end, and the less said about them the better. There is 
no warming apparatus, but small portable stoves for charcoal ; they 
are rarely used, the climate being so mild. The windows are used 
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for ventilation. The cubic space for each patient is more than 200 
feet (&« Fig. 69.) 




Six other establishments distributed over Milan 



are in connexio 



vith the principal one. One is for smallpox, another for syphili 



third for children, a fourth for itch, a fifth for chronic cases, and 
the sixth is a lunatic asylum. They coutain between 100 and 200 
beds each, and all hut one were convents. 



MODENA 

contains a civil hospital, which is partly of modern construction, 
and has large airy wards. 

In 1753 it had only 2 wards. In 1867 it was transferred 
into the Ecclesiastical Palace opposite. It now contains 300 beds, 
which may be increased to 5 0. There are three floors — male patients 
are on the first, females on the second. There are 18 large and 18 
small wards. The former have a length of 4815 m., a width of 
16'5 m., a height of 6'7 m., and opposite croisee windows. There 

iron stoves for warming. A president is at the head of the 
administration. Under the same is the syphilocomium, the maternity, 
the Brefotrophium, the clinics, which are in separate buildings. 
There are four senior physicians and three assistant- physicians to 
the hospital. 

Novara. 

Here we find an hospital of more modern origin ; it can accom- 
modate 300 patients, and contains lying-in, lunatic, and children's 
wards. 

Naples 

contains a great many establishments, varying in their construction. 
The famous Albergo dei Poveri is a compound establishment, a vast 
irregular building, with 2 large square yards, and 8 smaller ones. 
It receives sick and invalid poor. Another is called Degl. Iucurabili, 
but it is not now used for this class exclusively. A third is the R. 
Osped. di San Eligio, a fourth R. Osp. di San Geunaro dei Poveri. 
They are all old buildings, but there is a new one of peculiar con- 
struction, called Delia Pace. It was originally a palace. There is 
ie large ward, 300 feet long, and 130 wide, with an arched ceiling 
pported by tine columns. It is kept scrupulously clean. There 
a female Lock Hospital at Naples containing 300 beds. 



, hospital for 350 patients. 
square yard with arcades and 



The wards are arranged round 
garden. The administration is 
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located on the ground-floor; female patients are on the first, males 
on the second floor. 

Rome. 

The capital of Italy possesses numerous charities. The foUowiD 
seven hospitals are under the same administration : — Commission 
degli Ospedale di Roma. S. Spirito in Sassia, the largest, for n 
only, a general one ; not favourably situated near the river Tiber 
from which bad smells are stated to rise during the hot sea; 
existed already in 726 A.D. as an almshouse, is stated to havt 
been founded as an hospital in 1204, and rebuilt 1717. 
number of beds was at one time 3000, is now reduced to 1016 
It is an irregular building ; some of the wards are very large, i 
taining more than 100 beds. A medical school is connected v 
it, also a museum and library. The asylum "Manicomio" is e 
to it. It was founded in 1561, and has 519 beds for male, i 
391 for female insanes. S. Salvatore al Laterauo, founded 1811 
is for females only. There are 307 beds for patients, 25 for lying 
in women, and 10 for the gynecological cliniqne, S. Maria della 
Consolazione, founded 1400, for acute surgical cases only, for both 
sexes, contains 87 beds for males, 31 for females. It is favourably 
situated on the Capitoline lull. S. Giacotno in Augusta, founded ii 
1338, for chronic surgical cases — 151 males, 95 females. OspedaJ 
di San Gallicano in Trastevere is a akin hospital, fouuded in 1726— 
186 beds for males, 100 for females. S. Rocco is a lying- 
hospital, founded 1499, transformed into a maternity in 1770; con- 
tains 1 2 beds. Of the others, S. Giovanni dei Fatebenfratelli i 
be mentioned. It dates from the year 1584. It is built on i 
island of the Tiber, where the temple of iEsculapius stood formerly. 
It contains 86 beds for surgical cases, but 50 more will be accom 
modated in a new building. S. Pieta dei Pellegrini is destined for 
chronic cases not admitted elsewhere. There are special hospita 
for Poles, Germans, English, Florentines, Portuguese, etc 



Turin Hospitals. 

Ospedale di S. Giovanni Baptista. 

This is the largest and oldest hospital in the city. It i 
accommodate 600 patients. The buildings by which it is i 
possd stand round 7 rectangular yards; the church is opposite t 
principal entrance. The number of patients received annually i 
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203 

m the 



about 2000. The men are on the ground, and the women on 
first door; the wards are wanned by wood fires. Nailing uid 
attendance is performed by twenty-two sisters, twenty-two infirmwn, 
and seventeen injirmi&rca, 

Otpednlt PazatreUi 
■ng building just outside the town, for idiotic children. 



t San Luu/i di Gotaaga. 

This is the moat interesting of all, and already described by 

other authors. It is built in the form of a cross, and wu intended 

fur a dwelling-house of Gonzaga, a nobleman of Turin. It was 

finished in the year 1794, and afterward* converted into a hospital. 

The chapel (Ch) is in the centre. The principal blocks are two 

i high, over a basement, and contain a "ingle ward etch for 




Fig. 70— Hosrmi Gokaha {Timt Ywi*). 

24 beds ; nurses' rooms and the usual requisites are conveniently 
arranged near the centre. The wards are 4, — 2 for malt*, and 
2 for females. They have corridors on each side. Tlte Ix-'ls 
stand close to the wall, in which is an opening over tin; patient's 
head. It serves for supplying (bod, medicines, etc., without 
any one entering the ward. Another aperture serves for a sink, to 
throw down the excreta. The latrines have marble seat*, and a 
water- reservoir above. Ventilation is effected at night by six large 
fires in the cellars. 

Large terraces close to the wards an: used as walks by the 
patients. The outbuildings, offices, dispensary, physicians' room, 
dead-bouse, are placed at the right and left side (A, A). 

The hospital was originally intended for incurables only, such as 
consumptive, cancer patients, etc.; but in 1833 Charles Albert 
1 24 new beds for skin d 
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The Fraternita di San Luigi manages the hospital, and als" takes 
care of the sick at their homes, by visiting them and sending 
doctor. 

The Hegilo Manicomio 

is an old lunatic asylum, built in 1728. 



RUSSIA. 

I am enabled, by the kind assistance of some medical friends 
who visited the hospitals of Petersburg and Moscow, to supply some 
reliable information. 

The principle of centralisation is carried further in hospital and 
medical matters than in any other country. The hospitals and 
hospices are under a Central Board, at the head of which is a medi- 
cal man appointed by the Emperor. All the functionaries of the 
hospitals are under his control, including physiciaus and surgeons. 
He appoints the directors of the hospitals. 

There is another Board for administering relief to the sick poor 
at their own habitations (in Petersburg), and to superintend the 
system of out-door relief. This is the Philanthropic Society, the 
president of which is appointed by the Emperor. The president is 
generally a medical man, assisted by a medical committee ; all the 
bureaux ite bUnfaisance are under his supervision. The city is 
divided into thirteen districts, and medical officers and midwives are 
appointed fur each ; the former attend to the patients in a similar 
way to the poor-law medical officers hi Germany, having certain 
hours for consultations, twice a day, etc 

An order of Sisters of Mercy was founded hi Petersburg by the 
Grand -Duchess Helen iu 1854 ; its members belong to every creed. 






The Hospitals of Petersburg and Moscow 

are remarkable for their palatial appearance ; their elevation corre- 
sponds to that of the surrounding buildings, and they are three or 
four stories high. They are generally built on the corridor plan, 
and stand in large gardens. Some have summer lazarets attached 
to them, like the Berlin Charitii The system of heating the wards 
is carried on mostly by Russian stoves heated from the basement, 
and the heat is occasionally very dry. Some of the stoves are 
similar to those used in North Germany (tile stoves). Wood is 
used as fuel. Some wards contain open tire-grates in addition 
to the stoves. The windows are used for ventilation ; they are 





A. Cn 



Fig. 71.— Alexandrow Hobfital, St. Petersburu (First Floor). 
Centre building, containing entrant, chnpel, lurge warJs, etc. B. Pavilions. C. Corridors, with . 
wirds adjoining. D. Senior surgeon, n'liiui I'liysiciun, directors, secretaries, piii.-t ami kia .■ 
K. Disin'Hsurv and di^i'ii^t'.-. rrsidfliiti', assistants, eti. ¥. \jnrtvfcrj. Vi. \"i\wK\i£. VAkSw 
I. Mortuary auJ eJut/wJ. H. Orderlies, attendant's (^art«», AalAaa, ^Ware.^. 
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Fig. 72. —Plan Showing tub Admission of Am from Outsidk AMI Oram I 
Hot Fixes is the Alexandrow Hospital. 




Fig. 73.— Section thhoouh Wahdb, Showing the Hot-Water Apparattb, 
Svstru of Admission of Fhbsh Air and Extraction of Foot Am i: 
Alexandkow Hospital. 
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(roisees, but small casements {Klappenf/nater) are found, which open 
inwards. 

Special hospitals exist for children, with convalescent institutions 
situated in the country ; they have large pleasure-grounds attached 
to them. There is one hospital for incurables in Petersburg. 

The military hospitals are on a level with the general ones. 
The nursing is in some institutions (for instance, children's hospital), 
undertaken by the sisters of mercy, but elsewhere by male or 
female attendants ; widows are preferred for the latter. Admission 
is free, and all patients have a bath before they are allowed to enter 
a ward. Clergymen of every denomination have free access to the 
hospitals. 

Temporary dispensaries were opened in Petersburg during the 
cholera epidemic, and as a curious fact I may mention that the 
medicine bottles were generally without labels, because few of the 
applicants could read. 



Hie Alexandrow Hospital 

bears its name in honour of an Imperial Prince born 1861. 
The hospital is built on the corridor plan, and was opened for 
patients in 1866. There is a large closed yard, around which 
the buildings stand. The chapel and some of the large wards are 
in front ; small wards for 1 or 2 patients are at each side, and 
also at the back, which is half-moon shaped. Two wings branch 
off from the front building, two from the sides, and two from the 
portion behind. These wings are exposed to the free circulation of 
the atmosphere, and are called pavilions ; those in front are three 
floors high, the others only two floors ; the first-named serve for 
offices, dispensary, private rooms, and BOine of the wards ; the four 
others for patients, and contain large wards, resembling those in Fig. 
1, No. 4. They contain 12 beds, and open into wide corridors. 
Baths and water-closets are generally placed at the farther ends of 
the wings. The chapel lies in front, over the principal eutmnce- 

hau. 

Kitchen, dead-honse, and wash-house are detached in the grounds. 
A director and head physician live in the hospital ; house-surgeons, 
barbers, waiters, nurses, married and not married, attend to their 
duties ; the number of subordinates, orderlies, etc., is about 200. 
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Petersburg Lying-in Hospitals. 

Recently wards containing three beds were arranged, with B 
room adjoining for confinement of those for whom these beds were 
kept ready in various districts of the city, which now has 930,000 
inhabitants. 

There are four Lying-in Hospitals in Petersburg and four or 
five small infirmaries. The institution of the Grand -Duchess Helen 
(now Catherine Michailowna's) consists of an old part, which was 
built more than thirty years ago, and a new one, the erection of 
which was patronised by the lady the name of whom the hospital 
bears at present. 

The whole has an irregular shape ; the old part contains two 
floors, the new one three; about 50 beds (not including the cribs) 
can be placed in the wards. The old part has the shape of a letter 
L (reversed), and one portion contains a central corridor, into which 
small rooms open on each side ; the other has one corridor running 
along the wards. 

In the new part, which has the form of an open quadrangle, the 
sick wards are small, for 1 or 2 inmates. Most of them contain 
open fire-grates; there are tile-stoves in some others. The wards 
Open into each other, and are situated back to back on each side of 
a central walL 

The director is a medical man, and he is helped hy four assist- 
ants. Midwives live in the building. 

The " new Lying-in Hospital " is three floors high, and built on 
the corridor plan, in the horse-shoe form. In the centre of the main 
building is the staircase ; 5 wards lie on each side of it, These 
wards have two windows opposite the entrance -door. The wings 
contain 5 similar wards each. Sculleries, water-closets, and recrea- 
tiou-rooms are conveniently arranged. There is no garden to this 
institution. 

The lunatic asylums in Russia have been reorganised. The 
corridor plan is adopted for that of Kasan and others. It is to 
he regretted that the corridor is nowhere intended to be more than 
6 feet wida 

The Petersburg German Medical Times gives, from time to time, 
the number of inmates in the various hospitals. 

On July 17, 1882, there were — 







Abuchow Hospital .... 6-15 2B0 025 

Alexa&drow „ .... 434 149 583 

Kalinkin „ .... — 433 433 

Peter- Paul „ .... 272 99 371 

Maricn „ .... 877 24G 523 

AusserrtiicHischcs Hospital (outside). . 204 179 383 

Bosh dcstwen sky „ . 32 16 48 

Nicolai (Military Hospital (civil department) 275 P9 364 

Four temporary hospitals . , . 350 169 519 

Auasculaga Hospital (smallpox) . . 17 16 33 

All civil hospitals . 2,662 1,743 4,405 

Nicoiai Children's Horpital . 609 19 628 

Prince Oldenburg „ . . . 198 — 198 

Elizabeth „ ... 234 — 234 

Total . . 3,806 1,853 5,659 

Of this there were cases of — 

Typhus, typhoid, rec. fever ... 435 157 592 

Enthetic diseases 663 430 1,093 

About 3000 children are seen at the Children's Dispensaries in 
a week. 

The principal lunatic asylum, which can accommodate 300 
patients, is outside the town. There are large poor-houses in 
Petersburg, somewhat resembling the English workhouses. 

Riga, BaiTack-Lazaret. 

About fifteen years ago a barrack-lazaret was opened in Riga. 
It consists of wooden pavilions and others of a mixed character, one 
floor high over a basement. The walls of some pavilions consist 
of boards, pasteboard, and tiles in alternate layers. The large wards 
are wanned by stoves, and hot-water pipes running at the sides, 
The Btoves have a lower part of bricks standing in the basement, 
and an upper one of tiles, which is hollow, and in the ward. The 
air is admitted into the air-chambers formed by the stove and its 
mantel. 

There are passages running at the sides of less elevation than 
the wards ; they are wanned in winter, 

SPAIN. 

I translate from the late M. Husson's Etude the following notice 
about the Princess Hospital in Madrid : — 

It is situated on the north of the town, and constructed after the 
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model of Lariboisiere, and composed of eight pavilions, four on each 
side of a yard. They have only two floors, both for patients. In 
front and in the centre are offices, rooms for officials, and the chapel ; 
at the back are the dispensary, baths, linen-stores, instruments, 
latrines, and wash-house. There are sixteen wards for 20 beds, 
two for 10, and one for 24. The wards are 35J feet long, 21 
wide, and 14 j high, in order to supply 21 cubic metres per bed. 

The ward for 24 beds and the operating theatre are paved with 
blue tiles from Valence. All diseases are received, excepting 
syphilis, cutaneous, incurable and mental maladies. 

There are between 300 and 350 beds, but not more than 300 
in-patients are received annually. In summer time the hospital is 
nearly empty. Surgical cases have the preference. There is a 
singular custom here, daily reports are published about dangerous 
patients, and open for the inspection of the relations and the public 

The General Hospital 

is a building for 1600 patients, built about 1780. The buildings 
stand round square yards, and have a considerable elevation ; some 
are four floors high, others five. Men and women are in different 
parts of the hospital, and there are male and female children's 
wards. 

Besides medical and surgical cases, we find eye patients', prison- 
ers', lying-in, and lunatic wards. 

The number of wards is 44. Many contain a great number of 
beds, more than 70 or 80 ; but there are smaller wards for 10 or 
15. There are separate rooms for paying patients and those of 
position. Bath-rooms and separate operating-rooms are between 
the larger wards. Most wards are paved with asphalt. 

The nursing is in the hands of monks and sisters. 

A school of medicine is connected with the hospital 



SWITZEKLAND. 

Each "Canton" has a Cantonal hospital, and generally also a 
lunatic asylum. 

Basel (Mle). 

The hospital is beautifully situated, and the grounds are laid 
out in gardens. It is a corridor hospital for 300 beds. The wards 
have two croisec windows opposite the entrance-door and contain 6 
beds each. They are wanned by tiled stoves and hot water. 
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There is a ventilator in the lower part of the doors, Movable baths 
are in the wards. The beds have spring mattresses with, straw 
underneath; they are therefore high. A house for invalids and 
incurables is in connexion with the hospital. 

The hospital is divided into a medical, surgical, lying-in, lock, 
and gynaecological department It is lighted by gas, and has a 
tram-way for taking the meals to the wards. There is a medical 
school, three professors ; then three assistant-physicians and two 
auxiliary physicians visit the house. 



Friboury Aaifh'-miriil Ifonjiital, 

The town has 25,000 inhabitants, and a hospital for more than 
200 beds. There are two floors over a ground floor, 24 wards 
with windows opposite the entrance doors, and windows looking into 
the corridor which connects the wards. The hospital dates from 1 827. 
The administration depends upon the corporation and the university. 



The Cantoned Hospital at Geneva 

was built in 1850, and contains 350 beds. On the ground-floor 
are surgical wards for 16, 14, 8, and 5 beds, operating theatre, and 
offices. The first floor contains medical cases, the second one wards 
for paying patients. Baths, sculleries, and water-elosets are in the 
long corridors. Windows are opposite the entrance-doors and on the 
corridor side. The floors are of polished oak and parquetted, beds 
of iron without curtains. The wards are wanned in winter time by 
hot air propelled into them after passing through caloriferes by 
means of a fan worked by steam power. Fifteen thousand cubic 
metres are supplied every hour, or 47 to 48 cubic metres per head 
per hour. The inlets for this air (numbering one for every 4 or 5 
beds) can be closed separately. Six feet below these openings and 
1 or 2 1 feet from the floor are others which act as outlets, one 
underneath each bed, and communicate with a shaft making its 
exit on the roof. 

In the garden stand nine pavilions or barracks, each for 10 or 
12 patients. The sides are closed by canvas divided into panels. 
They can be rolled up, or opened and closed at will, like blinds or 
curtaios. Patients are accommodated here from April to the middle 
of October, and cases of pyaemia or erysipelas are very rare. 

Clinical lecture? are given at the hospital. 
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Zurich Hospital} 

It is composed of a principal building and detached blocks, 
dead-house and school for anatomy form an important part of the 
whole, with which they are connected by a gallery. The two wings 
of the principal building are two stories high ; the central pavilion 
between them is three stories high; the front is 589 feet Iod*;. 
The central pavilion contains offices, store-rooms, dining-rooms for 
the servants, dispensing- room, committee, medical officers', and 
reserve rooms. 

Men are on one side of this pavilion, women on the other. There 
are 5 wards on each side, and altogether on each floor 20 ; the 
ceiling is vaulted, 14 feet from the floor. The wards are 29 feet 
broad, 42 feet deep; between two wards is a room for the nurses 
(male). 

The cubic space of a ward is 14,112 feet. As there are only 







Front 

On the wale or \ or an inch to * Toot. 
Fig. 7*.— ZBrich Hospital ( G round- F look). 
A. 1 >erating -room, kitehen in tlio basement 



('. Lecture tliestre. 



D. Bath-n 



10 beds in the surgical wards, each patient is allowed 1411 cubi 
feet; in the medical ward only 1175 cubic feet, as there are 12 
beds. The bedsteads are of wood, and placed alimg the walls ; the 
windows open on little balconies. 

This is one of the few hospitals where water-closets have been 
abolished after existing for a time. But they were constructed i 
a complicated manner (self-acting), and the pipes were not pro- 
tected from freezing. They have been replaced by cast-iron ' 
which have a rim for water at the top, so that the couvercle closes 
watertight when let down ; but there is no second couvercle, so 
they are always wet. There are also simple night-stools near 
the wards. 

The nurses' room is situated between two contiguous wards. 
1 Dr. SchrBmli's BachrtibitJig, etc. 






The front building <«i&ihr» tj* Sims foe waz3L3£ : tie m» 
hot-water pipes. ILey teat coGs. aad are sczxrcaaed cy pstonsed 
plates, so that titer re&emhie Sut^ FresL air is adaiisted. aad gets 
wanned by ptmrg throogh t££»e otkk in the ossal manner. Ibere 
are also casements in the i&war pan* of the liaots ; when open, they 
admit the air from the cHiidsc. 

The kitchen is in the hMrtnrn;, in the centre of the projecting 
portion. It is large and airy, bat tike steam is sometimes unpleasant 
The wash-house is separate, and the engine-room near it* 

A separate building for conugaoos diwrea stands at some 
distance from the principal one. 



APPENDIX. 

The following suggestions were printed in the first edition. 

In conclusion, I venture to suggest that a commission of com- 
petent medical men should — if not appointed by authority — meet of 
their own accord, to decide on the following questions respecting 
the system of medical relief in London ; — 

1. How to manage the affairs of dispensaries, workhouse infir- 
maries, hospitals and special hospitals, so that they do not interfere 
with each other's interests. 

2. Which of these institutions should be used as a means for 
medical education. 

3. Which institutions should become a means for training mid- 
wives on the same principles as the Hebammen Institute. (St* 
p. 64.) How long should the course of instruction last, and who 
should compose the board of examiners. 

4. How to effect a partial change in the present system of 
admission into hospitals. 

5. If a popular treatise could be prepared containing special 
instructions on ventilation for the nurses and house-surgeons. 

6. Should special night-nurses exist ? 

7. To prepare tables of statistics respecting zymotic diseases 
for hospitals, workhouse infirmaries, and special hospitals, and to 
determine the necessary water-supply per head per day, by careful 
investigations made on a uniform plan. 

8. To district the metropolis for dispensaries, and for the visita- 
tion of the poor in a more efficient manner. 

9. To consider if it would not be advantageous to form a pauper 
pharmacopoeia for the use of the new dispensaries. 

T 
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Lavatories, 20 


Florence, 268 
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Lini Hospital, 249 
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Lock -Hospital a, 72 ; Wards, 72 


Glasgow Wuthmj Infirmary, 189 


London Hospital, 140 
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Louis, St, Hospital, Paris, 202 


Greenock Hospital, 190 
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Malaria, 259 


Gonzaga's, 263 ; Beading, 
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Telegraph, 119 

Tenon, l'Hdpital, 204 

Tents, 176 

Thermantidote, 156 

Tiles, tiled floors, 145, 162, 169, 208 ; 
walls in store-rooms, 135; in baths, 
24; stoves, 24, 187, 194, 195, 207 

Tin dishes, 109 

Tobins' tubes, 27, 135 

Training of Mid wives, 63, 99 

Tramways, 44, 191, 200 
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Val de GrAce, 211 

Valves, 109, 119, 148, 178 

Ventilation : Arnottfs Valves, Sher- 
ringham'8 Ventilator, Watson's Tube, 
Mackinell's Two Tubes, Muir's 
Square Tube, Openings, Air Bricks, 
27 ; Artificial Systems, Extraction, 
28 ; Mechanical Ventilator, 30 ; 
Natural Ventilation, 30 ; Windows, 
31 ; Testing the System, 32 ; Cubic 
Space and amount of Air per head 



per hour, 34 ; Remarks on the 
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Visitation of Patients, 80 

Walls, Cemented, 16, 118, 124, 126, 

139,166,174,198,244; Painted,110 
Wards, 14, 15, 17; Small, 103, 110, 

149, 198 
Warming, 23 ; stoves, 24 ; Caloriferes, 

25 ; Hot Air, 26 ; Van Hecke, 26 ; 

System Duvoir, 27, 199 
Wash-house, Washing, Laundry, 39, 

103, 117, 139 
Water-closets, 17, 19, 168, 220, 272 
Water-Supply, 11 ; Herbert Hospital, 
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Weights, 84 

Westminster Hospital, 150 
Whitworth, 184 
Wieden, 252 
Workhouse Infirmaries, 78 
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